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NEMOPH 'ILA ATOMA'RIA.
SPECKLED

NEMOPHILA.

Class.

Order

PBNTANDRIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
IIYDEOFHYLLACEA!.

Native of
California.

Flowers in Duration.
Height.
6 inches. June to Oct. Annual.

Introduced
in 1836.

No . 745.

For the derivation of the name Nemophila, see
No. 635. The Latin specific name is translated in
the word speckled.
This is one of the additions to our Californian
annuals, obtained, as is stated by Sir W. J . Hooker,
by the successful labours of the lamented Douglas,
by whom seeds were transmitted to the London
Horticultural Society, in 1826. Although a pretty
flower it possesses but little of that gaiety which so
eminently distinguishes many of the productions
received from the same country, and is much less
brilliant in appearance than its near ally, the Ne¬
mophila insignis (No. 635) which cheers the bor¬
ders with its lively blue. It is, however, an early
flowerer, requiring, with the assistance of a hotbed,
but little more than two months’ growth before it
begins to produce its flowers. A succession of
these will be produced through the summer, and
its seed will be ripened freely if the season be
favourable.
A number of seedlings have sprung spontane¬
ously on the site of our old plant, showing that,
like insignis, it is completely hardy.
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SCYPHANTHUS
ELEGANT

EL'EGANS.

CUP - FLOWER.

Class.

Order.

SYNGENESIA.

AQUALIS.

Natural Order.
LOASACEE.

Native of
Chile.

Height.
2 feet.

Flowers in

Aug. Sept.

Duration. Introduced
Annual.
in 1824.

No. 746.

The name of the genus now before us is deduced
from the Greek words skuphos , a cup, and anthos,
a flower. The application will be evident.

Scyphanthus elegans was, we believe, introduced
to this country by the Horticultural Society, but it
has not come into general cultivation. It is nearly
allied to Loasa, and is sometimes met with in our
gardens as Loasa volubilis; but this is a plant dis¬
tinct from Scyphanthus elegans. The stinging pro¬
perty of several allied species would doubtless ope¬
rate against the culture of this plant, just as the
reasonable fear that attends the sight of the poison¬
ous adder is unnecessarily excited by those inoffen¬
sive creatures, the common snake, and the blindworm, or slow-worm. The general dissemination
of knowledge in the present day promises, however,
to banish these prejudices from the minds of the
rising generation.
Plants of the Scyphanthus elegans should be
raised in a hotbed in the spring, and put into the
open borders, against a south wall if convenient, in
May. As it will continue flowering till late in
autumn, the seeds should be collected as they ripen.
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MAL'VA CREEA 'NA.
cree ’s mallow.
Class.

Order.

MONADELPHI A.

POLYANDKIA.

Natural Order.
MALVACEAE.

Origin.
Hybrid.

Height.
2 feet.

Flowers in
July to Oct.

Habit.
Shrub.

Raised
in 1835.

No. 747.

Malva, see No. 517. Creeana is a name adopted
Penny, Nurseryman, of Milford,
out of respect to his friend Mr. Cree, of the Addlestone Nursery, who is said to be a good practical
botanist as well as cultivator.

by the late George

This very ornamental shrubby Mallow was raised
from seed by Mr. Penny, by whom it was named
Creeana, but as a variety of Malva miniata. He
would, undoubtedly, be a good authority, and must
have believed that it sprung from seeds of miniata;
of this, however, we have no direct information.

Doctor Graham says, “ In the arrangement of the
species, it seems to me, that it should be placed
near to Malva divaricata.”
We were favoured with our specimen of this
small shrub from the Birmingham Horticultural
Society’s garden, and Mr. Cameron has obligingly
informed us that he finds it a most desirable orna¬
ment in autumn, but that it is rather too tender to
bear full exposure during winter; therefore young
plants should be struck from cuttings, and pro¬
tected in the cold frame in severe weather. It
should be planted in a light soil.
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I'RIS RETICULA 'TA.
NETTED

IRIS.

Class.

Order.

TRIANDEIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
IIIIDACEJE.

Native of
Jberia.

Height.
5 inches.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
in 1821.
Mar. April. Perennial.

No. 748.

Iris, the rainbow, has been noticed under Nos.
274 and 519.

The pretty Iris which we now publish will form
another desirable addition to the collections of
many admirers of this very extensive genus. Like
most others it may be increased by division; it
may also be increased by seeds.
Notwithstanding the Iris is a special favourite
with the generality of persons who cultivate it, the
most zealous admirer will probably fall very far
short in the exhibition of his respectful feelings
towards it, when brought into comparison with the
Sclavonians of former times. These people, who,
it has been supposed, were the aboriginal inhabit¬
ants of Russia, and subsequently established them¬
selves on the banks of the Danube, paid extreme
defference to the Iris. It is related by Pliny,
(Nat. Hist, book xxi.) that previous to taking up
a root of it, they considered it necessary to render
to the earth compensation; therefore, they made
circular channels around the Iris, with a sword,
and therein poured mead or honeyed water, in
recompence for robbing it of so great a treasure;

and when it was taken forth it was instantly held
up aloft towards heaven.
Of the numerous species of Iris which are found
in our gardens, England claims but two as natives
—the pseudo-acorus, or yellow water-flag, and the
fcetidissima, or Gladwyn. The latter, Gerard calls

Stinking Gladdon, and prescribes it as a remedy
for numerous ills which our frail nature is heir to.

The former of these—Iris pseudo-acorus, has pow¬
erful medicinal properties, mentioned by old au¬
thors as astringent, but stated by modern experi¬
mentalists to be directly the reverse. It is, how¬
ever, astringent to the taste, and has been used in
combination with iron, in dying black. It is very
abundant in many parts both of England and Scot¬
land in wet marshy places, and by the sides of
pools. Hence it is pointed out by nature as a suit¬
able embellishment for the sides of ponds, or other
water that may occur in the garden or pleasure
grounds. Henry Phillips, in his Flora Historica,
says, “ It is difficult to imagine an effect more
agreeable to the eye than to see clumps of these
yellow flowers reflected in the blue waters of our
winding streams and ornamental lakes. The em¬
bellishment of such situations, in general, is too
little understood, and less attended to. We would
not wish to see the banks of our rivers bearing
visible marks of art, but the naked expanse of arti¬
ficial lakes is unnatural,—a proportion of aquatic
plants is necessary to keep up a harmony of
colouring, and to soften the abruptness of the
change which the eye catches when waters are too
suddenly contrasted with the land.”

