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ROSA LU'TEA.
williams ’s double

yellow

Class .

Var. plena.
briar.
Order.

ICOSANDRIA .

POLYGYNIA.

Natural Order.
ROSACEjE.

Origin.
Hybrid.

Height.
4 feet.

Flowers in

June.

Duration.
Perennial.

Raised
in 1826?

No. 661.

The Rose, so much prized by every nation on
earth, has a name in every language less dissimilar
from each other than, perhaps, any other flower.
The Celtic, Greek, and Latin rhos , rhodon , rosa,
form the base on which the name in many modern
languages has risen. They all have a manifest re¬
ference to a red colour. Our very word red is also
from the same root.
The beautiful double yellow,Rose, which we now
have the pleasure to introduce to our readers, was
raised from seed of the single yellow Austrian Rose,
about the year 1826, by J . Williams, Esq. of Pitmaston, near Worcester. It flowers much more
freely than the old variety, and is a most valuable
addition to our gardens.
The Austrian Rose, although single, does not pro¬
duce seed unless its flowers be fertilized by the pol¬
len of some other species. This, it is highly desi¬
rable, every person possessing it should attend to,
and endeavour to raise seedling plants, by which
means many varieties of the yellow Rose may ulti¬
mately be obtained.
This Rose requires no peculiarity of culture.
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Don’s Syst. Bot. 2, v. 577.

MEUS 'SA NE 'PETA.
FIELD BALM.
Class .

Order.

DIDYNAM1A.

GYM NOSPERMIA.

Natural Order.
LABIATAS.

Native of
Height.
Mt. Athos, 1 foot.

Flowers in

July , Oct.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1825?

No. 662.

The Greek word melissa , a bee, has been applied
as the name for a plant, on account of its flowers
yielding much honey. The word is a derivative from
melt , honey .

Nepeta is a town of Florence .

This

plant with others of its allies has undergone trans¬
fers from genus to genus, being at one time consid¬
ered a Thymus, at another Calamintha, at others,
Melissa; it may, however, now be hoped that by
the scientific research of Mr. Bentham, in his work
on the Labiate , the genera of this order are settled,
at least for many years to come.
This variety of Melissa Nepeta is known in the
gardens as Melissa Atheos. It has a neat and rather
bushy growth, and produces an abundance of its
delicate flowers. Its dwarf habit makes it a suitaable ornament for rock-work.
It proves to be perfectly hardy with us, and
will grow in any common garden soil. It may be
increased by division of its roots, in spring or au¬
tumn ; or, as the plant ripens seeds in our gardens,
it may be propagated from them with facility, and

with some advantage as respects the handsome¬
ness of the plants.
Don’s Syst. Bot. v. 4, 781.

VI'OLA PALMAEN 'SIS.
tree

violet.

Class

Order.

PENTAHDRIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
VLOLACEJE.

Native of
S. Europe.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1836?
May.

Height.
feet.

No. 663.

The Latin

word

Viola was founded on the Greek

ion , the name applied

by the Greeks

to a Violet,

probably our Viola odorata. Etymologists have
tried to discover why the term was first adopted as
a name for the plant, but the ancient Eastern poets
have so wrapped their connexion in fable as to defy
a discovery of the truth.
The classical reader can easily refer to such fables,
we, however, give the following as a specimen, re¬
ported in the words of Gerard, “ The Grecians did
call it ion , because certaine nymphs of Ionia gave
that floure to Iupiter. Others say it was called ion,
because when Iupiter had turned the young damosell Io, whom he tenderly loued, into a cow, the
earth brought forth this floure for her food.”
The Violet, it would seem, has been as much
esteemed in the East as with us; indeed the inhabi¬
tants of Persia and Turkey are said to make use of
it in their sherbet, in preference to fruit or other
flowers. John Baptist Tavernier, in his travels,
states that the sherbet drunk by the Grand Signor
himself is made of violets and sugar.
This odorous flower may vie with the Rose itself

for the attentions paid it by modern as well as an¬
cient poets. Perhaps no allusion to it by any wri¬
ter of any age, ever equalled, for delicacy of feeling,
that of our own immortal bard in the opening scene
of his Twelfth Night. He there represents the Duke

enraptured with a

sweet

strain of music, saying

“ That strain again—it had a dying fall:
O, it came o’er my ear like the sweet south,
That breathes upon a bank of violets,
shakspeare.
Stealing and giving odour."
The shrubby Violet now figured, does not agree with
any description to which we have access. Although
it displays not those rich and velvety tints, those
brilliant lacings of golden yellow, and deepest hues
of Tyrian dye which glow in the banners of the now-

favoured Pansy, it may claim attention for supe¬
rior strength and permanency, for its stems are
shrubby, of upright growth, and branched, render¬
ing the appellation “ Tree Violet ” less anomalous
than would at first appear.
It is possible that varieties may be raised between
the two species with some advantage to the florist;

for notwithstanding the present large size of our
garden Pansies, and the beauty which they dis¬
play, their parent, the Viola tricolor of our fields,
when compared with our present subject, is a very
insignificant flower. Superior stamina may, by
such mixture, be given to the offspring, without
much hazard of degeneracy in its flowers. These
are speculations which we leave for the considera¬
tion of the curious florist, worthy though they be of
the scrutinizing study of the profoundest philosopher.
Considereda frame plant, but probably quite hardy.

VACCIN'IUM VI'TIS ID 'jEA.
Var. majus.
COWBERRY.

Class .

Order.

OCTANDBIA .

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
ericacea

Native of
Height.
N. America. 9 inches.

:.

Flowers in
Mar. June.

Habit.
Shrub.

Introduced
Unknown.

No. 664.

The origin of the word Vaccinium has been a
question of uncertainty amongst critics, but is gen¬
erally believed to be but a changed spelling of baccinium, which may have been applied to a plant
from its bearing baccse, berries. Vitis idsea rubra
is a name which was used for this plant by old bot¬
anists.
The small variety of this plant is the red Wortleberry of Scotland, Wales, and the North of Eng¬
land ; found on stony turfy heaths and in moun¬
tainous woods. It is a little close-growing ever¬
green shrub, not unlike dwarf box ; and when or¬
namented with its delicate pale pink flowers is very
ornamental in the front of larger shrubs, or even
amongst herbaceous plants.
This plant will live and flower in almost every
sort of soil ; but to have it in perfection it must be
planted in a good sandy peat, in a shady situation.
Here it will spread by runners and produce fruit
abundantly. The fruit of the common variety is
gathered in many parts of Britain, and although
rather austere and bitter, makes, after being preser¬
ved, a very palatable tart.
Don’s Syst. Bot, v. 3, 855.
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