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SOLA'NUM ETUBERO 'SUM.
TUBERLESS

SOLANUM.

Class.

Order.

PENTANDRIA .

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
SOLANACEJE.

Native of
Chili.

Height.
Xfoot.

Flowers in
July , Oct.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1829.

No. 625.

The medicinal qualities of some of the plants
which belong to this genus, gave occasion for the
use of the name Solanum, from the Latin solor, to
assuageTpain. The species dulcamara, was held in
considerable'estimation by ancient practitioners of
t.he' healing art, but its use is now very limited. See
fol. 109.
This plant bears some resemblance to the Sola¬
num tuberosum, or potatoe, but its much more com¬
pact clusters of fine large purple flowers, recom¬
mend it as a desirable border ornament, without the
fear of its being looked on with contempt, for its
alliance with a subject so plebeian as the potatoe.
Its smooth stems too, and tuberless roots sustain¬
ing a perennial character, remove it still further
from our well-known vegetable. The Potatoe, like
our present' plant, is indigenous to South America,
a country not known to us three centuries and a half
ago, although we owe to it so many of the necessa¬
ries and luxuries of life. It is impossible to glance at
this fact without being impressed with the impor¬
tance of pursuing our researches in those parts of
the globe which are at present unexplored. We find
1S7

Bot. Reg. 17X2.

that some exotic productions which we have ac¬
quired, perhaps only a few years, or it may be a
century or two, are indispensible to our enjoyments,
or even to our existence. If then, some of the pre¬
sent necessities of society are dependent on compa¬
ratively recent accessions to our list of cultivated
vegetables, to what extent may we anticipate changes
still to arise from other introductions which may
hereafter be made, seeing that so great a portion of
the earth’s surface remains unknown to man, or at
least to man in a state of civilization. That portion
of the world, which is now enveloped in barba¬
rism, may hereafter claim the merit of administer¬
ing to the taste of our refined successors, and we, in
the retrospect, may be esteemed as having pos¬
sessed uncultivated palates, in using so generally
a vegetable like the potatoe. Such is the mutabi¬
lity of all sublunary affairs.
The genus Solanum is very extensive, and the
interest attached to it has been much increased of
late years, by the introduction to this country, of
new and beautiful species, many of them natives of
tropical countries belonging to both hemispheres,
and consequently, demanding hothouse culture.
This renders them unsuitable for publication here ;
but some of them will appear in the Botanist at
an early period,
The Solanum etuberosum is a perfectly hardy
plant, and flowers abundantly for a long time. It
may be increased by division of its roots, or rather
underground stems; and also by seeds. The as¬
pect or the soil in which it is planted, are not con¬
siderations important to its successful culture.

SPHENO 'GYNE SPECIO 'SA.
SHOWY SPHENOGYNE.

Class.

Order.

SYNGENESIA.

FRUSTRANEA.

Natural Order.
COMPOSITE.

Native of
S.America.

Flowers in
Height.
1 foot. I July , Aug.

Duration. Introduced
Annual. in 1836.

No. 626.

The word Sphenogyne is deduced from the
Greek words sphen , and gune , signifying wedge,
and female. The name is thus compounded, in al¬
lusion to the wedge-shaped stigma of the genus.
This is one amongst the interesting new annuals
lately introduced to our gardens from that great
continent of vegetable magnificence, America. It
is not alone interesting when in flower, but also
when bearing its seeds. These are furnished with
a cup-like membranaceous appendage, called the
pappus, and become as ornamental as the flower
itself, and even more attractive to those who happen
to be unacquainted with seeds of this description.
If gathered before they become too ripe, they may
be kept to mix with such dry flowers as the Xeranthemum, Gnaphalium, and Elichrysum. The pap¬
pus is a wing to the seed, which aids its dispersion
from the parent plant. It is one of those evident
marks of design, which meet the naturalist at
every step he takes amongst created beings.
Seedling plants of Sphenogyne speciosa should
be raised in a ' hotbed, so that they may be trans¬
planted into the borders' early in May.
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PiEO'NIA RUS'SI.
Iiuss’s PiEONY.
Class.

Order.

POLYANDRIA.

DIGYNIA.

Natural Order.
RANUNCULACEAS.

Native of
Sicily.

Height.
2 feet.

Flowers in
Duration Cultivated
May, June. Perennial. in 1824.

No. 627.

The origin of the name Pseonia has been lately
explained. The appellation Russi, was given to
this plant by the Sicilian botanist Bivona, as a
mark of respect towards an individual of the name
of Russ.
This is a remarkably showy and fine coloured
flow'er. Its bright corolla and central anthers, like
a ruby vessel containing purest gold, rises in strong
relief from its deep green foliage. Thus, the Poeony, as Bishop Mant, in his British Months, says,
“ Undaunted to the, sun-beams spread,
Her flame-like rays, and mantle red.”

All species of the PsEony are now esteemed as
better suited to furnish the borders of the florist
than the shelves of the medical practitioner, al¬
though, from Galen to Culpepper, they were held
in considerable estimation as medicines. For epi¬
lepsy, the root was used as an amulet. It was cut
into slices, and attached by a string to the neck,
and if this failed to effecta cure, recourse was had
to the use of it internally, administered in powder.
Like the Pseonia lobata, this species requires no
peculiarity of management.
Don’s Syst. Bot. 1, 67.
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HYACINTHUS
AMETHYST

AMETHYSTINUS.

- COLOURED

HYACINTH.

Class.

Order.

HEXANDTUA.

MOXOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
ASEHODELEAi.

Native of
S. Europe.

Flowers in
Height.
9 inches. April, Maj\

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1759.

No. 628.

Hyacinthus is a name adopted from the ancient
poets. Hyacinth is represented as the friend of
Apollo, and as having been, on his death, trans¬
formed into this flower.
This pretty species of Hyacinth greets us with
that season when all animated nature
is in the highest degree susceptible of enjoyment;
when not only are rational beings aroused from their
lethargy of winter, but every living creature rejoices
in the possession of life. Then,—then, with Howitt, may we say to man,
its flowers at

“ ’Tis wise to let the touch of nature thrill
Through the full heart ; ’tis wise to take your fill
Of all she brings, and gently to give way
To what within your soul she seems to say :
“ The world grows rich in beauty and in bliss
Past Springs were welcome, none so much as this.”

In planting all sorts of bulbs, it is chiefly desira¬
ble that a sandy soil be provided for them ; and if
separate beds be made, these should be raised
somewhat above the level of the surrounding
ground, that superabundant moisture may the more
readily drain off.
Hort. Kew. 2, v. 2, 282.
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