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FRITILLA 'RIA RACEM 'OSA.
RACEMOSE

PRITILEARY.

Class.

Order.

HEXANDRIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
TULIPACEffi.

Native of
Europe?

Height
1| feet.

Flowers in
May.

Duration.
Perennial.

Introduced
in 1838.

No. 705.

The generic name, Fritillaria, is said to be de¬
duced from the Latin fritillis, indicating a chequer¬
ed appearance, which occurs in some species of this
genus.
This plant has been lately introduced to Eng¬
land from the Dutch florists, and sold at a guinea
each bulb, a price which very few of our friends will
think it merits. We were obligingly supplied with
it by Mr. Carter, Seedsman, of Holborn, as well as
by Mr. Shuttleworth, of the Pantheon Conserva¬
tory, Oxford Street ; and we must distinctly state
that we have no other authority for the adoption of
th especific name, Racemosa, than that the bulbs
had been received from Holland under this appel¬
lation. It will, of course be readily seen that the
plant has no connexion with any species which
has been occasionally but erroneously so called.
We are not confident that it is completely hardy,
the continental gardeners, however, advised that if
planted in the borders this should be done in Sep¬

tember ; but if in the greenhouse, January or
February should be preferred. Our plant flowered
in a cool greenhouse, in April
177.

NARCIS 'SUS MI'NOR.
SMALL NARCISSUS.

Order

Class.

MONOGYNIA.

HEXANDIi IA.

Natural Order.
AMARYLLIDACEiE.

Native of
Spain.

Height,
6 inches.

Flowers in
April.

Duration. Cultivated
Perennial. in 1596.

No. 706.

The derivation of the term Narcissus has been
given under No. 225.
There seems to be scarcely a doubt but that the
plant which was originally called Narcissus by
the Greeks, was our Narcissus poeticus; and that
it was adopted from some real or supposed narcotic
quality. The greater portion of our old botanical
names were intended by the ancient herbalists, who
invented them, to point out some medicinal pro¬
perty ; but we would warn our readers against sup¬
posing that the names which plants now bear are
usually intended to indicate their qualities. It
should be remembered that Linneus regarded it
as a law of nomenclature, and the same has been
held as conventional ever since, that well-formed
names, used by the ancient classical writers, should
be preferred to newly-invented ones. Now the
very loose and indefinite maimer in which the
ancients described their plants, being, as they
were, devoid of systematic classification, and the
dark ages having obliterated traditional botany,
it has been impossible for modern botanists to dis¬
cover to what plants certain names referred; there-

fore the old names, have been applied to those
plants which seemed the most nearly to resemble
the original Grecian species.
Considering that the Narcissus minor is as
hardy as the common Daffodil, and increases as
rapidly, it may have been reasonably expected to
be met with almost as frequently, but this is not
the fact. It is far from common, although so
pleasing a spring flower. Like Snowdrops, Aco¬
nites, and some others of this class, it may be said
to occupy no space, for it presents itself in nature’s
gay carpet, performs its allotted part, and then
quickly leaves its place to be taken by a successor.
It does but spring up—leaves and flowers in part¬
nership, to reflect and brighten the animating
gleams of an April sun, and manufacture odour
for the garden’s atmosphere; then the flower quits
the gay stage, leaving the foliage behind for a
short season to collect ethereal stimulants—the na¬
tural debt owing by vernal breezes for the perfumes
dispensed from its floral laboratory. This done,
and the creative gasses materialized and deposited
in the bulbs, the leaves then follow their more
showy associates, and the Narcissus is forgotten
till spring again puts into activity the accumulated
stores of the preceding year.
Thus, we see the never-ending circles in which
Divine Wisdom and Goodness are perpetually ope¬
rating for the uses and enjoyment of mankind.
Unaided by us the seasons revolve, and the flowers
spring forth. Well may the Psalmist burst into ex¬
clamation, “ O let your songs be of Him, and praise
Him ; let your talking be of his wondrous
Hort . Kew . 2, v. 2,215.

works .”

PRIM 'ULA MARGINATA.
SILVER - EDGED

PRIMROSE.

Order.

Class .

MONOGYNIA.

PENTANDRIA .

Natural Order.
PRIMULACEAS.

Native of
Height.
Switzerland 3 inches.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
Mar. April. Perennial. in 1777.
No. 707.

The meaning of the word Primula has been
lately noticed. The silver-margined leaves, al¬
luded to in the specific name, will readily distin¬
guish this species.
The plant of which we now give a figure is not
very common, although it has been so long intro¬
duced to this country, where it was received from
the European Alps. Very many of the interestingplants—natives of the same lofty locality as our
Primula marginata, it is exceedingly difficult to
keep in a healthy state. In winter they have snow
as a protection against excessive frost, and in sum¬
mer, clouds, or at least a cool atmosphere, which
never exhausts their juices like the summer heat of
even more northerly climates. Our Primula is,
however, perfectly hardy, but should have a shady
situation in summer.
If the Primula marginata be planted in the bor¬
der, the soil should be light, and it will be still the
more suitable with a mixture of peat. If kept in
pots, a mixture of sand, loam, and peat, should
be used. The plants should be re-potted in spring
or autumn.
Hort . Kew. 2, v. 1, 309.

CY'CI .AMEN KIJBOI' /E'UM.
EUROPEAN CYCI.AMEN.
Class

Order.

FENTANDRIi .

UOSOCVSU.

Natural

Order.

PMMULiCIjr.

Native of
Height.
Switzerland 3 inches.

Flower* in Duration. Introduced
August. Perennial. in 1832.
No. 708.

Cyclamen, from the Crock kuki .os, or circle,
see No. 229.

The plant which we now figure was supplied to
liberal friend, the Rev. H. T. Ellacombe, of Bitton Rectory, who, in his letter, says
“I imported it from Holland in 1832, ever since
which it has stood out, unprotected, in the pot in
which it is now growing, plunged in the border.’
The plant has long been known, or rather heard
of, amongst botanists, for Miller, in his Gardener's
Dictionary, slightly notices it as Cyclamen radice
anemones. Its prominent distinction from all other
species exists in its root, which, instead of being a
round tuber, resembles that of an Anemone, as
shown in our plate. We have sought in vain for
other distinction between it and Europaeum, and
this we hold to be insufficient to warrant their
separation as distinct species. Cyclamens are
abundantly propagated from seed, hence more
variation will naturally occur amongst them than
between species propagated by mere extansion.
us by our very

The tubers of this species may
spring for increase.

be divided in

llort . Kcw . 2, v. I, 311.
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