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Gaillardia bicolor / Gentiana gelida / Nymphaea pygmaea / Delphinium triste.
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GAILAR'DIA BI'COLOR.
Var. picta.
PAINTED

GAILARDIA.

Class.

Order.

SYNGENESIA.

FRUSTRANEA.

Natural Order.
composite

Native of
Carolina.

Height.
2 feet.

:.

Flowers in

July , Oct.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1834.

No . 641.

The uncertainty which exists respecting the
orthography of the Frenchman’s name, adopted to
distinguish this genus, has given it some irregu¬
larity. It is sometimes spelt’Gallardia. We have
already published the original variety of this plant
under No. 100, but the one now under notice pos¬
sesses so much beauty, and has been sought with
such avidity, that we consider a figure of it indis¬
pensable. Moreover, this is not a variety which
has originated in our own gardens, but was raised
from seeds, collected by Drummond in Louisiana,
whence they were sent to this country and dis¬
tributed amongst his supporters.
Considerable difference will be observed amongst
the flowers of this varriety, the ray of some of them
being wholly of a deep rich sanguineous colour, or
tipt in the slightest degree only with yellow, whilst
in others the yellow will be seen to occupy nearly
half of its surface. Dr. Hooker has observed also
that in some of its blossoms which he examined all
the florets of the ray had a bilabiate corolla, whilst
others were only partially of such character. Our
plants had no such peculiarity. The foliage

amongst different individuals is equally variable,
being entire, some toothed, and
others pinnatifid; some closely covered with a
mixture of long and short hair, whilst others are
nearly destitute of such clothing. This incon¬
stancy of character has given rise to the adoption
of different names in the nurseries, where plants
may be found under the names of Gailardia picta,
Gailardia Richardsonii, Gailardia Drommondii, all
of which are seedling varieties only off our present
subject. This propensity adds to the interest with
which the cultivator will propagate this species from
seeds. It is a pleasing anticipation that arises in
the mind when we merely look forward to the full
maturity of a favourite plant, which, with solici¬
tude, we have watched from its birth, and known
exactly to what degree of perfection its character
and beauty will arrive, to reward our attentions.
This pleasure is, however, greatly increased when
the perfect qualities of our nursling can be deve¬
loped by time alone, and the imagination left free to
give it healthy luxuriance, to magnify its undeve¬
loped blossoms, and paint them with colours more
brilliant than even nature herself. This, we say,
is a pleasure well known to the zealous florist,
well adapted to produce a favourable influence on
his mind; and the judicious enjoyment of it cannot
be supposed but pleasing to Him who appointed
it for our gratification.
The Gailardia bicolor may be increased by cut¬
tings or division of its roots ; or, more advanta¬
geously,. from seeds which are produced freely.
Seedling plants will not flower till the second year.

some of the leaves

Hort. Kew. 2, v. 5, 129.

GENTIA 'NA GEL'IDA.
ICE - COLD GENTIAN.

Class.

Order.

PENTANDRIA .

DIGYNIA.

Natural Order.
GENTIANACE.® .

Native of
Siberia.

Height.
1 foot.

Flowers in
'June, July.

Duration
Perennial.

Introduced
in 1807.

No. 642.

Gentiana, from Gentius, king of a small state
in Europe, on the northern side of the Adriatic,
opposite to Italy . To what peculiarity of the plant
this specific name applies, we know not.
There are very few prettier genera of low-tufted
plants than Gentiana, but they are not always suc¬
cessfully cultivated. Pure air, and not too dry a
situation, seems to be most favourable to the spe¬
cies in general. A peaty soil is favourable to this
and all the smaller species of Gentian, but indis¬
pensable to few. The whole admit of increase by
division of their roots.
The opinions of the medicinal qualities of all
Gentians entertained by the old herbalists, have
been founded on the Gentiana lutea, the roots of
which form an article of commerce at the present
day. They are imported from the north of Europe,
and used chiefly as a tonic and stomachic. Par¬
kinson, in his Paradisus Terrestris,says, •‘ The won¬
derful wholesomeness of Gentian cannot be easily
known to ns, by reason our dainty tastes refuse to
take thereof, for the bitterness sake, but otherwise
it would undoubtedly work admirable cures.'’
Loudon’s Ency . of PI. 204.
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NYMPHiE 'A PYGMiE'A.
PYGMY WATER LILY.
Order.

Class.

MONOGYNIA.

P0LYAXDR1A.

Natural

Order .

NYMPHJEACEJE.

Habit.
Native of
C. G. Hope.j Floating*.

Flowers in
May, Sept.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1805.

No. 643.

The generic name, Nymphsea, has been continued
from the Greek nymphaia of Theophrastus and
Dioscorides, a name given to Nymphsea alba, or
common white water lily. “ It was,” says Sir J. E.
Smith, “ so called, with much taste, in allusion to
the nymphs supposed to inhabit those pure and
limpid waters where it grows; nor was it an un¬
worthy emblem of the elegance and delicacy attri¬
buted to those imaginary beings.”
Aquatic plants deserve to meet more of the flo¬
rist’s attention than has been bestowed on them.
There is scarcely a garden but may have its little
pond, either natural or artificial ; and with the aid
of this, in addition to the convenience it affords by
its continual supply of water where so much is re¬
quired, many aquatic and marsh plants may be
successfully cultivated.
The roots of the Nymphsea pygmsea may be
planted in the mud of a pond, where the water
is regularly about a foot deep, or it may be kept
in a pot of loam, and the pot immersed a little
beneath the surface of the water. In winter its depth
in water should be a security against frost.
Don’s Syst, Bot. 1, I26v
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DELPHI 'NIUM TRIS 'TE.
SAD LARKSPUR.

Class.

Order.

POLYANDRIA.

TRIGYNIA.

Natural Order.
RANUNCULACEAE

Native of
Dahuria.

Height.
2 feet,

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
July , Aug. Perennial. in 1819.
No. 644.

Delphinium is deduced from the Greek name of
the Dolphin, see No. 29.
This is a somewhat singular species of Larkspur,
which may well have the appellation triste, or sad,
applied to its blossoms. As an object of singular
tint in the garden its flowers will be acceptable; if
they do not add brilliancy by direct means, they
may assist in giving comparative splendour to
other objects, and it is no mean portion of the real
artist’s ability which he will devote to giving his
picture effect by contrasts, for as Sir Joshua
Reynolds says “ A certain quantity of cold colours
is necessary to give value and lustre to the warm
colours.” Since none have more brilliant colours
for their purposes than the florist, it is certain that
the effect of them may be heightened by judicious
arrangement, although he may not be able to make
a picture in nature qualified to carry away the prizes
of the Royal Academy.
Apart from all figure, we may make favourable
mention of the sober coloured Delphinium, which
is perfectly hardy, and may be grown in any com¬
mon soil, and divided for increase.
Don’s Syst. Bot. 1, 54.

