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PENTSTE 'MON GENTIANOFDES.
GENTIAN - LIKE

PENTSTEMON.

Class .

Order.

DIDYNA31IA.

ANGIOSPERMIA.

Natural Order.
SCROPIIULARIACEJE.

Native of

Mexico.

Height.
2 feet.

Flowers in
June , Sept.

Duration.
Perennial.

Introduced
in 1836.

No. 701.

Pentstemon has been lately noticed under No.
699. See, also, No. 316.
We have had pleasure in observing the hardiness
of Pentstemon gentianoides; since we find it, as
well as hardy, one of the most beautiful of the
genus, and so free a flowerer that its panicles of
blossoms literally bear down its stems. Its gla¬
brous lanceolate leaves have a neater effect than
many other species, and on the whole it is one of
the most desirable plants of late introduction.
Our plants of the Pentstemon gentianoides bore
full exposure in the borders during the winter of
1838-9, a season by no means favourable, although
not of long-continued severity. It would be ad¬
visable, notwithstandingthis, to strike young plants
in July , which may be easily effected by planting
cuttings or slips of the young shoots under a hand¬
glass, placed in a shady part of the garden. As
soon as these strike root they may be planted in
the borders; but to provide against destruction from
excessive frost, a plant or two should be potted in
a light compost, and kept in readiness to receive
winter protection, if it be required.
176

Don

’s Syst. Bot. 4639.

LOAS'A NIT 'IDA.
SHINING

LOASA.

Order.

Class.

A5QUALIS.

SYNGENESIAj

Natural Order.
loasace

Native of ■ Height.
2 feet.
Chile.

^ :.

Flowers in ’ Duration. Introduced
in 1822.
June , Sept. Annual.
No. 702.

Loasa is a name adopted after a Spanish botanist.

Notwithstanding the inconvenience attending
most of the plants of this genus, from their stinging
qualities; the singularity of their flowers, and their
gay appearance, when trained to a trellis or other
support, has been a passport for them into most
gardens, particularly those of botanical and curious
cultivators. The introduction of Caiophora lateritia, sometimes called Loasa lateritia, a plant of
very free growth, has probably increased the atten¬
tion of botanists to this curious family.
The virulence of Loasa acanthifolia has been
noticed under No. 252; the present species may
be said to be true to the character of its family, in
its stinging propensities, still it is less pungent than
that species; but it should be tied up with the use
of a glove, to prevent the chance of inconvenience.
Although this plant may not be one wdiicli the
florist would seek annually to place in his garden,
yet he would desire to be acquainted with such, and
to witness their growth occasionally. Its curious
flow'ers will amply repay the trouble of culture,
which is merely that of a common annual.

It may be anxiously enquired why these plants
should be so furnished with obnoxious poison, and
instruments to employ it ; we know the immediate
effects, but understand little or nothing of the se¬
condary causes. Such stinging plants, however, as
are known in this country are literally harmless in
comparison with some that exist in tropical climates.
The poison of a species of Nettle, the Urtica crenulata, in the Botanic Garden at Calcutta, is de¬
scribed by Leschenault, in the Memoires du Mu¬
seum d’Histoire Naturelle, published in Paris, as
most virulent. A slight touch of the plant on the
hand, produced at first but little uneasiness; in an
hour it became intolerable, notwithstanding neither
swelling, postule, nor inflammation took place; the
pain extended up the arm, and threatened lockedjaw, continuing its violence for twenty-four hours,
and on the second day was renewed by the hand
being put into water. Nine days elapsed before it
wholly ceased. Another Nettle, found in Timor,
an island of the East Indian Sea, is mentioned as
producing effects which continue a whole year, and
even sometimes prove fatal.
As far as the mechanism of the prickle or sting
of these plants is concerned, it is clearly under¬
stood; the specific action of their poison, however,
has been a subject rather of conjecture than cer¬
tainty. The difficulties attending such an enquiry
will be obvious when it is considered that some sub¬
stances which act as a virulent poison on one spe¬
cies of animal, are nutritious to another; also, that
others to the stomach are inoffensive, whilst through
a wound they are fatal.
Don’s Syst. Bot. 3, 62.

HIBIS 'CUS AFRICA 'NUS.
AFRICAN HIBISCUS.

Class .

Order.

MONADELPHI A.

'

POLYANDRIA.

Natural Order.
MALVACEAE.

Native of
Africa.

Height.
1J feet.

Flowers in
June , Oct.

Duration. Introduced
Annual.
in 1826.

No. 703.

The name Hibiscus is of very uncertain origin.
This is a particularly pleasing flower, in which
the mellow pale tint, and the deep rich marone,
are nicely contrasted; the latter giving a brilliant
effect to its gilded pistil. There is an old in¬
habitant of the flower garden, very nearly allied to
the present plant, known as the Hibiscus trionum,
or Bladder Ketmia, which, as Gerard says, hath
“very sweet and beautiful flowers; ” but they are
not so large, nor do they continue so long as those
of Africanus. Our favourite old author remarks of
his plant, that “ When it hath receiued the beames
of the Sun for two or three houres, whereon it
should seeme to reioice to look, and for whose de¬
parture, being then vpon the point of declension,
it seemes to grieue, and so shuts vp the floures that
were open, and neuer opens them againe.” The
Hibiscus Africanus, on the contrary, is not merely
the flower of a day; it, however, requires the full
sun to open it entirely. It demands only the care
of a common annual, and will flourish in any
garden soil; but a warm situation will best encou¬
rage the complete expansion of its blossoms.
Don’s Syst. Bot. 1, 483.
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CENTAURE 'A DEPRES 'SA.
DEPRESSED

CENTAURY.

Class

Order.

SYNGENESIA.

FRUSTRANEA.

Natural Order.
COMPOSITE.

Native of
Iberia.

Height.
1 foot.

Flowers in Duration.
June, Sept. Annual.

Introduced
in 1818.

No. 704.

Tlie Centaurea, at least the name, has close
connexion with ancient fable, on which it has been
founded. See No. 95, and 462.
This gay annual bears considerable resemblance
to the Centaurea cyanus of our gardens, but, as is
observed by Sir W. J . Hooker, it is of much hum¬
bler growth and far brighter coloured flowers; in¬

deed, says he, “ we doubt if any species of this
extensive genus presents more lively blossoms than
the one now before us.” It is equally well calcu¬
lated for filling whole beds, or for mingling with
other herbaceous plants in the borders or mounds,
where it produces a very gay effect.

For bedding out, as gardeners term it, seeds
should be sown in March, or early in April, on a
gentle ho'tbed, or on an open border at the foot of
a wall having a southern aspect, where the young
plants may be weeded, watered, and thinned, as
occasion requires. In May they will have become
strong, and should be planted out, in showery
weather, seven or eight inches apart, for flowering.
In the borders seeds may be sown where they are
intended to remain.
Bot . Mag . 3662.

