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BER'BERIS EMPETRIFOLIA.
CROWBERRY -LEAYED BARBERRY.

Order.

Class.

MONOGYNIA.

HEXANDRIA .

Natural Order.
BERBERIDACE^ .

Native of
S. America.

Height.
2 feet.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
April, May. Perennial. in 1830.

No. 653.

Why the word Berberis was originally adopted
as the name of a plant, cannot, now, with any de¬
gree of certainty, be ascertained. Its origin has,
usually, been assigned to the Arabic language, but
some authors think the word is deduced from the
Greek bekberi , signifying a shell.
The late severe winter (1837-8) has proved de¬
structive to some of our newly introduced species of
Barberry, but empetrifolia has escaped uninjured ;
at least, the plant from which we were favoured with
our specimen for drawing, has done so. This, per¬
haps, might be expected of a shrub which is found
abundantly about the Straights of Magellan, even
to the most southern point of South America, rang¬
ing from 50 to 52| degrees of latitude. It now
grows exposed in the garden of the Birmingham
Botanical Society. It is a desirable, and in flow¬
er, a very ornamental, slender, inclining, shrub—
one that would be shown to much advantage if
trained to a wall of good aspect. Some of the
species which are commonly known as Barberries
have been arranged by botanists under a separate
genus called Mahonia. The most prominent mark
164

of distinction in the plants contained in Mahonia is their pinnate leaves; those species retained
as true Barberries having undivided leaves, like
the common English shrub, published under No.
383 .

In our article on the Berberis vulgaris we noticed
the irritability of its stamens, a circumstance now
pretty generally known; some further particulars
of this physiological fact may not, however, be un¬
interesting to many of our readers. It should be
noticed, that although the stamen exhibits a high
degree of irritability when touched on that side of
its base next to the germ, the same phenomenon
does not occur when it is touched on the outside of
the filament, nor does the anther possess irritability.
It is further noticed by G. Don, in his General Sys¬
tem of Botany, that “ If the stamen be bent to
the stigma by means of a pair of scissors applied
to the anther, no contraction of the filament is pro¬
duced. From all this, it is evident, that the spring
of the stamens is owing to a high degree of irritabi¬
lity in the side of the filament next the germ, by
which, when touched, it contracts, that side becomes
shorter than the other, and consequently the fila¬
ment is bent towards the germ. This irritability is
perceptible in flowers of all ages. If the germ is
cut off the filaments will still contract; and nothing
being in their way, will bend over quite to the op¬
posite side of the flower.”
The Berberis empetrifolia grows freely in sandy
peat, and may be increased by laying the young
shoots. These will make roots, so as to admit of
separation in about twelve months.
Don ’s Syst . Bot . v . 1,117.

LEUCO'JUM AUTUMNA'LE.
AUTUMNAL SNOW- FLAKE.

Class.

Order.

HEXANDRIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
amaryllidace/b

Native of
Portugal.

Height.
6 inches.

Flowers in Duration. Cultivated
September. Perennial. in 1629.
No. 654.

The name of this genus is of Greek origin, being
derived from leukos , white, and ion, a violet.
The Leucojum autumnale is said, by Curtis, to be
not only a native of Spain and Portugal, but also
of the neighbourhood of Algiers, growing on dry
sandy hills; and that specimens have been received
also from the Rocks of Gibraltar.

For the plant from which our drawing of this
interesting little autumnal beauty was made, we are
indebted to the kindness of the Rev. H. T. Ellacombe, of Bitton Rectory, near Bath ; a Gentleman
whose zeal and activity in the collection and cul¬
ture of rare hardy plants, is only equalled by his
generosity in distributing them to those who appre¬
ciate their value. We owe him much gratitude.
This plant is not commonly met with, even in
extensive collections, although it was known to the
old English botanists, and called a bulbous violet
by them, after its original nomenclature.
In dry situations the Leucojum autumnale will
not require protection, but in wet retentive soil,
during severe frost, it should have a little surface
covering.
Hort. Kew. 2, v. 2, 112.
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ZEPHYRAN 'THES CAN'DIDA.
WHITE

ZEPHYRANTHES.

Class.

Order.

HEXANDRIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
AMARYLLIDACEjE.

Native of
Peru.

Height.
6 inches.

Duration. Introduced
September. Perennial. in 1822.

Flowers in

No. 655.

Zephyranthes, an unexplained generic name, es¬
tablished by the Honourable and Rev. W. Herbert.
This plant we have possessed several years, and
it has lived in the borders, without protection, till
the last severe winter of 1837-8. A plant which
had the protection of a glazed frame was not, how¬
ever, in the least degree injured, although the incle¬
mency of the season was excessive. Its white un¬
obtrusive flowers continue to be produced for several
weeks in the months of August and September.
Zephyranthes, says Mr. Herbert, may be looked
upon as the Crocus of hot countries.
In planting borders it is customary to place dwarf
bulbous plants near to the front ; that is, such as
Crocusses, Scillas, Jonquills, Van Thol Tulips,
Erythroniums, &c., and the plan is reasonable and
convenient, inasmuch as annuals and herbaceous
perennials may be planted behind them, to spread
over the places their dormant bulbs occupy in sum¬
mer. The Zephyranthes Candida also should oc¬
cupy a front situation, but it should be remembered
that, as it flowers in autumn, spreading plants
should not be placed too near it.

n
iliji

psaa

life'vFc?

i -I’

■te *U>S4:

CHRYSANTHEMUM IN 'DICUM.
INDIAN

CHRYSANTHEMUM.

Class.

Order.

SYNGENESIA.

SDPERFLTJA.

Natural Order
COMPOSITE.

Native of
China.

Height.
2 feet.

Flowers in

October.

Duration Introduced
Perennial. in 1835 ?

No. 656.

Chrysanthemum is derived from the Greek lan¬
guage, literally meaning golden flower. See 353.
The present variety of Chrysanthemum has been
lately introduced to our gardens, but we are unac¬
quainted with the precise period of its introduction,
or the medium through which it was obtained. It
is, perhaps, the lowest in stature of any in cultiva¬
tion, and therefore has been called Chrysanthemum
pumilum in the nurseries; and is thought by some
persons, to possessa specific destinction from any
other. As far as the species Sinense and Indicum
are distinct, and such distinction is now generally
recognised, our present plant must be considereda
variety of Indicum. It is very probable that both
plants will ultimately be transferred to the genus
Pyrethrum.
This plant, although its flowers are not of brilli¬
ant colour, is a most desirable addition to our au¬
tumnal gaieties. It is a profuse flowerer, and hardy;
and itsucceds well under the treatment usually be¬
stowed on Chinese Chrysanthemums, either in pots
or otherwise. If planted against a wall it will flower
most abundantly.

