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VERBE 'NA

INCFSA.

CUT - LEAVED VERBENA.

Class.

Order.

DIDYNAMIA.

ANGIOSPERMIA.

Natural Order.
VERBENACEA!.

Native of
Height. Flowers in Duration. Introduced
S. America. 3 feet. June to Oct. Perennial. in 1836?
No. 605.

The derivation of the name, Verbena, has already
been noticed under No. 277.

The newly-introduced species of Verbena are
subjects not only of attention in our gardens, but
of great beauty, and even of splendor. Seeds of
the present new and attractive species were collec¬
ted at Santa Fee, by Mr. Tweedie, and transmitted
to G. F. Dickson, Esq., of Everton, near Liverpool,
and we believe to other individuals, by whom plants
were raised in 1836. In the quantity and gaiety
of its flowers, and luxuriance of growth, theVerbena
incisa is with us, superior to all others. A single
plant, put out late in the season, at the foot of a
southern wall, soon grew to the height of nearly
five feet, and continued long in beauty, with a con¬
stant display of upwards of a hundred heads of
flowers at a time. The changeable tint of its flow¬
ers from very deep to pale pink adds to the brilli¬
ancy of their effect.
Cuttings of this plant make root so very readily
that it may be increased to any extent. Seeds
are sparingly produced. It requires frame or house
protection during winter.
167
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NEMOTHILA AURI'TA.
EAR -XEAVED NEMOPHIXA.

Order.

Class

MONOGYNIA.

PENTANDRIA .

Natural Order.
HYDROFHYLLACE52.

Native of
California.

Height.
1 foot.

Flowers in

June

to

Aug:.

Duration.
Annual.

Introduced
in 1831.

No. 666.

The meaning of the generic name, Nemophila,
explained under No. 586,
Seeds of this Californian annual were sent to the
London Horticultural Society in 1831, by their
collector, the late David Douglas. It has not yet
come into general cultivation ; indeed, it is more a
stranger in our gardens than could be expected,
considering that it produces seed pretty freely, and
is quite hardy.
In the present instance the name of the plant,
happens, with more correctness than is usual, to
indicate one leading feature of its habit ; for, as
far as experience has yet explained its requirements,
shade would seem particularly advantageous to the
successful growth of the Nemophila, and conform¬
ably with such habit, its name points at its love of
groves. The poetic feeling thus conveyed in the
word Nemophila raises wood-nymphs and sylvan
fairies to the imagination, as fond nurses of floral
beauties, forcibly reminding us of Darwin’s poetic
allusion to the vegetation of seeds under the fos¬
tering care of Sylphs and Zephyrs, which he so cha¬
racteristically expresses, in his own peculiar style.—
is

Come ye soft Sylphs! who sport on Latian land;
Come! sweet lip’d Zephyr, and Favonius bland !
Teach the fine seed, replete with life, to shoot
On Earth ’s cold bosom its descending root ;
With pith elastic stretch its rising stem,
Part the twin lobes, and fan the aspiring gem.

The Natural Order to which Nemophila belongs
is, as Dr. Lindley says, interesting to the scientific
botanist from several peculiarities in its structure.
One of these is the singular manner in which the
seeds are fixed to the pericarpium. ‘In the begin¬
ning the ovarium has but one cell, from the bottom
of the cavity of which, and from opposite sides,
there spring two little plates attached by a small
stalk, and bearing two conical, rather distended,
obtuse bodies upon their inner face; at this time
the plates are formed of very minute and laxly co¬
hering vesicles of cellular tissue. By degrees these
plates enlarge, and become succulent and form two
fungous placentae, filling up the whole cavity of the
ovarium, while the bodies that they bear, changing
to ovula, are jammed in between the two opposing
faces of the placentae. At a later period, when the
flower has withered, the placentae so completely fill
the cavity and conceal the ovula, that they may
easily be mistaken for half-grown seeds. After
this time they generally diminish, till they become,
when the seeds are ripe, a mere membrane, which
lines the cavity of the capsule. The ovula them¬
selves, if squeezed in water, emit a cloudy matter,
which, when examined microscopically, is found to
consist of minute moving particles, mixed with
drops of an oily fluid.’*
* Bot , Reg. 1601,

OR'CHIS USTULA'TA.
DARK -TVINGED ORCHIS.

Order.

Class .

MONANDRIA.

GYNANDRIA.

Natural Order.
ORCHIDACEiE.

Native of
England.

Height
4 inches.

Flowers in
June.

Duration. Inhabits
Perennial. Chalky pi.

No. 667.

Orchis, a Greek name which has an allusion to
the tuberous roots.
It would seem in some degree unnecessary to
mention the attractions possessed by any of the
Orchidaceous order of plants. Our British hardy
species are always admired; and the numerous ex¬
otic species are amongst the most wonderful pro¬
ductions of nature. It is the cultivation of them
which demands notice, from the difficulty which is
generally experienced in their management. A bed
of hardy Orchises, growing luxuriantly in a garden,
is indeed a rarity ; still, this need not be the case.
It should be remembered that our present species,
and many of its congeners, are natives of chalky
districts only ; and they rarely or never succeed
but on a natural or artificial substratum of chalk
or lime-stone, They should be planted in a mix¬
ture of loam and chalk, removing them when in
blossom: and in regard to aspect, an eastern, or
varying from that to a northern, has always been
observed to be most congenial to their growth.
A due regard to these leading features of cultivation
will remove the principal difficulties.
Hort. Kew. 2, 5, 189.

GENIS 'TA TRI 'QUETRA.
TRIANGULAR

GENISTA.

Order.

Class.

DECANDTIIA.

MONADELPHIA.

Natural Order.
LEGUM1N0S® .

Native of
Corsica.

Height,
2 feet.

TIahit.
Flowers in
June . j Shrub.

Introduced
in 1770.

No. 668.

Genista, see No. 594. The specific name, triquetra, alludes to the triangular stem which occurs in
this species.
During a month or more of the earjy part of the
summer it is a remarkably gay shrub ; at which
time it flowers most profusely, ancl may he easily
so disposed as to enblazon the surface of a wall or
terrace almost as with gold. It is not requisite
that it should have the advantage of such situations
otherwise than to assist its trailing habit, which un¬
less so aided will not admit of its rising so high as
may be desirable in some situations, to show it to
advantage.
Where it is required to spread low over the sur¬
face of mounds, or on artificial rock-work, this
shrub may be so trained as to produce a complete
covering ; an object which it is not unfrequently
desirable to attain, on irregular rocky borders.
We have not seen this shrub ripen seeds, still it
is probable that if grown under very favourable cir¬
cumstances it would do so. It may be readily and
abundantly propagated by layers ; and will grow
in any common soil.
Don’s Syst. Bot. v. 2, 149.
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