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Hypericum derails

Nemesia diamfcdrifolia

Rmtstcinou argutum.

Galaiitlius plicatus.

HYPERICUM

ELEGANS.

ELEGANT ST. JOHN’S WORT.
Class .

Order.

SYNGENESIA.

SQUALLS.

Natural Order.
HY PERICACE.® .

Native of
Siberia.

Height.
1| feet.

Flowers in
June, July.

Duration Introduced
Perennial. ; in 1822.

No. 697.

The derivation of Hypericum is given under 630.
We are not aware that this exceedingly elegant
Hypericum has ever been figured in any English
work, although as a hardy ornamental plant, for
the open garden, it is most desirable. Like most
others of the genus Hypericum, its leaves have lit¬
tle pellucid dots, which contain an essential oil.
Turner , noticing this fact, says “ If ye set yc leafe
betwene yow and the soune, ther shall appere an
infinite nombre of holes in the leaues.” The most
common British species, Hypericum perforatum,re¬
ferred toby the old author just mentioned, has long
been famed for its virtues. Culpepper says, “ it is
as gallant a wound-herb as any is, either given in¬
wardly, or outwardly applied to the wound.” We
have the evidence of a clergyman’s lady that it is
worthy of all praise. She simply infuses the flow¬
ers in olive oil, and this, her remedy for fresh
wounds, is applied for by all her parishioners, as
superior to every other application.
Hypericum elegans will grow in any common
garden mould, and admits of division of the roots
for increase. Or, cuttings may be struck.
175.

Don’s Syst. Bot. 1,609.

NEME 'SIA CHAMiE'DRIFOLIA.
GERMANDER - LEAVED NEMESIA.

Class.

Order.

DIDYNAMIA.

ANGIOSPERMIA.

Natural Order.
SCROPHOLARIACE *:.

Native of
Height.
Cape G.Hope 2 feet.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
April, Sept. Perennial. in 1787.

No. 698.

Nemesia is a name which was used by Dioscorides, the celebrated Greek physician and botanist,
who lived nearly eighteen hundred years ago. He
followed in the steps of Theophrastus, whilst Pliny
copied from both; and from whom, through Galen
and others, has been derived much of the know¬
ledge of medicinal plants which is still found in
English Herbals. The genus Nemesia was estab¬
lished by Ventenat. In the Hortus Kewensis it is
arranged with the Antirrhinums; whilst Sprengel
has it amongst his Linarias.
Although the flowers of this plant are not large,
they become attractive in the borders from their ex¬
posed habit of growth. They tip the summit of
the branches, or nearly so, and stand out in relief
without rivalry from the foliage, which sometimes,
in spite of all our persuasions, short of destruction,
will persist in taking the foremost place, and hiding
much of the flowers’beauty which we desire to see.
Its habit claims for it a place near to the front of
the border, since it will not interfere with the view
of neighbouring plants. It requires no particular
culture, but a plant should be Icept in the cold

frame lest severe frosts should destroy such as are
fully exposed.
Its medicinal qualities have not, we believe, been
examined; it belongs, however, to a natural order
containing plants which are generally acrid and
bitter, and some which are powerful, as Digitalis
and Gratiola. We observed that much of the
herbalists’ knowledge of the medicinal properties
of plants was transmitted from the ancients; it
must not, however, be forgotten that to the present
age, chiefly belongs the discovery of the exceed¬
ingly active properties which exist in the vegetable
world. The analysis of vegetables and the con¬
centration of their active properties has been most
successfully pursued by our continental neighbours,
the French and Germans. The first of these concen¬
trated alkaline vegetable products, which obtained
attention, was Morphia—the active ingredient of
Opium. Quinina and Cinchonia are obtained from
different varieties of Peruvian bark. The sulphate
of Quinina is manufactured most extensively in
Paris on account of the low price at which it can be
produced,byreason of the cheapnessof alchol,which
is used in its preparation. It is said that 120,000
ounces are produced there annually. This alone
shews the importance of vegetables in the Matera
Medica. From Veratrium album or white helle¬
bore, and our common meadow Saffron, Veratria is
produced. Digitalina, from Digitalis ; Violina from
the Viola odorata. These preparations, and many
others, produce the most powerful effects on the
human frame, even in doses less than a single
grain.
Don ’s Syst . Bot . 4 , 533.

PENTSTE 'MON ARGU'TUM.
SHARP - EDGED

PENTSTEMON.

Class .

Order.

DIDYNAMIA .

ANG10SPERMIA.

Natural Order.
SCaQPIIULARIACEiE.

Native of
N.America

Height.
feet.

Flowers in

July , Sept.

Duration.
Perennial.

Introduced
in 1835?

No. 699.
We have mentioned the existence

ofa fifth stamen
as the circumstance on which this genus has been
established, and its name adopted. It may be in¬
teresting to many of our readers, to know that a
fifth stamen may be naturally expected to occur in
this flower, for so beautifully fixed are the laws of
nature, that the different organs of plants bear some
fixed relation to each other. Thus, our Pentstemon
has five lobes to its calyx, the same to its corolla,
and although it has but four perfect stamens, the
abortive fifth indicates clearly their normal number.
An analogy exists too between flowers, and leaves;
and although it would be incorrect to state that
flowers are metamorphosed leaves, still it can be
shown that every appendage of a plant is originally
composed of the same elements, and arranged upon
a common plan, varying only from local predis¬
posing causes, which change one organ into another
—leaves into flowers, and flowers into leaves.
This newly introduced Pentstemon is showy,
and is more bushy in growth than most others, re¬
quiring support. Its leaves large and irregularly
serrate. Cuttings strike root readily.
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GALAN'THUS PLICA 'TUS.
PLAITED

SNOWDROP.

Order.

Class.

MONOGYNIA.

HEXANDRIA.

Natural Order.
AMARYLI .l DACEA-..

Native of
Crimea.

Height
~ foot.

Flowers in Duration.
Jan . April. Perennial.

Cultivated
in 1597.

No. 700.

By the Greeks the present genus was called
Lucoium, and the name continued to be used by
our early herbalists till the time of Linneus.
Galanthus, its modern appellation, was deduced
from gala , milk ; and anthos , a flower; the literal
translation, therefore, is Milk-flower, an allusion to
its milky whiteness. This name, however, it would
appear, was not acceptable to later English her¬
balists; they required a more poetical term, and
found it in the doubly applicable name—Snowdrop.
Although this species of Galanthus was intro¬
duced to this country from Constantinople many
years ago, and figured by Gerard and Parkinson,
it is probable that it was entirely lost, perhaps from
being confounded, by common observers, with the
English species, the Galanthus nivalis. The Ga¬
lanthus plicatus was re-introduced about the year
1818, and attracted considerable attention. The
fact on which its specific name is founded, marks
one prominent distinction which exists between it
and nivalis. We allude to the folding of the leaf
along its margin. It is also larger, both in foliage
and flower.
Loudon’s Ency. PI. 248.
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