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Astragalus vesicarius.
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ASTRA G'ALUS VESICA 'RIUS.
BLABDERED

MILK VETCH.

Order.

Class.

DECANDKIA.

DIADELPHIA .

Natural

Order.

EEGUMINOS* .

Native of
Europe.

Height.
4 foot.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
May, June . Perennial. ' in 1737.

No. 685.

Astragalus is a name which was used by the
Greeks for a plant, but what meaning it was in¬
tended to bear, when so employed, is now unknown.
The Latin vesica, vesicarius, alludes to the bladdery
calyx of this species.
It is a fact known to most cultivators of flowers,
that the description of soil in which plants are
grown, has not only a greater or less influence on
their growth, but also, that it has a certain influence
on the colour of their blossoms, varying according
to the constituent principles of which it consists,
We do not apply this observation to such plants as
are ever-variable, as it were,—that sport into half
the shades of the rainbow, wherever they may
happen to be grown, but to those which have fixed
limits to their powers of change—that vary the in¬
tensity only of their tints. In strong red loamy
earth we have observed the colour of annual flowers,
in particular, much more strong and brilliant than
that of the same species grown in black old garden
mould, which had long been under cultivation,
Roses also, appear to be somewhat under the go¬
vernment of the same laws of nature 5 and the

m

Hydrangea hortensis most prominently so. An in¬
stance of change of colour , which may be presumed
to be dependent on change of soil, is shown by the
very plant before us, the Astragalus vesicarius.
Sir W . J . Hooker says , in the Botanical Magazine,
“Although , as cultivated in the Glasgow Botanic
Garden , from seeds communicated by Mr . Otto of
Berlin , the flowers are always of a rich purple
colour , becoming darker and almost blue in age,
yet they appear , in a wild state , to be sometimes
cream -coloured or white .”
It seems to us, that in these days of assiduous
attention to floriculture , the influence of soils has
been somewhat overlooked , for it is but reasonable
to suppose that if the flower of an individual plant
be varied by the quality of the soil in which it is
grown , a more decisive variation may be obtained
by continuing the same influence on successive gene¬
rations of such plant . Again , this variation will
be referable to the influence of certain ingredients
naturally combined with the earth , and these beingdiscovered , may be increased or diminished artifi¬
cially , as the cultivator may find best suited to his
purpose of heightening or subduing certain colours
on which he is desirous to operate ; thus ultimately,
by perseverance , agreeably to the fixed laws of na¬
ture , in lieu of submission to chance , we may
attain to results not only satisfactory to the philo¬
sopher , but full of delight to the practical man , and
the less thinking observer.
The Astragalus vesicarius should be planted in
alight loamy soil in a dry situation , and is best in¬
creased from seeds
Don. Syst. Bot. 2, 259.

ANEMO NE NARCISSIFLO 'RA.
NARCISSUS - FLOWERED

ANEMONE.

Order.

Class .

POLYGYNtA.

POLYANDItlA .

Natural Order.
UANUNCDLACE2E.

Native of
Siberia.

Height.
1 foot.

Flowers in

May.

Duration.
Perennial.

Introduced
in 1773.

No. 686.

The word Anemone has an allusion to wind.
See No. 145.
It is recorded of this species of Anemone, that it
was introduced into England by the Earl of Bute.
It has a wide geographical range, being common
on the high mountains of the South of Europe , as
well as in some parts of Siberia. It is very rarely
met with even in the best collections, although a

completely hardy plant ; and if not possessing
gaiety of colour, it has novelty of character, espe¬
cially in the genus to which it belongs.
The Anemone narcissiflora is usually kept in
pots amongst the Alpines, but it cannot be much in¬
creased by division, therefore it becomes the more
requisite to plant it in the open ground, where it
will flower in great perfection, and produce seeds.
To assist this process it is thought necessary to
fertilize the flowers: the position of its parts of
fructification would not indicate the necessity of
this, but it may, perhaps, be required from the
imperfect opening of the anthers. It should have
a rather damp situation, and grows strongest when
planted in peat and loam.
Don’s Syst. Bot. 1, 21.

GENISTA

ANXAN'TICA.

ANXANTIC GENISTA.
Order.

Class

DECANDRIA.

MONADELPHIA.

Natural

Order.

LEOUMINOS.E.

Native of I Height.
Italy . | 4 feet.

Flowers in
June , July.

Habit.
A Shrub.

Introduced
in 1818.

No. 687.

Genista, see No. 594. Anxantica a valley in the
kingdom of Naples.
Our British Genista tinctoria, either as a dye or
a medicine, or from its gaiety as a wild plant, dot¬
ting the green pastures over in brilliant little bushes
of yellow, is generally known. The plant now
before us is nearly allied to it, but is of more deli¬
cate and slender appearance, and diffuse in habit.
It is a pretty evergreen shrub ; which at midsum¬
mer, with its bright green foliage and abundance
of flowers, produces much gaiety of effect.
When we contemplate these plants in the gar¬
den or the fields, we are ready to say with an ad¬
mired author, “ Can it be believed that nature
bestowed beauty on a flower but with a view to
please P Is not then the refusal to be pleased with
these beauties, like the malignant and unthankful
guest, who refuses to taste the most delicious dain¬
ties prepared for his entertainment ?”
This slender little shrub should have a good
depth of light soil. It is perfectly hardy, and pro¬
duces abundance of seeds. From these it may be
raised with greater facility than from cuttings.
Don’s Syst. Bot. 2, 152

WULFE'NIA CARINTHIA 'CA.
CARINTHIAN

WULFENIA.

Order.

Class .

MONOGYNIA.

DIANDIUA .

Natural Order.
SCItOPHULAEIACEJE.

Native of
Carinthia.

Height
foot.

Flowers in
July , Aug.

Duration.
Annual.

Introduced
in 1817.

No. 688.

The genus Wulfenia was named in honour of
Francis Xavier Wulfen, author of Plant® Rariores
Carinthiacie.
This plant is a native of the Carinthian Alps,
hut even where indigenous, it is said to be scarce.
It is by no means commonly met with in gardens,
but is exceedingly desirable where a situation in a
dry sheltered border can be afforded it. Its mode
of flowering is such, that although, as in our draw¬
ing, it is at first seen with its naked scape support¬
ing an almost globular head of flow'ers, this gra¬
dually extends itself into an elongated spike ; and
in some instances, where it has been drawn up
under glass, it would scarcely at first sight be re¬
cognized as the same plant, from its altered mode
of inflorescence.
It thrives when planted in peat and loam, and
blossoms most freely when permitted to increase
and form strong roots ; but under such circum¬
stances it is more likely to perish during winter;
especially if its situation be a damp one. It may
be increased by division of its roots, which should
be effected in April.
Don’s Syst. Bot, 4, 580.

