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RUDBECK 'IA COLUMNA'RIS.
var, pulcherrima,
PAINTED - RAYED RUDBECKIA.
Class .

Order.

SYNGENESIA.

FRUSTRANEA.

Natural

Order.

COMPOSITE.

Native of
Texas.

Height.
feet.

Flowers in

August.

Duration Introduced
Perennial. in 1835.

No. 657.

Under No. 336, we published the usual plain yel¬
low variety of Rudbeckia columnaris, which was
introduced to Great Britain from North America,

in 1811. The present beautiful and improved co¬
louring of this flower is too attractive to admit of
neglect. The plants possessing it were raised from
seeds, under the direction of Mr. John Miller, in
the Durdham Down nursery, near Bristol, and
were amongst the novelties exhibited there by him,
to many of the members of the British Association,
in 1836. He had received the seeds from Mr.
Drummond, who discovered the plant in Texas.
They were amongst the last, we believe, which were
sent to this country by that indefatigable collector,
he having died soon afterwards in Cuba, where he
had proceeded in search of other rarities of the
vegetable and auimal kingdoms.
Professor Don has instituted a new genus, named
Ratibida, for this plant, on account of its differing
in a trifling degree in its achinea and pappus from
others of the genus Rudbeckia.
It may be grown with success in sandy peat; and
admits of division at the root.
165

Loudon's Ency. of PI. 730.

ANDROMEDA TETRAGO 'NA.
FOUR -ANGLED ANDROMEDA.

Class.

Order.

BECANDRIA.

MOMOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
ericace

Native of
Lapland.

Height
6 inches.

s ..

Flowers in
April.

Habit.
Shrub.

Introduced
in 1810.

No. 658.

This genus has been named after Andromeda,
the fabled daughter of Cepheus and Cassiope, who
was rescued from the sea monster by Perseus, see
No. 240. The genus Andromeda, like Rudbeckia,
has been divided into several genera by Professor
D. Don, and the plant now under consideration is
his Cassiope tetragona.
The mere mention of Andromeda reminds us of
Linneus’s discovery of this very plant in Lapland
—that country of rugged features, made up of fright¬
ful rocks and stupendous mountains, cataracts, rivu¬
lets, and little valleys, upon which the sun sheds its
beams for three months without an hour’s intermis¬
sion, and then, as if exhausted of his effulgence, is
seen no more for the same length of time, leaving
the poor Laplander enveloped in snow and a murky
twilight, relieved alone by his reindeer sledge, and
the aurora borealis. Linneus, in his Flora Lapponica, says “Whilst I was walking quickly along, in a
profuse perspiration, facing the cold wind, at mid¬
night ; if I may call it night when the sun was shining
without setting at all ; casting my eager eyes around
me in all directions, I perceived as it were the shadow

plant, but did not stop to examine it, taking
it for the Empetrum. But after going a few steps
further, an idea of its being something I was unac¬
quainted with came across my mind, and I turned
back ; when I should again have taken it for the
Empetrum, had not its greater height caused me to
consider it with more attention. I know' not what
it is that so deceives the sight in our Alps during the
night, as to render objects far less distinct than in
the middle of the day, though the sun shines equally
of this

bright. The sun being near the horizon, spreads
its rays in such a horizontal direction, that a hat
can scarcely protect our eyes: besides, the shadows
of plants are so infinitely extended, and so con¬
founded with each other, from the tremulous agita¬
tion caused by the blustering wind, that objects
very different in themselves are scarcely to be dis¬
tinguished from each other.
It is a remarkably neat little shrub, which might
be mistaken at first sight for a heath. Although
small it is comparatively robust when seen with
another species of Andromeda—the hypnoides, a
plant which covers wide tracts of the northern regi¬
ons like moss.
Andromeda tetragona requires to be planted in
good sandy peat, and succeeds best in a shady situ¬
ation, covered with a hand-glass; or it may be kept
at all times in a shaded part of the cold frame. Al¬
though under a Lapland atmosphere, it can bear
the extremes of temperature, it cannot do the same
with us. Cuttings of the young shoots strike readily
in sand, under a bell-glass. Shade and a little bot¬
tom heat will aid their growth.
Don’s Syst. Hot. v. 3, 829.

DRACOCEPH 'ALUM PEREGRI 'NUM.
foreign

dragon ’s-head.

Class .

Order .

DIDYNAMIA.

GYMNOSPERMIA.

Natural

Order .

LABIATJE.

Native of
Siberia.

Height.
1 foot.

Flowers in

Duration. Introduced
September. Perennial. in 1759.
No. 659.

The word, Dracocephalum , from the Greek , liter¬
ally means dragon ’s-head . We have noticed this
name and its derivation at length under No . 57.
There is no species of Dracocephalum that can
be considered otherwise than very ornamental in
the garden , and nearly all are quite hardy . The
beautiful blue -flowering species, Altaiense , is suffici¬
ently so, but this it is impossible to preserve in the
open borders on account of the delight which slugs
appear to have in banqueting on it . Three pink
flowering species are met with in the nurseries,
bearing considerable resemblance to each other,
which for the little care they require should have a
place in every garden . They are the Virginianum
speciosum , and denticulatum . Another plant , a
greenhouse species, is worthy of notice , as a close
allie of those already mentioned —the Dracoceph¬
alum Canariense , or Balm of Gilead . This is so
easily managed in a dwelling -house that all may
have it, who possess sufficient taste to desire it.
The present species , peregrinum , may be divided
at the roots when increase is required ; it ripens
seeds, from which it may also be easily propagated.
Don’s Syst. Bot. v. 2, 813.

VESICA 'RIA GRANDIFLO 'RA.
LARGE - FLOWERED

YESICARIA.

Class.

Order.

TETRADYN-AMLA.

SILICULOSA.

Natural Order.
CRUCIACEJE

Native of
Texas.

Height.
If feet.

Flowers in Duration.
September. Annual.

Introduced
in 1835.

No. 660.

The name, Vesicaria, is deduced from the word
vesica

, a blister , or

bladder

.

It

was

originally

adopted in allusion to its bladder-like pods.

Amongst the tetradynamous class of annual
plants, notwithstanding they are numerous, and
many exotic species have been introduced to this
country at different times, there are very few which
are really deserving of cultivation in the flower
garden ; the Vesicaria grandiflora may, however,
be quoted as an exception, the size and profusion
of its flowers rendering it remarkably showy; they
have the recommendation too of being long-lived,
and appearing in succession for two or three months.
Seeds of this plant were collected by Drummond,
Texas, and sent by him to this country in 1835.
It does not appear to ripen a quantity of seed at all
proportionate to its produce of flowers. This cir¬

in

cumstance may occasion it to continue somewhat
rare in our gardens, and consequently the more an
object of desire.
It should be sown in March, and forwarded with
a little artificial heat. The young plants may be
transferred to the open ground in May.

