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BER 'BERIS ARISTA 'TA.
AWNET) BARBERRY.

Class .

Order.

HEXANDRIA .

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order,
BERBERIDACEiE.

Native of
Nepal.

Height.
6 feet.

Flowers in
Duration. Introduced
April, May. Perennial. in 1820.

No. 753.

The word Berberis is adopted from the Arabic
language, in which it is used as the name of the
well-known fruit of the Barberry. Aristata is
formed from the Latin arista, a bristle or prickle,
as a specific name for this species of Berberis, on
account of the bristly terminations of the serratures
or teeth of the leaves. On reference to our figure,
it will be seen that this character is not present;
and without examination of the whole shrub, such
a specimen would be determined as belonging to a
different species. Had De Candolle seen the entire
plant, it may be presumed that he would not have
adopted a name founded on a character which in
the present instance proves so variable. The young
flowering branches will be usually found with leaves
as they are represented in our drawing ; whilst
the foliage of other parts of the shrub is more gen¬
erally serrated, with spinulose teeth; and mucronate, that is, with the apex terminated by a prickly
point.
In reference to this plant, it is stated in that
excellent and most comprehensive Work, “ Arboretumet FruticetumBritannicum”ofMr . Loudon,that
189.

this robust shrub grows with extraordinary vigour,
and is “ capable of being formed into a very hand¬
some small tree. It is a native of Nepal, and is
found on mountains at from 5000 feet to 8000 feet

of elevation, flowering there in May. The root
and wood are of a dark yellow colour, and form
the yellow wood of Persian authors ; they are used
as a dye, and, being bitter and a little astringent,
they, as well as the bark, are employed in medicine.
In Nepal, the fruit of this species is dried, like
grapes for forming raisins, in the sun. After being
once established, plants of this species grow with
extraordinary rapidity till they attain the height of
eight or ten feet, after which they continue throw¬
ing up suckers. It is a most desirable plant, and
calculated to produce a splendid effect, both when
in flower and when in fruit, upon an open lawn. As
a rapid grower, it ought not to be planted near
slow-growing shrubs or trees.”
For the specimen of this desirable Barberry we
are indebted to the obliging attention of Mr. Cam¬
eron, of the Birmingham Horticultural Society’s
Garden, who informs us that he has a Berberis,
probably a variety of the present one, which wras
brought from Kamoon, and seems likely to be the
one alluded to by Dr. Royle, as distinguished in
its native country by the name Kushmul. It has
stronger spines, leaves more prominently aristate;
and is less hardy than the one now figured.
Berberis aristata is very ornamental in flower;
of its foliage through the winter.
It may be increased by layers, cnttings, or seed;
and flourishes in any light garden soil.
and retains mugh

PHI LADE I/PHUS

GORDONIA 'NUS.

Gordon ’s syringa.
Class .

Order.

ICOSANDHJA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
PH1LADEI.PHACEji.

Native of
California.

Height.
10 feet.

Flowers in . Duration.

Perennial.

July.

Introduced
in 1830.

No. 754.

The Greek tree which bore the name Philadeiphos , as

mentioned

by Aristotle , is now

unknown. The name was revived by Linneus for
a genus of icosandrous shrubs, usually known as
Syringas. The specific name is given in compliment
to Mr. George Gordon, superintendent of the
Hardy Plant department, in the London Horticul¬
tural Society’s garden.
Douglas, when employed by the Horticultural
Society to explore various parts of the new world,
found this shrub growing on the banks of the Co¬
lumbia River; and sent home seeds, from which
Great Britain has derived its supply. It has been
extensively increased and distributed, and may be
met with in most respectable nurseries.
Independently of its value as a very showy shrub,
the Philadelphus Gordonianus should be possessed
on account of its flowering later in the season than
any other species. Furthermore, it is exceedingly
hardy, having sustained our severest frosts.
It may be increased from seeds, layers, or cut¬
tings. The latter should be formed of half-ripened
wood, in August, and planted in a shady border.
Bot. Reg. 32, 1839.

AQUILE 'GIA BRAC'HYCERAS.
SHORT - SPURRED

COLUMBINE.

Class.

Order

POLYANDRIA.

PENTAGYNIA.

Natural Order.
RANUNCULACE/E.

Native of Height.
N. Europe- 9 inches.

Flowers in

May.

Duration.
Perennial.

Introduced
in 1838.

No. 755.

The name Aquilegia is founded on the Latin
word aquila, an eagle; and Columbine, from columba, a dove. These terms have not been inaptly
suggested from the shape of the blossoms. If a
flower of Columbine be held up in an inverted posi¬
tion, it would not require an extravagant imagina¬
tion to discover the representation of a cluster of

little birds, stretching their necks and spreading
their wings, like young ones in a nest, to be fed.
The position of the flowers in our plate of Aquilegia Canadensis, No. 326, will exhibit this ; each
bird being formed of one petal and two sepals.
Aquilegia brachyceras is a newly-introduced spe¬
cies, named by Fischer and Meyer, in their seed
catalogue of the Imperial Botanic Garden, at St.
Petersburgh. It was raised from Russian seeds,
in 1838, in the Birmingham Garden, and, probably,
is not in any other British collection. It is of low
growth, and has proved to be quite hardy ; it will,
therefore, be a desirable addition to our borders.
It may be raised from seeds, or increased by divi¬
sion of its roots, and will flower in any common
garden mould.
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GENOTHE'RA RUBICUN 'DA.
RUDDY CENOTHERA.

Class.

Order.

OCTANDRIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
ONAGRACEA?..

Native of Height.
California? 2 feet.

Flowers in
July , Aug.

Duration.
Annual.

Introduced
in 1834.

No. 756.

The meaning of CEnothera will be found noticed

under No. 201.

Although we have not adopted the name Godetia, which has been given to part of the plants
usually included in the genus CEnothera, it doubt¬
less will ere long prevail. The division of CEno¬
thera was first made by M. Spach, a German
botanist, but unfavourably received by his English
coadjutors. He has divided it into several genera;
that , however, named Godetia, is the only one
which has met with notice in England. It is
founded on the chalaza (a circular disk, at the base
of the nucleus, within the embryo seed) having a
fringed margin. None of the flowers of this division
of the Linneau genus are yellow.
Seeds of the present plant were collected and
sent home by Douglas, from California. It is
showy and handsome, and superior to Lindleyana,
from the warmth of tint which its flowers possess;
and not less inferior to any annual species.
CEnothera rubicunda requires but the usual care
of hardy annuals. If sown in March a succession
crop may be sown six weeks later.
JBot. Reg. 1856.
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