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ALSTRGEME 'RIA AU ' REA.
GOLDEN - FLOWERED

ALSTRCEMERIA.

Class .

Order.

HEXANDtUA .

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
AMAUYLLIDACEiE.

Native of
Chile.

Height.
3 feet.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
Jane , July. Perennial. in 1831.
No. 673.

The genus Alstroemeria was named by Linneus
after his Spanish friend , Claudius Alstroemer.
For the introduction of this showy plant , Great
Britain is indebted to Mr . Anderson , the indefati¬
gable collector , who accompanied Captain King on
his South American voyage of discovery.
All the species of Alstroemeria produce very at¬
tractive flowers, but they are not all alike hardy.
We have several in cultivation , and shall figure such
of them as from experience we find desirable for cul¬
ture as hardy or half -hardy plants.
A curious instance of the ever-varying operations
of nature is exhibited by the leaves of Alstroemeria.
Mr . Brown was the first who discovered it .

Their

upper surface possesses the peculiar structure , and
performs the functions , of the under surface of those
of other plants . The leaves twist round to present
their under surface to the usual position of the up¬
per , and become what is termed resupinate.
The present species increases rapidly , and should
be planted at the foot of a south wall, in very sandy
compost . In severe frosts a little straw should be
thrown over the roots.
169

Bot. Mag. 3350.

LUPI'NUS MACROPHYL'LUS.
LARGE-LEAVED LUPINE.
Class.

Order.

DIADELPHIA .

DECANDRIA.

Natural Order.
LEGUMINOSJE.

Native of
America.

Height.
4 feet.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
June, July. Perennial. in 1835.

No. 674.

Lupinus, see No. 310. Macrophyllus is derived
from the Greek makros , long or large; and phullon , a leaf.

This must be considered the finest, indeed

may
be allowed the epithet, most splendid, species of
Lupine at present in our gardens. Its dense racemes
of flowers, from a foot to two feet long, make the
plant remarkably striking. Its flowers do not pos¬
sess the variety of tint which is common to Lupi¬
nus tomentosus, but they are, notwithstanding, very
variable, occurring in some cases, of a brownish
purple, in others of a deep bright purple, and of
every intermediate tint.
This species very much resembles Lupinus polyphyllus, No. 291, but is of more robust habit, has
larger leaves, with darker coloured flowers; and the
whorls of flowers are more crowded than in polyphyllus.
Lupinus macrophyllus may be divided at the root,
but when increase is required it is far better to raise
seedlings. This should be done in spring, and when
the plants are two or three inches high, they should
be planted where they are intended to remain.
Sweet’s FI. Gar. s. 2, 356.
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VIO LA PALMA'TA.
VARIEGATED

PALMATE

Var. Variegata.
VIOLET.

Class .

Order.

PENTANDRIA .

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
violace

Native of
N. America.

Height.
| foot.

^:.

Flowers in
May, June.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1752.

No. 675.

For the origin of the -word Violet, see No. 663.
As the fabulists of olden times mingled poetical
ideas with the origin of the Violet, so the poets of
our own day take it, like the Rose and the Lily, as
one of their favourite themes. Our present plant
does not, however, claim praise at their hand for
its odour, since it has none of the fragrance of the
wild tenant of the banks ; but the gay variety of
its variegated flowers, and their long continuance,
recommend it to every one ; or at least to all who
possessa soul that can be touched by the beauties
of creative wisdom; those beauties which are spread
out on the face of nature to excite our admiration,
and afford enjoyment through the avenues of a
grateful heart. Who is there that cannot join Milton in his warmest praise !

“ These are thy glorious-work, Parent of good;
Almighty! thine this universal frame,
Thus wondrous fair ! thyself how wondrous then !
Unspeakable ! who sittest above these heavens,
To us invisible, or dimly seen
In these thy lowliest works: yet these declare
Thy goodness beyond thought and power divine.”

The cultivation of the variegated palmate Violet
requires but little comment, for if due attention be
given to shading it after transplanting, it may be
divided at any time of the year, but when the cul¬
tivator has the choice of season, spring and autumn
are of course to be preferred. A cool situation and
light soil suit it admirably.
We may here, not inappropriately, add a few ob¬
servations on the Viola odorata. The plant known
as the Neapolitan Violet, is a mere variety of the
Viola odorata, or common sweet-scented Violet, and
is superior to every other for forcing. It is double,

but paler coloured than the common one. It is
valuable, inasmuch as its flowers may be obtained
in the winter season, by the following mode of cul¬
ture. In May take young plants from the runners;
or cuttings may be struck under a hand-glass a
month earlier. Plant them on a nursery bed of
light rich soil, six inches apart. At the end of July
a bed should be prepared to correspond with the
size of a spare cucumber or other frame which must
be used for protecting the violets during winter. It
should be composed, to the depth of a foot, of fresh
loam, decayed leaves, peat, old hot-bed manure,
and sand; or of such of these as are convenient, so as
to form a rich light compost. Adjust the frame, to
the bed ; transplant the Violets, with balls of soil
about their roots, six inches apart within the frame.
If it be preferred the frame may be dispensed
with till the end of September, when it should be
fixed over the plants, and the lights used when cold
nights ensue. Give air during fine weather, and
protect securely against frost.
Don^s Syst. Bot. v. 1, 321.

STA'CHYS COR'SICA *.
CORSICAN STACHYS.

Class.

Order.

DIDYNAMIA.

ANGIOSPERMIA.

Natural Order.
LABIATA3.

Native of
Corsica.

Height
~ foot.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
July & Aug. Perennial. in 1823.
No. 676.

The generic name, Stachys, is derived from the
Greek word stachus , a spike; because, as Sir. J.
E . Smith says, the flowers, though whorled, are
more crowded into a spiked form than most others
of the same natural order.
Botanical writers enumerate upwards of a hun¬
dred species of Stachys, five of which are British.
Some of these seem to have been held formerly in
esteem for their properties of cleansing and healing

wounds. One species—the Stachys coccinea, a
native of South America, is a greenhouse plant of
considerable beauty, but it has of late given place
to the more splendid plants from the same country
belonging to the genus Salvia.
The Stachys Corsica grows compactly together,
forming a neat tuft of foliage, mingled with flowers
during two months of the middle of summer, and
is deserving of culture either in the borders, on rockwork, or in pots ; in either of which situations it
will grow freely, provided the soil be light and dry.
When planted in a favourable situation it will ripen
seeds, from which it may be increased as well as
by division of its roots.
Don’s Syst. Bot. 4, 829.

