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Aconitum variegatum / Hypericum verticillatum / Gladiolus floribundus / Phacelia congesta.
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ACONI'TUM YARIEGA 'TUM.
VARIEGATED

ACONITDM.

Class.

Order.

rOLYANDKIA .

TRIGYNIA.

Natural Order.
P.ANUNCULACEIf..

Native of
S. Europe.

Height.
5 feet.

Flowers in
June, Aug.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1597.

No. 629.

The generic name, Aconitum, has been referred
to several Greek words for its origin. To what we
stated under two species of Aconite, already pub¬
lished, we may add, that Theophrastus mentions the
plant as having derived its name from aconis, a
city of Bithynia, where it grew plentifully.
The Aconite is a plant of classic renown, having
been fabled as springing from the foam of Cerbe¬
rus, when Hercules, in the execution of his twelfth
labour, dragged the three-headed monster from the
regions of Pluto.
Several species of Aconite possess much beauty—
none more than the variegatum. It has a light¬
ness and elegance which does not belong to its con¬
geners. Several varieties of it occur—some of
them having flowers which are nowise variegated,
but entirely blue or white. The upright inflexible
growth of this and many other species of Aconite,
renders them desirable ornaments for those gardens,
in which tying up is unfashionable !
Aconitum variegatum yields abundance of seeds,
and from these increase may be obtained: or its
roots may be divided at the usual seasons.
158

Doll

’s Syst. Bot. 1, 61.

HYPER 'ICUM VERTICILLA 'TUM.
WHORL - LEAVED ST . JOHNS
Class .

WORT.
Order.

rOLYADELPHIA .

FOLYANDRIA.

Natural

Order.

hypericea

Native of Height.
C. G. Hope 9 inches.

Flowers in

August.

;.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1784.

No. 630.

The meaning of the word Hypericum is involved
in much obscurity. It is supposed to have been
deduced from the Greek hyper , above; and eikon,
a likeness, from some fancied power that the plant
possessed over evil spirits. This application of the
name seems to be the more probable from another
name—Fugademonum, which the ancients used for
the same plant.
The Hypericum verticillatum was, it seems, in¬
troduced to Great Britain so long ago as the year
1784, but was probably lost, and has been lately re¬
introduced. It is a very distinct species, and forms
a lively ornament when planted near the front of
the flower border, a situation which it may fairly
claim, being neither tall nor spreading:
It has been usual to afford this suffrutieose spe¬
cies some protection in winter, which possibly may
be unnecessary unless in very severe weather. Those
who cultivate alpine plants may of course give it
protection with them. It will grow very freely in
a mixture of peat, loam, and sand ; and may be di¬
vided at the root in spring; or cuttings will strike
under glass.
Don' s Syst. Bot. 1, 611.

GLADI 'OLUS FLORIBUN 'DUS.
BUNDLE - FLOWERED

Variety , roseus.

CORN FLAG.

Class .

Order.

TRIANDRIA .

MONOGYNIA.

Natural

Order.

IRIDACE .® .

Native of
C. G.Hope.

Height.
1 foot.

Flowers in

Duration. Introduced
May, July. Perennial. in 1788.
No . 631.

Gladiolus , from tlie Latin gladius , a sword ; in
allusion to the shape of its leaves.
It will have been observed by many of our rea¬
ders thatwhat is usually called the root of the Gladi¬
olus is exactly similar to that of the Crocus . It is a
solid mass of cellular tissue , of a character intermedi¬
ate between the true bulb and the tuber , hence it has,
by some authors , been appropriately called a bul botuber . We would call the attention of our younger
readers to these distinctions . The true bulb is
composed of numerous coats , enveloping each other,
as in the Hyacinth ; or of scales , as in the Lily.
The tuber cannot be better shown than by the
common Potatoe . These distinctions are evident.
It should be further borne in mind , that they are
not the roots of the plant , for these are the fibrous
appendages which emanate from them . The bulbs
or tubers are reservoirs of nutriment on which
we oftentimes see a plant exist and even grow
almost to perfection without the production of roots
or the presence of other nutriment than that which
is yielded by the atmosphere —a portion , by the
bye , much greater than is commonly suspected.

The application of distinct terms to different
forms is highly desirable; still, we regard these
bulbs, bulb-tubers, and tubers, simply as modifica¬
tions of the self-same organ of protection. The
bulb is but a depressed leafy stem; the bulb-tu¬
ber, a depressed stem without either leaves or
buds; and the tuber, a depressed subterranean stem
with buds, but leafless. Imagine the stem of
the Tiger Lily formed of numerous short tubes,
each one from the bottom upwards, a little longer,
but of smaller diameter, than that beneath it. Again
imagine these tubes pressed down, one within the
other, as a telescope. Thus the scaly bulb is com¬
pleted—the leaves of the stem form the scales, and
the little stem bulbs become the offsets in their
axils. Somewhat analogous would be the formation
of the other two varieties.
The above may be regarded as examples of prom¬
inent differences only, which occur among these
conservative organic masses; but so diversified are
the works of creation, and so easy the gradation
from link to link through the great chain of na¬
ture, from the lowest form of inorganic matter to
the most perfect of animated beings, that numer¬
ous intermediate forms occur between these welldeveloped tubers and bulbs. We merely desire
that our juvenile friends should not pass heedlessly
by diversity of form and evidence of omnipotence,
since it is a privilege of rational beings to under¬
stand, and to receive pleasure from, these works of
perfection.
Bulbs of the Gladiolus floribundus may be plant¬
ed in April, and taken up again in autumn.
Hort. Kew. 2, v. 1, 101.

PHACE 'LIA CONGES 'TA.
TUETED - ELOWERED

PHACELIA.

Class.

Order.

PENTANUHIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
HYDROPHYLLACE/E.

Native of
Texas)

Height.
If feet.

Flowers in

July , Sept.

Duration
Annual.

Introduced
in 1835.

No. 632.

The name Phacelia is derived from the Greek
phakelos

, a bundle

; and

is intended

to allude

to

its crowded form of inflorescence.

This newly-introduced annual was raised from
seeds received in this country from the late Mr.
Drummond, which he had collected in Texas, a
portion of the west coast of North America which
has proved remarkably productive of beautiful
plants. Its pinnate leaves possess great diversity
of character, some of the leaflets having petioles,
whilst some are without; some pinnatifid, whilst
others are lobed, or perhaps but little more than
serrated. This variation of character appears to
hold good with the entire plant also, for in cultiva¬
tion it will be found to be branched, with wavy
stems, whilst in its native situations, according to
Sir W. J . Hooker, it is simple and upright.
The habit of this plant well suits it for “ bedding
out ” as our nurserymen say ; that is, for covering
entire beds. It is, however, equally suited to the
mingled parterre. It commences flowering early
and continues it till late in the season. May be
treated as common annuals.
Bot. Mag. 3452.
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