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POLEMO'NIUM HU'MILE.
HUMBLE

POLEMONIUM.

Class

Order.

PENTANDRIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural

Order.

POLEMONIACEJE.

Native of
Flowers in Duration. Introduced
Height.
N . America. 12 inches. June , Oct. Perennial. in 1826.
No. 709.
The word Polemonium is deduced from the
polemos

, signifying

war .

The

plant

which

Greek
bore

this name, amongst the Grecians, was held in high

estimation for its medicinal virtues, but what the
species was cannot now be determined. Pliny
merely notices its having a thick root and clusters
of berries hanging from its slender branches.
The reason assigned for the adoption of the name
Polemonium is somewhat singular. The same his¬
torian notices this, and relates that it arose from
the dispute and contention which occurred between
two princes, each of them having claimed the hon¬
our of discovering this herb of a thousand virtues,
as called by the Cappadocians. Greek Valerian and
Jacob’s Ladder are common names for Polemonium.
The seeds of this pretty species and Jacob’s Lad¬
der, were presented to the London Horticultural
Society, by Dr. Richardson, having been collected
by his party in the arctic expedition to which he
was attached. It is a showy low plant, said to
flower the most abundantly when grown in a poor
soil. It is probable that Polemonium Riehardsonii is but a variety of this species.
178.

FRIS XIP ’HIOI 'DES.
XIPHIUM - LIKE

IRIS.

Class.

Order.

TRIANDRIA .

MOMtGYNIA.

Natural Order.
IRIDACE ® .

Native of j Height
lj feet.
Spain.

Flowers in
June,

Duration. Introduced
in 1571.
Perennial.

No. 710.

this genus has been lately explained.
Xiphioides is intended to indicate its close resem¬
The name

of

blance to the Iris xiphium rather than the Xiphium itself.
This variety, which was sent to us three or four
years ago, by some, kind but unknown friend, has
continued to increase freely, and flower very gaily.
It is usually known as the Bronze Iris. This spe¬
cies is the one which is so extensively propagated
from seeds by the Dutch nurserymen, by which
means they raise numerous beautiful varieties, and
export these under very august titles to the Lon¬
don seedsmen. They are frequently put up into
collections of fifty distinct sorts in each, and are
sold at from twenty-five to fifty shillings the collec¬
tion, according to the beauty or rarity of the vari¬
eties of which they consist.
Masters, an extensive cultivator, extols this Iris
as eminently qualified to repay attentive culture
from seed. In his directions he says, “ In August
the seeds become ripe, and are plentifully produced
on all seedling plants, although like many other
plants, but sparingly, and very frequently not at all,

on such as have been long increased by offsets, or
parting the roots ; they may be sown in slight drills,
about six inches asunder, as soon as ripe ; and in
the March following, they will make an appearance
very similar to rows of young onions. With no
other care than frequent weeding, they may remain
in the seed-bed for three years, for they are much
more hardy than most kinds of seedling bulbs, and,
therefore, will not even require protection from the
frosts. In August or September of the third year,
it will be necessary to transplant them into beds, at
one foot’s distance, row from row, and the bulbs six
inches apart ; and in two years from their removal,
most of the strongest will show blossom, and nearly
all in the year following, or the sixth from the seed.
If during the time the roots are at rest, the top sur¬
face is carefully removed, and fresh light loam is
substituted, a year will be saved, for this treatment
will greatly promote the growth of the bulbs, and
with these, as well as many other seedling plants,
it is not a stated time that must pass before they
blossom, but only such a portion as will allow the
bulb to attain a size sufficient to contain vigour to
produce and perfect a flower-stem, the rudiment of
which is formed in the preceding summer. When
they blossom, a selection can be made, and the vari¬
eties perpetuated by the increase of their offsets.
The most proper time for removing the bulbs is in
August and September, those kept out of ground
till Christmas rarely blossom on the succeeding
summer.” Notwithstanding the time occupied in
maturing seedling Irises, we strongly recommend
their propagation as exceedingly interesting.
Hort . Kewr. 2, v. t , 121.

ERY 'SIMUM PEROFFSKIA 'NUM.
PEROFFSKl ’S ERYSIMUM.
Class .

Order.

TETRADYNAMIA.

SILIQUOSA.

Natural Order.
CRUCIFERS.

Native of
Asia.

Flowers in
Height.
2 feet. 1 July , Oct.

Duration. Introduced
in 1838.
Annual.

No. 711.

This name has been deduced from the Greek
eruo , to draw , expressive of its quality of producing

blisters. Some species of the genus are acrid and
stimulant, and amongst them possibly may be com¬
prised the original plant of the ancients. The spe¬
cific name, it is likely, was adopted in honour of a
Russian botanist.
The seeds of this species of Erysimum, were sent
us, from St. Petersburgh, in December, 1838, with
a note subscribed B. P . G. stating that the writer
had seen it in flower in two of the imperial gardens,
and that according to Fischer and Meyer the seeds
had been introduced from Cabul, a Country of Asia,
west of the Indus. Should this meet the eye of
our obliging correspondent, we offer him through
this medium, having no other, assurances of our
gratitude.
The Erysimum Peroffskianum is admirably
adapted for producing a gay effect in large masses,
and it is rendered doubly desirous from the little
care which it demands. Seeds sown in the open
borders in April, have produced plants, yielding a
brilliant display of orange flowers in September.
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GENTIA 'NA VER 'NA.
Variety : alba,
SPRING GENTIAN.

WHITE

Class .

Order.

PENTANDRIA.

DIGYNIA.

Natural

Order .

GENTIANACEiE.

Native of
England.

Height.
3 inches.

Flowers in Duration. Inhabits
April, May. Perennial. Mountains
No. 712.

The Illyrian monarch, after whom this genus
was named, figured prominently in the Roman
wars, nearly two centuries before the birth of
Christ. He seems to have been more remarkable
for his tyranny than his talents or bravery. See
No. 387.
We have previously given a figure of the blue
variety of Gentiana verna which is usually met
with, but the one which is now before us is so com¬
pletely novel and little known, that it ought not to
pass unnoticed. We are indebted for it to the
Messrs. Pope, of Handsworth, who never neglect
to secure similar rarities. It is probable that the
colouring matter of the Gentiana verna, is that
dyeing principle which is contained in indigo.
According to the theory of modern chemists this
principle in its pure state is white, but that it be¬
comes blue by imbibing oxygen. Hence we infer
that the corolla of the white Gentiana verna pos¬
sesses the power of excluding the oxygen of the
atmosphere.
Peat soil, or peat and loam, with a shady situa¬
tion, is most desirable for this plant.
Hort. Kew. 2, v. 2, 112.
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