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LIL'IUM SUBER 'BUM.
SUPEKB

LILY.

Class.

Order.

HEXANDRIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural

Order.

TULIPACEi’E.

Native of
N. America

Height.
6 feet.

Flowers in
Duration. Introduced
June, Aug. Perennial. in 1727.

No. 637.

For the meaning of the word Lilium see No.292.

This may truly be called the superb Lily, grow¬
ing as it sometimes does, to the height of eight
feet, and bearing upwards of forty flowers at once.
(Gard. Mag. 13, 347.) This observation, however,
applies to its growth, as seen near Antwerp; in our
own gardens its average height is from five to six
feet; its flowers from ten to twenty in number; and
even in this degree of luxuriance very few plants
excel it in splendour. We shall be extremely glad
to observe that attention is excited in favour of this
genus of bulbous plants, on account of their splen¬
did and generally hardy character.
In a physiological point of view the various dis¬
tinctions observable amongst bulbs is full of inter¬
est. Their numerous forms and uses, their adapta¬
tion to the circumstances under which they exist,
and their gradual transition to stems on the one
hand, and roots on the other, all tend to excite the
contemplative mind to enquiry. We see a beauti¬
ful and infinite variety every where presented to us
in the works of nature, and man seeks for primary
causes of this exuberant effect; but if he forget
160

that First Great Cause oil which all others depend,
he is quickly surrounded by doubts and difficulties,
and finds his reasoning degenerate into conjecture.
We sometimes look on the effect, and discover the
agent by which it was produced — the human mind is
then too frequently satisfied . True philosophy would
pursue the subject still further ; and thus we should
not stop short of that admiration of Divine Power,
and humiliation of our own wisdom ,which is becom¬
ing our present state of dependence — a dependence
nowithstanding , under which all may so freely en¬
joy the boundless riches and beauty every where
presented to their contemplation.
The bulb and the bud , in the economy of nature
are nearly identical . But the former , from its in¬
dividuality , necessarily contains a reservoir of nu¬
triment to sustain the young plant ; which from the
latter , on account of its attachment to the parent
tree , is not required . The bulb may be said to
suckle its young till its roots strike forth and col¬
lect a due portion of nutriment for its support;
whilst buds give their offspring into the arms of the
parent plant as a mature and efficient nurse . Both
the bulb and the bud are , however , identical in
their office of protection of the future vegetable,
being , as Linneus observes , its hybernaculum or
winter quarters , an idea which Dr . Darwin has forci¬
bly alluded to in the following lines:
“ There dwell my vegetative realms benumb'd,
In buds imprison'd, or in bulbs entomb’d.”

This fine plant is perfectly hardy , and should be
planted in a peat bed . It may be increased by off¬
sets of its scales.
Hort . Kew . 2 , v. 2 , 242.

SCUTELLA RIA MACRAN'THA.
LONG - ri .OWEllED

SCULL- CAP.

Class.

Order.

DIDYNAMIA.

aNGIOSPEHMIA .

Natural Order.
I.ARIAi * .

Native of
Siberia.

Height.
9 inches.

Flowers in
Duration
July , Sppt. Perennial.

Introduced
in 1827.

No. 638.

For the derivation of the generic name Scutel¬
laria, see No. 397. The calycine appendage to
which it alludes is not unworthy the attention of the
general observer as well as the botanist.
Most of the plants which we include within the
limits of the genus Scutellaria are low but orna¬
mental subjects for the flower border. The present
species is, however, the handsomest with which we
are acquainted, and well deservesa place in every
good collection. In our remarks, under Scutella¬
ria lupulina, No. 555, we have noticed a peculiarity
of this genus that should not be forgotten. After
the decay of the flowers the calyx closes over the
seeds. These are not permitted to fall when ripe
by its again opening, but by the separation of a
small convex portion of its upper lip. These evi¬
dences of design meet us at every step through the
flower garden, and afford objects of pleasing inter¬
est as well as lessons of instruction to every welldirected mind.
Scutellaria macrantha possessesa long fusiform
root, therefore should be planted in a deep light
soil. It may be readily propagated from seeds.

CALANDRFNIA SPECIO 'SA.
SHOWY

CALANDRINIA.

Class.

Order.

DODECANDRIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
PORTULACEi'E.

Native of
Chile.

Height.
1 foot.

Flowers in
August.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1833?

No. 639.

The genus Calandrinia, was named by Humbolt
and Bonpland in honour of the Genevese botanist,
J . L. Calandrini.
This showy plant attracts not alone by its flowers
but also by its pale glaucous succulent foliage,which
is itself ornamental to the flower border. Two other
species, grandiflora and discolor, possess a nearly
similar appearance, excepting that the latter has its
leaves of a purplish pink colour beneath. These
plants are tender perennials, and would not come
within the professed limits of the Botanic Garden,
but that they may be cultivated as annuals, and
will flourish in the open ground, during summer,
where they will flower later or earlier in proportion
to the attention paid to their propagation.
The most sure method of cultivating the Calan¬
drinia speciosa is to sow the seeds in March, or early
in April, in a pot of light soil, placed in a hot¬
bed. As soon as the seedlings are strong enough
to bear removal they should be transplanted, singly,
into small pots to remain to strengthen, and then be
gradually hardened, for turning out with their balls
of earth entire, in May.
Bot. Mag. 3379.
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SPIRJS 'A BARBARA.
BEARDED

SPIR .2EA.

Class.

Order.

ICOSANDRIA.

DI -PENTAG YNI A.

Natural Order,
ROSACE-E.

Native of
Nepal.

Height.
4 feet.

Flowers in

June.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1835.

No. 640.

Spiraea, from the Greek speiua, a cord. See No.
153. The term barbata, bearded, is used in allu¬
sion to a little cluster of hairs which occurs at the
base of each petiole.

In the nurseries this plant is
known as Spiraea Japonica, a name which was
given it on account of its introduction to Belgium
from Japan , by Doctor Yon Sieboldt. It had,
however, been previously discovered in Nepal, by
Doctor Wallich, and by him named barbata.
This handsome species of Spiraea was transmitted
to England from Belgium, and proves to be a most
desirable addition to the genus. Its tall and deli¬
cate racemes of flowers will form an elegant back¬
ground in the parterre to plants of lower stature.
The specimen of this novelty from which we deri¬
ved our drawing was obligingly supplied from the

Birmingham Botanic Garden.
It appears to be perfectly hardy, and will grow
soil; but, as with the upright Phloxes
and plants of similar growth, it may be very advan¬
tageous to its luxuriance to remove it occasionally.
It may be propagated by dividing its roots, which
is best effected in the spring.
in any common

Don’s Syst. Bot. 2, 519.
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