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I'RIS CHINEN 'SIS.
CHINESE

IRIS.

Order.

Class

MONOGVNIA.

TRIANDRIA .

'Natural Order.
IRIDE55.

Native of
China.

Height.
2 feet.

Flowers in
May , June.

Duration.
Perennial.

Introduced
in 1792.

No . 669.

Iris, the Greek name of the rain-bow. It was a
happy thought of the old botanists to connect the
rain-bow—its colouring, and its evanescence—with
flow'ers ; and the more so, since the summer shower
and sunny ray are equally the parents of both.
The Iris Chinensis is usually cultivated in the
green-house, and very frequently with equal suc¬
cess, as a window plant ; it is however, sufficiently
hardy to bear a mild winter when exposed in the
borders. We have met with a singular practice in
its cultivation, which is considered indispensible to
its luxuriant growth by the persons who adopt it;
this is, watering it regularly with boiling water;
the water being poured into the pan in which the pot
with the plant is placed. Whether water be better
adapted after boiling, to the requirements of this
plant we are not prepared to state, but it is certain
that with it this Iris often flowers splendidly. Al¬
though this plant may be cultivated as a halfhardy or frame plant, it does not flower so finely
as when kept in the window of a sitting room. It
should have a rich soil, and may be divided at any
season of the year.
168

Hort . Kew . 2 , 1, 123.

CENOTHE'RA DENTA 'TA.
TOOTHED

CENOTHERA.

Class.

Order.

OCTANDRIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
ONAGRARIJE.

Native of
Chili.

Height.
foot.

Flowers in
June to Aug.

Duration.
Annual.

Introduced
in 1832.

No . 670.

For the meaning and origin of the generic name
see No 201.
Although the flowers of this rather scarce species
of annual CEnothera are small, their abundance
makes the plant altogether showy, and its effect is
further heightened by the lively tint of its stems.

It grows compactly together in patches, where
sown, and never rises but a few inches above the
surface of the ground, hence from its habit as well
as its beauty, it is well suited for the front of the
parterre, or for ornamenting rock-work. This beau¬
tiful little plant is so distinct in habit from the nu¬
merous ornamental (Enotheras at present in com¬
mon cultivation, and from annuals generally, that it
should not be wanting in any respectable collection.
As the CEnothera dentata comes into flower early,
in regard to the time it is sown, it would be un¬
necessary to make the general sowing before the
middle of April. This may be done in the borders,
if slugs can be securely guarded against, otherwise
it will be better to sow'it in pots and transplant the
seedlings when half an inch high. If sown in May
it would blossom late in autumn.
Don ’s Syst . Bot . v . 2 , 684.

EPILO 'BIUM LATIFO 'LIUM.
BROAD - LEAVED WILLOW - HERB.

Order.

Class .

MONOGYNIA.

OCTANDRIA.

Natural Order.
ONAGRARIA2.

Native of
Europe.

Height.
2 feet.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
JulyAugust. Perennial. in 1779.

No. 671.

The name, Epilobium,is deduced from the Greek
language, signifying, literally, a Violet upon a pod.
It was not uncommon for the Greeks to use the
name of the Voilet to indicate beauty, hence it is
used in the present instance without reference to
any real resemblance between the flowers.
The Epilobium latifolium is a very ornamental
plant, suitable for the borders or rock-work, and
would, perhaps, be as generally cultivated as the
Pink or Polyanthus were it at all times as easily
subjected to division; this, however is not the case,
for oftentimes it is not only not visible on the sur¬
face of the ground, but it is not readily found be¬
neath it, for a single under-ground shoot will tra¬
vel, in a light soil, two or three feet in a season,
scarcely leaving a fibre to mark the place of its
former residence.

If the creeping suckers of this species of Epilo¬
bium be transplanted in autumn or spring they
will grow; and it will be found advantageous to
plant it in a strong soil, which by checking its rov¬
ing habit will concentrate its growth, and thereby
increase its gaiety.
Don’s Syst. Bot. v. 2, 680.
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AS'TER CAS'SIARABICUS.
CASSIARABIAN

ASTER.

Class.

Order.

SYNGENESIA.

SUPERFLUA.

Natural Order.
COMPOSITE!.

Native of
Iberia.

Height
2 feet.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
September. Perennial. in 1834.
No. 672.

The derivation of the name has been previously
noticed.
Under No. 188 we published the Aster Amelins,
than which very few species are more desirable, and

none possessing the same classic interest. The
present species is closely allied to it, but is of supe¬
rior growth and beauty, has greater depth of colour,
and is even a more abundant floweret' than Amel¬
ius. Mr. Cameron informs us that it was raised in
the Birmingham Horticultural Society’s Garden,
in 1834, from seeds, received from Russia. It may
probably be the Aster Ibericus of Stevens, which
Decandolle considereda variety of Amellus. This,
at the present moment, we have not the means of
determining.
The Aster belongs to one of the most extensive
vegetable families in nature. It is one of the Syngenesious Class of Linneus, and Natural Order
Compositse, (compound flowers) of more modern
writers. In its latter character it is highly interest¬
ing, and that we may call the attention of our
younger readers to compound flowers we will quote
Rossieu’s pleasing description of the flower of the

Daisy, which is very similar to that of Aster. He
says, “ Take one of those little flowers which
cover all the pastures, and which every body knows
by the name of Daisy. Look at it well; for by
its appearance, I am sure you will be surprised
when I tell you that this flower, which is so small
and delicate, is really composed of between two and
three hundred other flowers, all of them perfect;
that is, having each its corolla, germ, pistil, sta¬
mens, and seed; in a word, as perfect in its species
as a flower of the hyacinth or lily. Every one of
those leaves which are white above and red under¬
neath, and form a kind of crown round the flower,
appearing to be nothing more than little petals, are
in reality so many true flowers; and every one of
those tiny yellow things also which you see in the
centre, and which at first you have perhaps taken
for nothing but stamens, are real flowers. Pull out
one of the white leaves from the flower; you will
think at first that it is flat from one end to the
other ; but look carefully to the end by which it
was fastened to the flower, and you will see that it
is not flat, but round and hollow, in form of a tube,
and that a little thread, ending in two horns, issues
from the tube ; this thread is the forked style of the
flower, which, as you now see, is flat only at the top.
Commonly the yellow'florets towards the centre are
still rounded and closed. These, however, are flow¬
ers like the others, but not yet open; for they expand
successively from the edge inwards. This is enough
to shew you by the eye the possibility that all these
small affairs, both white and yellow, may be so ma¬
ny distinct flowers; and this is a constant fact.”

