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BARTO'NIA AU'REA.
GOLDEN-FLOWERED BARTONJA.
Class.

Order.

ICOSANDRIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Oi'der.
LOASACEAL.

Native of
California.

Height.
2 feet.

Flowers in

J illy,

Duration. Introduced
Annual.
in 1833.

No. 645.

This genus was named in honour of Dr. Barton,
professor of Botany at Philadelphia.
Bartonia aurea is a beautiful annual, but is not
very hardy, nor do its polished golden corollas fully
unfold themselves and expose its girdle of delicate
stamens but under exposure to the sun. It should
be raised in a hotbed, and afterwards have a warn
situation in the borders, with frequent waterings.
The plants of this genus, indeed of the entire or¬
der Loasacese, are American. The rapidly increas¬
ing importance which attaches to the Flora of this
country, must be matter of gratulation to every lover
of the science of botany. To the exertions of one
man alone, under the auspices of the London Hor¬
ticultural Society, Great Britain is indebted for two
hundred living species of American plants, nearly
all them quite hardy, and now forming the princi¬
pal ornaments of our gardens. Douglas, to whom
we allude, trod the wilds of the new world and dis¬

covered splendid specimens of vegetation, which
from the first dawn of their existence, through
countless ages, had flowered in their brilliancy, and
breathed out their perfume only for the tenants of the
162

wilderness. The emotions of a traveller, wanderinglike Douglas—oftentimes alone, and far from the
abode of civilization, surrounded by scenes of wild
grandeur, may well be expressed in the language
of the Poet :—
Ye bright mosaics! that , with storied beauty,
The floor of Nature’s temple tesselate,
What numerous emblems of instructive duty
Your forms create!
’Neath cloistered boughs, each floral bell that swingeth,
And tolls its perfume on the passing air,
Makes Sabbath in the fields, and ever ringeth
A call to prayer.
Not to the domes where crumbling arch and column
Attest the feebleness of mortal hand,
But to that fane, most catholic and solemn,
Which God hath planned.
To that cathedral, boundless as our wonder,
Whose quenchless lamps the sun and moon supply;
Its choir the winds and waves,—its organ thunder,—
Its dome the sky.

There, as in solitude and shade I -wander,
Through the green aisles, or stretched upon the sod,
Awed by the silence, reverently ponder
The ways of God,
Your voiceless lips, O flowers! are living preachers,
Each cup a pulpit, every leaf a book,
Supplying to my fancy numerous teachers
From loneliest nook.

Here I, O God ! in churchless lands remaining,
Far from all voice of teachers and divines,
Fail not to find, in flowers of thy ordaining,
Priests, sermons, shrines.—H . Smith.
Bot. Reg. 1831.

O'ROBUS CANES 'CENS.
CA.NESCENT

BITTER

VETCH.

Class.

Order.

DIADELPHIA .

DECA.NDRIA.

Natural Order.
LEGUMINOSJE.

Native of
France.

Height.
1 foot.

Flowers in
May, June.

Duration
Perennial.

Introduced
in 1816.

No. 646.

Named from the Greek, as previously noticed,
in allusion to its stimulating properties when given
as food to cattle.
The natural order, Leguminosse, is one of the
most important in the botanical system, containing
as it does, so great a number of agricultural and
medicinal plants. The celebrated traveller, Hum¬
boldt, calculated that it contains a twelfth part of
all the flowering plants on the globe. It has been
divided into several tribes by Decandolle, and our
present plant belongs to that called Papilionace®,
from papilio, a butterfly. The young botanist ne¬
ver can fail to identify a papilionaceous or pea¬
like flower, see Lathyrus odoratus, No. 369.
Orobus canescens is a neat ornament for the bor¬
der, rendered the more pleasing by the lightness
and elegance of its pinnate leaves, &c ; which, like
most other leaves of similar formation, possess some
degree of irritability, and are influenced by the
state of the atmosphere—sometimes spreading wide
to receive the full benefit of light and heat ; at
others, falling for protection or repose. It may be
increased by division or raised from seeds.
Don’s Syst. Bot. 2, 340.

RUDBECK 'IA ASPER 'RIMA.
ROUGH

RUDBECKIA.

Class.

Order.

SYNGENESIA.

FRUSTRANEA.

Natural Order.
COMPOSITE.

Native of
N. America

Height.
3 feet.

Flowers in Duration. Introfluced
September. Perennial. in 1833.

No. 647.

The name of Ruclbeck is familiar to most bot¬
anists. A portion of a work by the elder professor
of this name, in the Sherardian Library, at Oxford,
should be inspected by every one who has an oppor¬
tunity of doing so. It is a specimen of the botani¬
cal zeal and industry that existed prior to the labours
of the celebrated Linneus.
This showy species, named by Professor Hornemann, of Copenhagen, belongs to the genus Echin¬
acea, as established by the German botanist Moench.
It was raised in the Birmingham Botanic Garden,
from seeds communicated by Mr. Hunneman, who
had received them from the Continent. We are
not aware of its existence in any other collection in
this country; it may, nevertheless, have been intro¬
duced to others from the same source.

Rudbeckia asperrima, in the open borders, be¬
comes a very showy plant ; and, like most others
of the same genus, requires but little attention if
planted in a light rich soil. The roots may be divi¬
ded in spring or autumn; but the former season
should be preferred, that it may not have long to
remain dormant after removal.
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LUPI 'NUS TOMENTO 'SUS.
WOOLLY LUPINE.
Class.

Order.

MONADELPHIA.

DECANDRIA.

Natural

Order.

I.FGUMINOS/E.

Native of
Peru.

Height.
3 feet.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
July to Sept. Perennial. in 1826.
No. 648.

For the derivation of the name, Lupinus, see
No. 310.
Were the fates to decree, that we should choose
one from amongst the many beautiful species of
Lupine, and be deprived of every other, Lupinus
tomentosus should be the one we would adopt.
Not that it is the most splendid species, for two or
three others in some degree excel it ; but not one
affords us the variety of tint as our favourite tomen¬
tosus. Not only are the flowers on the same plant
changeable, but seedling varieties will occur of com¬
pletely different hues from that of the parent.
Blue, purple, white, yellow, and every intermediate
tint may be found amongst them. It was formerly
a maxim that as men sowed so should they reap;
but this is no longer indisputable. Even Lupines
have caught the changeable character of the times.
Favourite varieties may be increased by division
of their roots or by cuttings, but the finest plants are
produced from seeds. Propagation by this means
affords increased pleasure from the excitement of
hope that varieties with new beauties will be ob¬
tained.
Don’s Syst. Bot. 2, 369.

