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HELIANTHEMUM
RED -FLOWERED

RHODAN 'THUM.
SUN- ROSE.

Class.

Order.

POLYANDRIA .

15IGYNIA.

Natural

Ch'der.

CISTACEiE.

Native of
Spain.

Height.
6 inches.

Flowers in
May, July.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1800.

No. 677.

From the Greek words helios , anthos , sun¬
flower, has been formed the present word, Helianthemum. Although it is not so powerfully influ¬
enced by the sun as continually to turn in obedi¬
ence to the apparent daily course of that luminary,
which has been asserted of some plants, its flowers
are more dependent on direct exposure to its rays,
than are those of many similar shrubs. They not
only open more freely in bright sunshine, but some¬
times in wet and cloudy weather, the flower buds of
some of the Helianthemums will decay without ex¬
panding at all.
This is a completely hardy little plant, and re¬
markably ornamental on sloping banks, exposed to
a southerly aspect, or on rock-work. They will
always be found to luxuriate in a light soil, resting
on a dry subsoil, if the situation have a favourable
exposure to the sun. The cultivator may take a
lesson from nature, by remarking the situation in
which our English species, the Helianthemum vulgare, flourishes and displays its bright yellow flow¬
ers. It will be found to be a dry southerly or
eastwardly bank of sandy or loamy soil. It is
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a highly attractive family, and the section of it
now called Helianthemum, but formerly belonging
to the genus Cistus, is so easily managed, and re¬

quires so small a space, that we recommend an
extensive selection from its species and varieties to
the especial notiee of our readers. In the whole
there are upwards of a hundred species, and of these
about one half may be readily obtained, some single
and others double, displaying numerous tints of yel¬
low, white, and crimson, and almost every variation
that can be produced by compounding these colours.
It is true the flowers of Helianthemum are evanes¬
cent, and remind us of the words of the poet:
“ Frail

plant

! whose

early

buds

display

Their beauties to the opening day,
And fade with its declining ray,
To bloom no more.”

But the human mind is wont to seek relief from
Hope, which in this instance consolingly tells us
“ Fresh buds the morning will bestow,
The cheering sun again will glow,
And gentle zephyrs round them blow,
Each changing day.”
We cannot withhold a few lines of Mrs. Hernans,’
which appropriately present themselves as a moral:
“ Yet is not life, in its real flight,
Mark’d thus—e'en thus—on earth,
By the closing of one hope’s delight,
And another’s gentle birth ?
O let us live, so that flower by flower,
Shutting in turn, may leave
A lingerer still for the sunset hour,
A charm for the shaded eve.”
Don’s Syst. Bot. 1, 313.

NO'NEA FLAVES 'CENS.
YELLOWISH - FLOWERED

NONE A.

Class.

Order.

PENTANDRIA .

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
BORAGINACEA5.

Native of
Caucasus.

Height
1 foot.

Flowers in
May.

Duration. Introduced
Biennial. in 1834.

No. 678.

The generic name, Nonea, was established by
Meench, in honour of J . P . Nonne, a German
botanist, and author of a local Flora. The genus
has been principally made up of species from
Anchusa and Lycopsis. From Anchusa it differs
in the bearded throat and funnel shape of its
corolla. From Lycopsis it may be distinguished
by the straight tube of its corolla—that of Ly¬
copsis being incurved.
Nonea flavescens, as well as being a native of
the Caucasian mountains, has been found in the
island of Sara. The natural order to which it be¬
longs—Boraginacese, contains several well-known
dye plants, particularly the Anchusa tinctoria or
Alkanet of the shops.
This native of the north of Europe, has proved
to be a completely hardy biennial plant, and was
raised in the Birmingham Horticultural Society’s
Garden, from Russian seeds, received there in 1834.
If permitted to scatter its ripened seeds, during the
summer and autumn, young plants will spring up
and continue flowering in succession through the
whole of the following summer.
Don’s Syst, Bot. 4, 337.

ECHINA 'CEA HETEROPHYL 'LA.
VARIABLE - LEAVED ECHINACEA.

Order.

Class.

FRUSTRANEA.

SYNGENESIA.

Natural Order.
COMPOSITE.

Native of
Mexico.

Height.
1- feet,

Flowers in

October.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1829.

No. 679.

Echinacea is a word deduced from the Greek
echinos

, a hedge -hog , in

allusion

to the

bristly

chaff of the receptacle.

This is a bold handsome plant as a border orna¬
ment, nearly related to Rudbeckia ; indeed, by Linneus, it would have been considered as one of that
genus. It was introduced from Mexico to the Royal
Botanic Garden of Madrid, many years ago, but
perished there, and seems to have been lost sight of
by botanists, till seeds of it were imported by Mr.
Lambert, and the late Mr. Barclay of Bury Hill,
from which plants were raised and distributed to va¬
rious individuals in the neighbourhood of London.
The Echinacea heterophylla has a tuberous root,
which would be destroyed if exposed to the effects
of frost, therefore it will be necessary to take it up,
in autumn, and pot it, and give it protection in a
well-secured cold frame, or in a house, till the fol¬
lowing May, when it should be again turned into
the open ground. It should be planted at the foot
of a southern wall, in a sandy soil. It does not
admit of frequent division, but this is unimportant,
since it may be raised from seeds.
Sweet ’s FI . Gard . s. 2,22.

fHYTEU 'MA HALLE 'RL
haller

’s rampion.

Class.

Order.

PENTANDRIA .

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
CAMPANULACE® .

Native of
Switzerland.

Height.
2§ feet.

Flowers in

June.

Duration. Cultivated
Perennial. in 1822.

No. 680.

Phyteuma is a word of Greek origin, from
phuteuo

to sow , which probably

had reference

to

the free produce and dispersion of the seeds of the

original Phyteuma.
This pretty species of Phyteuma, like orbiculare,
published under No. 158, exhibits the peculiarity
which attaches to almost every plant of the genus.
Its corolla is composed of five segments, and on
examination it will be observed that the segments
become detached from each other at their base,
whilst their tops still adhere together. They ulti¬
mately part from each other, except in one or two
species. But for the shape of the corolla of Phy¬
teuma all its species much resemble Campanula.
This is a rare and very hardy plant which may
be cultivated in the open ground, or in pots with
other alpines. Its root is more inclined to a tu¬
berous formation than others of the genus, and usu¬
ally has but a single bud at its crown, consequently
cannot be much increased by division. It may,
however, he propagated from seeds which are fre¬
quently ripened. These should be sown in spring,
and forwarded in a hotbed.
Don’s Svst. Bot. 3, 748.

