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CIS'TUS LUSITAN 'ICUS.
LUSITANIAN

CISTUS.

Class.

Order.

POLYANDRIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
CISTINACEiE.

Native of
S. Europe.

Height.
3 feet.

Flowers in

August.

Habit.
Shrub.

Introduced
before 1830.

No. 649.

The name, Cistus, has been handed down to us
from the Greeks, who, it is believed, founded it on
their word kise , signifying a box ; and applied it
to their plant from the shape of its seed-vessel. Lutanicus from Lusitania, the ancient name of a por¬
tion of Spain, and the native country of the plant
under consideration.
This species of Cistus is of late introduction, and
must not be confounded with the common Gum
Cistus of our gardens, which is both a larger and a
hardier species.
Few more beautiful objects are seen in the shrubberry than the various species of this showy genus.
The daily produce and decay of their flowers is
little less than a wonder, even where all is wonder¬
ful. They rise like the sun itself, decked in brilli¬
ancy to cheer every beholder; and their brightness
gradually fades but to return again with morning.

On dry elevated rock-work, this plant will sur¬
vive severe winters, still it will be safest to protect
young plants in the frame, which may be readily
propagated from cuttings of the young wood. It
prefers a light loamy soil.
163

ADENOCAR 'PUS INTERME 'DIUS.
INTERMEDIATE ADENOCARPUS.
Class .

Order.

MONADELPHIA.

DECANDRIA.

Natural

Order.

LEGUMINOSJ£.

Native of
Sicily.

Height.
3 feet.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
MarchjApril. Perennial. in 1825?
No- 650.

Adenocarpus is deduced from two Greek words,
ADEN, gland ; and karpos

, fruit .

This compound

word alludes to certain glands with which the leg¬
ume is beset. Intermedius is, we presume, applied
to the character of the plant being intermediate be¬
tween other species—perhaps Hispanicus and parvifolius.
Adenocarpus has, at present, but six species, all
very ornamental plants in spring, when clothed, as
they then usually are, with a profusion of brilliant
yellow flowers. The genus has been made up, prin¬
cipally, from Cytisus, one of the principal distinc¬
tive characters being alluded to in the name, the
legume of Adenocarpos having pedicellate glands
on all sides, whilst that of Cytisus is glandless.
These glands are little appendages found on vari¬
ous parts of some plants ; whilst they are not at all
discoverable on any part of others. The object
which the gland is intended to effect is not at pre¬
sent understood. Linneus’s definition does not teach
much, he says it is “ a little tumour discharging a
fluid and modern science has not at present disclo¬
sed to us anything more satisfactory. Dr. Lindley,

in his admirable Introduction to Botany warns
his readers from confounding glands with glandu¬
lar hairs, but he omits to point out any well-ascer¬
tained distinction between them. On no plant is a
glandular appendage more prominent than on the
Moss Rose. The substance called moss is entirely
of this character, and is an interesting object for
microscopic examination, to which we would refer
our readers for an example of what are called
glands. Another instance of the existence of glands
in a very different form, may be seen on examining
a leaf of the Black Currant. The upper surface of
this leaf is quite smooth, and if it be gently scraped
with a knife whilst the under surface rests on a soft
part of the hand, very little of the odour peculiar
to it will be discovered; but if the under surface be
so scraped or pressed, it will freely yield its power¬
ful scent. This arises from the under surface be¬
ing beset with numerous little yellowish pellucid
glandular spots, which on examination will be
found to contain an essential oil ; and these being
broken, their fluid will be dispersed over the surface,
and give out its peculiar aroma.
Adenocarpus intermedius may be propagated
without difficulty by taking cuttings of the young
wood, or the young shoots may be slipped off in
May or June, and being planted in a shady place
under a hand glass, will strike root readily. When
sufficiently rooted, which may be known by their
growth, they should be potted singly, into a mixture
of peat and loam. Although the young plants will
bear exposure during a mild winter, it will be safest
to protect them in the cold frame.
Don ’s Syst . Bot . 2,158.

PRIM 'ULA CARNIO 'LICA.
CARNIOLIAN PRIMROSE.
Order.

Class .

MONOGYNIA.

FENTANDRIA .

Natural

Order.

PRIMUEACE ^ .

Native of
Carniola.

Height.
£ foot.

Duration Introduced
Flowers in
Mar. April. Perennial. in 1826.
No. 651.

The derivation of the word Primula has frequently
been noticed, and as its blossom is one of the earliest
of spring to revive our floral enthusiasm, we may
hope that our younger readers have not forgotten
the application of the name.

This beautiful little Primula is rarely met with in
gardens of amateurs, nor, indeed, is it common in
our nurseries. Unlike many attractive plants, of
late introduction, it cannot be increased without
limit, and spread over this island of flowers in a few
months as if generated by the summer breeze. No
circumstance so prominently shews the interest ex¬
cited amongst all grades of society in behalf of flo¬
riculture as the avidity with which newly-introduced
plants are sought and distributed.
The Primula Carniolica being hitherto scarce
has usually been protected in the cold frame, during
winter; and to possess it in the greatest luxuriance
this practice may still be adopted. It appears, how¬
ever, to be as hardy as others of its continental
congeners, and may be planted in peat, on rockwork, with the shade of a stone to protect it from
the mid-day sun.
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SCIL 'LA CAMPANULA'TA.
var. alba.
CAMPANULATE SQUILL.
Class .

Order.

HEXANDRIA .

MONOGYNIA.

Natural

Order.

ASPHODELACEffi.

Native of
Spain.

Height.
1 foot.

Flowers in 1 Duration. Introduced
May, June. Perennial. in 1683.

No. 652.
t

Scilla is derived from the Greek skillo , to dry.
The name alludes to the medicinal drying proper¬
ties attending the external use of the plant to which
it was applied. Our Scilla maritimais supposed to
have been the skiixa of the Greeks, but is now
not used as an external remedy.

The coloured varieties of Scilla campanulata are
more common than the white, and less beautiful.
In the borders the fine racemes of delicately white
little bells, in the month of May, are very orna¬
mental, and present themselves at that season when
most desirable—when crocuses and their attendants
have disappeared, and the summer flowers are only
preparing to greet us with their presence. A small
collection of Scillas would progressively afford
flowers from the beginning of March to the end of
June. Scilla Sibiriea; bifolia—blue, white, and
red ; amoena; and campanulata, are all hardy and
desirable.
Scilla campanulata increases freely; but will be
grown in the greatest perfection by taking up the
bulbs when the leaves decay, and planting them a
few inches apart.
Hort. Kew. 2, v. 2, 263.

