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ANEMO'NE ALPI 'NA.
ALPINE ANEMONE.
Class.

Order.

POLYANDKIA.

POLYGYNIA.

Natural Order.
RANUNCULACEffi.

Native of
Austria.

Height.
6 inches.

Flowers in
July.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1658.

No. 741.

The application ofthe Greek word, anemos, wind,
to the present genus of plants is not very satisfac¬
torily explained; it is, however, not unfrequently
difficult to fix on any single circumstance which
will equally apply to all the species of a genus.
The wonderful diversity of exhaustless nature gives
the botanist strong claims to indulgence, when
his classification exhibits imperfections,
Anemone Alpina has a wide geographical range,
being found in the middle and northern extremities
of Europe, and on the Rocky Mountains of North
America; and exhibits a greater diversity of form,
within the limits of a single species, not only than

any other Anemone, but than most other plants.
The present handsome variety is known in the gar¬
dens as the Anemone Popeana, and was, we be¬
lieve, originally introduced to Great Britain by
those liberal-minded nurserymen, the Messrs. Pope
of Handsworth, near Birmingham.
It grows in the open borders, requiring little or
no care, and ripens seed freely, from which finer
plants are usually raised than those which are pro¬
pagated by division of its tubers.
186.

Don ’s Syst , Bot . 1 , 16.

RHODO'RA CANADEN 'SE.
CANADIAN RHODORA.

Order.

Class.

MONOGYNIA.

DECANDRIA.

Natural Order.
RHODORACEJE.

Native of
Height,
N. America. 1 foot.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
April, May. Perennial. in 1767.
No. 742.

Rhodora, like several other generic names, has
arisen out of the Greek word rhodon , a rose.
Rhodora Canadense originally ranked in the ge¬
nus Rhododendron, but differing as it does from that
genus in its three-parted corolla, it was separated
from it to form another, under the name here given.
Lately, however, since Azalea has fallen into Rho¬
dodendron, Rhodora has, by some botanists, been
ranked with them, and is called Rhododendron
rhodora.
Rhodora resembles the Azalea in its deciduous
habit, and general appearance; and it requires
similar treatment. As it flowers early in the spring
its blossoms are sometimes injured by frosts and
winds; but it deserves protection, and bears forcing
as well as the Azaleas.
The cultivation of these nearly-related plants is
so much alike that we will here give Mr. G. Don's
directions, from his System of Gardening. He
says, “ Of all the genera in existence, Rhododen¬
dron comprises the most handsome, elegant, and
showy shrubs, well fitted for adorning shrubberies,
or to be grown singly on lawns. All the species

grow best in peat soil, or very sandy loam, or vege¬
table mould: they are either increased by layers or
by seeds. When raised in the latter way, the seeds
must be sown early in the spring, in flat pans or
pots filled with peat earth, and covered very
slightly; the pots or pans should then be set in a
close frame, or at the front of a hot-house, till the
plants come up, watering them very slightly when
dry ; and as soon as the seedlings have grown high
enough to be laid hold of, they should be planted
out into other pans or pots, filled with the same
kind of mould; after which they may stand in a
close frame for a few days, until they have struck
fresh roots, and afterwards hardened to the air by
degrees. The smaller kinds of Rhododendron may
be propagated freely by cuttings, taken off from
young wood, and planted in sand, placing a bellglass over them. There are now in the gardens a
great many hybrid kinds of Rhododendron, and
are still increasing in number; some of which out¬
vie the species in splendour. The species, natives
of Nipaul, China, and Japan , in mild winters, would
probably succeed in the open air, but they will not
survive a severe winter without protection; they
are therefore best kept in pots, and placed among
other greenhouse or frame plants. Rhododendron
arboreum and Rhododendron album are among the
most showy of the species, and are well adapted
for conservatories, or to be placed in large tubs in
the greenhouse. Young cuttings of the tender kinds,
if torn off close to the stem, and planted in a pot
of sand, will strike root readily ; the pot should be
plunged in heat under a hand-glass.
Don’s Syst, Bot. 3, 848.

PRIM 'ULA MISTASSIN 'ICA.
LAKE MISTASSINS

PRIMROSE.

Class.

Order

PENTANDRIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
PRIMULACE ® .

Native of
Height.
N. America. 3 inches.

Flowers in Duration. Cultivated
April, May. Perennial. in 1818.

No. 743.

name, see No. 1.
banks of the Lake
that part of North
circle.
arctic
the
to
Canada
from
America,
Primula Mistassinica, which is nearly related to
farinosa and Scotica, is not frequently met with in
cultivation; indeed, it is comparatively a rare
plant, but deserves a place in every collection of
the species of this interesting family. We are in¬
debted to the obliging attention of Messrs. Atkins
and Jeyes of Northampton, for the plant which we
here figure. We received it in flower, in April, it
having had the protection of a cold frame.
For the meaning

of the generic

This plant was discovered on the
Mistassins, and is indigenous to

It is most successfully cultivated in a pot with
Auriculas, or Alpine plants; and should be potted
in fresh yellow sandy loam, in preference to any
compost or enriched soil.
The researches of botanists abroad, and the
industry of cultivators at home, still add to the
species and varieties of this pleasing genus. Some
however, we presume, are lost, for Master Hesket’s
Double Primrose, which is described by Parkinson,
in his Paradisus Terrestris, has not come under the

notice of any florist with whom we are acquainted.
As a specimen of descriptions given two hundred
years ago we will copy this.

Parkinson says, “ Master Hesket’s Double Prim¬
rose is very like vnto the small double Primrose,
both in leafe, root, and heighth of growing, the
stalke not rising much higher then it, but bearing
flowers in a farre different manner; for this beareth
not only single flowers vpon seuerall stalkes, but
somtimes two or three single flowers vpon one stalk,
and also at the same time a bigger stalke, and
somewhat higher, hauing one greene huske at the
toppe thereof, sometimes broken on the one side,
and sometimes whole, in the middle whereof standeth sometimes diuers single flowers, thrust together,
every flower to be seene in his proper forme, and
sometimes there appeare with some whole flowers
others that are but parts of flowers, as if the flowers
were broken in pieces, and thrust into one huske,
the leaues of the flowers (being of a white or pale
Primrose colour, but a little deeper) seldome rising
aboue the height of the very huske it selfe; and
sometimes, as I haue obserued in this plant, it will
haue vpon the same stalke, that beareth such flow¬
ers as I haue here described vnto you, a small
flower or two, making the stalke seeme branched
into many flowers, whereby you may perceiue, that
it will vary into many formes, not abiding constant
in any yeare, as all the other sorts doe.”
The singular varieties of the Primula acaulis, or
Common Primrose, have attracted the attention of

many florists; and a collection of them is alike
interesting to the physiologist and the cultivator.

NARCIS 'SUS MONTA'NUS.
MOUNTAIN

NARCISSUS.

Class.

Order.

HEXANDRIA .

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
AMAHYLLIDACE/E.

Native of
Portugal.

Height.
1 foot.

Flowers in Duration. Cultivated
April, May. Perennial. in 1629.

No. 744.

The name Narcissus is explained at No. 225.
This species is known to be a native of Portugal,
but it is probable that it was first called montanus
on account of its introduction from the Pyrenean

mountains, where, according to Salisbury, it is
indigenous.
The Narcissus montanus has been long known to
botanists, but is not a common plant in cultivation,
indeed it is rarely met with; and probably our
variety of it is still more uncommon, if its pecu¬
liarity be not accidental. It will be seen by the
accompanying figure, that in lieu of six divisions
of the corolla, our flower has four only. This cir¬
cumstance does not appear to have been noticed by
any botanist, and whether, under all circumstances
of cultivation, it be permanent or otherwise we are
unable to determine; it has, however, during two
years, been constant, from which it may be inferred
that the plant is a seedling variety, possessing this
anomalous character. Should any of our readers
be acquainted with it, we shall be glad to receive
information regarding its history, that we may
communicate it to others.
Loudon’s Ency , of Plants, p, 240.
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