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Mmziosiaempetrifamiis.

Diantbus aggi-egatus.

DELPHI 'NIUM DECO'RUM.
HANDSOME LARKSPUR.

Class .

Order .

POLYANDRIA .

TRIGYNIA.

Natural Order.
RANUNCOLACE.® .

Native of
Russia.

Flowers in
Height.
inches.
May.

18

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1838.

No . 761.

Delphinium, from the Greek Delphinion , a
dolphin, alludes to the bud of the flower, previous
to its expansion.
This rare plant is one of the most distinct species
of Larkspur that has of late been introduced to our

gardens. It was, we presume, first cultivated in
the Imperial Garden of St . Petersburg, and there
named decorum by Fischer and Meyer. Russian
seeds were subsequently transmitted to the Birm¬
ingham Horticultural Society in 1838, from which
the original of our drawing was raised. Mr. Ca¬
meron, the curator of this establishment, observes,
that it is a plant of neat growth, and flowered in
1839, but much stronger and finer in the present
season, 1840, producing a succession of flowers for
two months, and ripening seeds. It has proved
perfectly hardy, but at present does not admit of
division at the root.
Hitherto but little experience has been acquired
in regard to this new' species; it seems, however,
to demand but common garden soil ; and Mr. Ca¬
meron conceives that the best plants will be raised
from seeds, sown where they are to remain,
m

MENZIE 'SIA EMPETRIFO R'MIS.
EMPETRON - FOEMED

MENZIESIA.

Class.

Order.

OCTANDRIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
ericace

Native of Height.
N.America 6 inches.

®.

Flowers in
June , July.

Duration.
Perennial.

Introduced
in 1810.

No. 762.

The name of Archibald Menzies, an English bo¬
tanist, is recorded in this genus by his friend, Sir J.
E . Smith. Mr. Menzies collected many rare and
nondescript plants, particularly on the western coasts
of New Holland and North America. Amongst
them was that under consideration, and also Menziesia ferruginea. The observations under No. 681,
respecting the transfer from genus to genus of Menziesia ccerulea apply, in a certain degree, to this
plant also.

Although cultivated in this country as long ago
as the year 1810, Menziesia empetriformis is a
scarce plant. This arises from no want of hardi¬
hood, but probably from its requiring to be grown
in good peat soil. It is quite a gem amongst
dwarf shrubs of its own character, or in a collec¬
tion of alpines, where it deserves a prominent
place.
It may be slowly increased from layers, which
will make sufficient root in two years to admit of
their being separated from the parent plant. Or
cuttings of the young wood might be struck in
sand under a bell-glass.
Don's Syst. Bot. 3, 833.

TROLLIUS ASIATTCUS.
ASIATIC

GLOBE - FLOWER.

Class .

Order.

POLYANDRIA.

POLYGYNIA.

Natural Order.
RANUNCULACEA'..

Native of

Siberia.

Height,
3 feet.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
May& June. Perennial. in 1759.
No. 763.

An old German word, trol, or trolen, is said to
have been the origin of the name of this genus,
and the signification has reference to the globular
shape of the flower.
Our drawing was taken from a plant known as
Trollius Asiaticus superbus, and from its very fine
growth, and the size of its blossoms in comparison
with others, it well deserves the appellation superb.
As a hardy border plant it is most desirable; its
golden globes, or rather hemispheres, strike the
attention at a distance, like the terminating cres¬
cents of a Turkish mosque. The Trollius Europaeus, published under No. 209, produces brilliancy
in the back of a border, but the richness of colour
in Asiaticus marks the superiority of this flower.
Its general cultivation is most simple. It
will grow in almost any situation ; but in a deep
rich soil, on a cool or moist subsoil, it luxuriates
most freely. Increase may be obtained by the di¬
vision of its roots, in spring or autumn. In favour¬
able seasons this Trollius will ripen seeds; from
which young plants may be raised by sowing them
in spring, on a bed of fine earth in a cool situation.

DIAN 'THUS AGGREGATUS.
AGGREGATE PINK.
Class.

Order.

DECANDRIA.

DIG YNIA.

Natural Order.
SILENACEJE.

Native of
Unknown.

Height.
1 foot.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
June &May.) Biennial. in 1817.
No. 764.

Dianthus, see No. 65. The single variety of
Dianthus aggregatus appeared in the fifth volume
of Sweet’s Flower Garden, but we are not aware
of any figure of the double-flowering plant having
hitherto been published. There are few, however,
even in this attractive genus, which are more
deserving of such attention.
Dianthus aggregatus, in its single state, has
been known for several years in our nurseries, but
its native country has never been referred to, which
increases the probability that it is a garden variety
of Dianthus barbatus. However this may be, some
of the first botanists of the age have described
it as a distinct species. Judging from the plant
itself, and the freedom with which our Sweet-wil¬
liam sports into beautiful variety, we are much in¬
clined to consider it a descendant of this species.
We esteem it no mark of disparagement if this
plant be a variety of Dianthus barbatus, or Sweetwilliam, for very few of the old standard plants of
our gardens are more deserving of attention. It
has of late fallen into unmerited neglect, not as a
consequence of its want of beauty, but from the

introduction of innumerable exotic novelties, all of
which for awhile occupy attention, but many un¬
duly so, and are subsequently soon forgotten.
This very circumstance gave rise to our addition
of the Floral Register to this work, that through
its pages, and miniature engravings, every newlyintroduced plant might be brought under the im¬
mediate notice of our readers, and their merits or
demerits set forth, whilst those only of prominent
beauty or interest would receive further illustration
in the Botanic Garden.
At present the Dianthus aggregatus is met with
of one deep rich colour only, but by attention to
its culture from seed it would be likely to sport
into varieties, as others of its family are prone to
do, and thereby secure the attention of the florist,
who searches for novelty. If prizes were generally
offered by Florieultural Societies, for the best seed¬
ling Sweet-williams, there cannot be a doubt but
the improved flowers would, in a few years, become
a splendid addition to our borders. Whether it be
that our northern friends, the Scotch, have a more
just appreciation of beauty, or are less led away by
strange novelties, as Gerarde says, the fact appears
that they value the Sweet-william more than the
English. The Horticultural Societies of Ayrshire,
Stirling, and Montrose, and probably others, offer
prizes for Sweet-williams, and we hope to see our
English societies do the same, that another beauti¬
ful plant may be restored to our gardens.
Dianthus aggregatus will flourish in any good
mould, and may be easily increased by cuttings of
the young shoots, which spring near the roots.
Don’s Syst. Bot. 1, 385.
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