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COS'MUS DIVERSIFO 'LIUS.
VARIOUS - LEAVED

COSMUS.

Class .

Order.

SYNGENESIA.

FRUSTRANEA.

Natural

Order.

COMPOSIT/E.

Native of
N.America.

Height.
3 feet.

Flowers in

June , Oct.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1835.

No. 717.

The word Cosmus is derived from the Greek
kosmos

, signifying

order

; but the appellation

has

been also used to imply beauty or ornament—the
result of order.
Cosmus diversifolius has tuberous roots, in which

particular, as well as in its general habit, it bears
considerable resemblance to the Dahlia. That
mode of treatment too, which is adapted to the
Dahlia, is also applicable to the Cosmus. There
is much reason to expect that the flowers of this
plant, will, under cultivation, become double ; and
should they do so, they may become prominent
ornaments in our gardens. Mexico, the native coun¬
try of the Cosmus diversifolius,the Dahlia, Tigridia,
Lobelia fulgens and splendens, Zinnia, and many
Fuchias, continues to pour forth its brilliant plants,
and will still continue so to do. That part of this
rich country, known as the Vale of Mexico, has long
been celebrated for its splendid vegetation. Its
fruitful mountains, which occupy a base of a hun¬
dred and twenty miles in circumference, afford
almost every variety of climate. Although per¬
petual snow be the mantle of their formidable

heights, their vendant prominences, cultivated ta¬
ble-land, and wooded acclivities, present a scene of
vegetable riches, nowhere excelled. Besides its
diversified mountain scenery it combines as Clavigero says, “ Delicious vales, fertile plains, pictu¬
resque lakes and rivers, romantic cities and villages,
a union of the trees and vegetables of Europe and
America.”
The early inhabitants of this country, were not
insensible to the importance of its vegetable riches,
for they worshiped the sun, and offered sacrifices of
flowers. Their female children they frequently
named after them ; whilst their floating gardens
seem to have ranked among the wonders of the new
world. The novelty, however, of these may have
produced some exaggeration in travellers’tales ; for
although extolled as evidence of refinement and
luxury, they appear to have been the offspring of
necessity. Vanquished tribes being driven to small
islands in the lakes, resorted to the expedient of
floating gardens, to extend their means of producing
the necessaries of existence.
If the uncivilized Mexican of ages past could
thus be attracted by flowers, and offer them as pro¬
pitiatory sacrifices to his deity, surely we, who pos¬
sess the light of truth, and know whence they derive
their beauty—what hand has made these gems of
earth, can never iook upon them with thoughtless
apathy. Who is there that will not say with Paley,
“If one train of thinking be more desirable than
another, it is that which regards the phenomena of

nature with a constant reference to a supreme in¬
telligent author.”

CORYD'ALIS FLA'VULA.
YELLOWISH

CORYDALIS.

Class .

Order.

DIADELPHIA ,

HEXANDRIA.

Natural Order.
FUMARIACEAi.

Native of

Russia.

Height.
J- foot.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
April, May. Biennial. in 1838.

No. 718.
Korudalos

, the

Greek

name

of

a lark , was

adopted by the Greeks as the name of a species of
Fumaria, on account of the spur of the flower resem¬
bling that of the bird.
Under No. 262, we have noticed the transfer of
many of the species of the old genus Fumaria, to
that of Corydalis. The increase of species in the
latter genus renders it advisable that the name Cory¬
dalis should now be used, as adopted by De Cancandolle. The distinction between the two genera

consists in Fumaria having a one-seeded indehiscent capsule, whilst Corydalis has a many-seeded
two-valved silique.
This species, on its first appearance, was suppo¬
sed to be perennial, but has proved only biennial.
Russian seeds of it were received at the Birmingham
Garden, from Professor Ledebour, of the Dorpat
Garden, and sown in the open ground, in 1838; in
the following spring the plants flowered, but failed
to ripen seeds. Although less desirable, than if it
were perennial, it may be useful for ornamenting
shady portions of the garden and relieving their
poverty in the early months of the year.
Don’s Syst. Bot. 3, 111.

CAMAS'SIA ESCULENTA.
ESCULENT

CAMASSrA.

Order.

Class.

MONOGYNIA.

HEXANDRIA .

Natural Order.
ASPUODELACEJE.

Native of
Columbia.

Heig’lit.
If feet.

Flowers in
July.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1827.

No. 719.

This plant is called Qua mash, by the north-west
American Indians, and was published by Rafinesque,
in his Medical Flora, as Quamassia esculenta. The
plant having subsequently been introduced to the
London Horticultural Society, Dr. Lindley altered
the spelling to Camassia.
It is a vegetable of the first importance to the
Inhabitants of some parts of North America ; for,
according to Pursh, its bulbs are collected by the
native Indians, and laid up as a portion of their
winter store. They prepare them for eating by
baking them between hot stones, which gives them
an agreeable taste, and the appearance of baked
pears. The Scilta esculenta was formerly supposed
to be the Quamash of the North American Indians,
but Douglas determined it to be the present plant,
which he found in profusion on the banks of the
Columbia.
It is a strikingly handsome plan!; its flowers pos¬
sess so remarkably rich a colour, heightened by a
sparkling cuticle, that it will, doubtless, become a
favourite. It is perfectly hardy, may be planted
in any light garden soil, and increased by offsets.
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COTYLE'DON SEMPERVI 'VUM.
SEMPERVIVUM - LIKE

COTYLEDON.

Class .

Order.

DECANDRIA.

PENTAGYNIA.

Natural Order.
CRASSULACEAJ.

Native of
Caucasus.

Height
~ foot.

Flowers in
July.

Duration. Introduced
in 1836.
Perennial.

No. 720.

The generic name, Cotyledon, is derived from the
Greek kotule , a cavity, in allusion to the cup-like
leaves of some of the species contained in this genus.
We have adopted the generic distinction of Bieberstein. De Candolle has divided the genus Cotyle¬
don, and our present subject is the Umbilicus sempervivum of his arrangement.
It is a remarkably pretty plant, deserving of a
place in every collection of alpines; whether in
flower or out of flower, it will arrest the eye, for its
crowded rosulate leaves never lose their healthy neat
appearance.
Our drawing was taken from a specimen in the
Birmingham Horticultural Society’s Garden, and
we are informed by Mr. Cameron, that planted in
sandy loam, and placed in a cold frame during
winter, it succeeds admirably, and in autumn admits
of increase by division of its offsets.
We are not aware of the plant having hitherto
been fully exposed during winter; it has been too
rare to admit of the experiment; it may, however,
be doubted, whether it could sustain the frosts, com¬
bined with the moisture of our climate.
Don's Syst. Bot. 1, 144.
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