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Covent Garden .—In 1808 it was entirely destroyed , and was
rebuilt by Smirke , and burnt down a second time in 1855.
Italian Opera House .—This building was burnt down in 1788.
Lyceum or English Opera House . —Burnt down in 1830, with
several bouses.
Olympic .—Burnt down in 1849.
Astley 's.—Burnt down with several houses in 1794 ; again in
1803 , with 40 houses ; and a third time in 1841.
Surrey .—Burnt to the ground in 1805, and again in 1865.

CHAPTER III .
FIRE BRIGADES.
History

relates

that

fires

and

conflagrations

were

constantly

occurring in most of the cities and towns of the world, and that at
various periods some have been more or less severely injured , and
others all but totally destroyed . The necessity of providing some
means for checking the ravages of fire seems to have been apparent
to the ancients , and acted on by them at a very remote period ; for
history states men were regularly trained to the business of extin¬
guishing fires, as well as to that of setting places on fire ; which
latter was the business of some of the soldiers, and one of the war
tactics of the period .
In ancient Borne bodies of firemen , called matricularii , whose
profession and business it was to extinguish fires, were in existence
in the time of Pliny , and firemen were to be found in most of the
provincial towns. The rivalries of the various companies of these
ancient firemen continually caused disturbances and rows, just as
was the case in London prior to 1830, and in some of the cities of
America at the present day. Pliny the Younger , who lived 'in the
first century after Christ, and was governor of Bithynia , was ordered
by the Emperor Trajan ‘to provide such machines as are of service
in extinguishing fires, enjoining the owners of houses to assist in
preventing the mischief from spreading , and , if it should be
necessary , to call in the aid of the populace .’
Pliny relates that the town of Nicomedia , in the state of which
he was governor , was nearly destroyed by fire, ‘ owing to the
violence of the wind, and partly to the indolence of the people,
who, it appears , stood fixed and idle spectators of this terrible
calamity . The truth is, the city was not furnished with either
engines , buckets , or any single instrument proper to extinguish
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fires, which I have now, however, ordered to he provided .’ During
the reign of Augustus , fires were so frfequent in Rome that he
established a fire watch to diminish their prevalence . At this
period most of the gentry and wealthy inhabitants had night
watchmen in their houses to guard against the danger of fire.
Alfred the Great ordered the inhabitants of Oxford to cover up
their fires every night at the ringing of the bell at curfew. The
instrument used for this purpose was made of iron or copper, in
shape something like a Dutch oven without the bottom , and the
ashes being raked into a heap against the back of the hearth , the
open side of the ‘ couvre feu ’ being placed against the heap , would
safely enclose them , and prevent danger from sparks.
In the year 1068 William I . introduced the curfew bell through¬
out the kingdom , which wTas rung at eight o’clock at night in every
town, when all fires and lights had to be extinguished , under a
severe penalty . In the first year of Henry I ., A. d. 1100, the cur¬
few was abolished, but a bell is still rung at eight o’clock in the
evening in many towns in England .
The wise men of the ‘ dark ages,’ as they are termed , saw an
improved mode of extinguishing fires, and an efficient substitute
for water, firemen, and fire engines , in church bells ! which they
consecrated with most imposing ceremonies, washing them inside
and out with holy water , anointing them with holy oil, &c. &c.
On other occasions the covering of the altar , images, or the relics
of some pretended saint , were paraded about by the priests as the
most practical mode of putting out the fire—interesting examples
of the sweet simplicity of the good old times !
In the first year of Richard I., A. d. 1189, the wardmotes of the
city of London arranged the following rules for preventing loss of
life and destruction of property by fire :—
‘ Item .—That all persons who dwell in great houses within the
ward have a ladder or two ready and prepared to succour their
neighbours in case misadventure should occur from fire.
‘ Item .—That all persons who occupy such houses have in sum¬
mer time , and especially between the feast of Pentecost and the
feast of St . Bartholomew (Aug. 24), before their doors a barrel
full of water for quenching such fire, if it be not a house which
has a fountain of its own.
‘ Item .—That ten reputable men of the ward, with ten aldermen ,
provide a strong crook of iron with a wooden handle , together
with two chains and two strong cords, and that the beadle have a
good horn and loudly sounding . Of persons wandering by night
it is forbidden that any persons shall be so daring as to be found
wandering about the streets of the city after the curfew rung out
at St. Martin ’s-le-Grand , and St . Laurance , upon pain of being
arrested .’
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In 1268 a night watch for the city of London was first
appointed .
In 1285, the thirteenth year of Edward I., an Act was passed
against incendiaries , and night watchmen were ordered to be
appointed in every town and city.
In 1429 another Act declared ‘ If any threaten by casting bills
to burn a house if money be not laid in a certain place , and do
after burn the house, such burning shall be adjudged high treason .’
In 1472 a night bellman was employed in Exeter to alarm the
inhabitants in case of fire ; and in 1558 leathern buckets , ladders ,
and crooks were ordered to be provided for the same city ; but no
application of the pump seems to have been then thought of.
Eellmen were first appointed in London in 1556. They had to
ring their bells at night , and call out , ‘ Take care of your fire and
candle , be charitable to the poor, and pray for the dead.’
The punishment of death was awarded to all who wilfully fired
buildings from the very earliest period . In ancient Rome, where
this crime was very common, those found guilty of it were burnt
to death , in a similar manner to the prisoners in the time of the
Inquisition . They were enveloped in the tunica molesta , a gar¬
ment made of paper , flax, or tow, and smeared over with pitch ,
bitumen , or wax ; so that , when brought to the place of execution
and the fire lighted , there was no chance of their escaping . From
this , no doubt , was copied the dress worn by those unfortunates
who wrere doomed to suffer in those detestable ‘autos da fe ’ of the
continental Inquisitions , which a loving and merciful religion so
largely patronised , and were so ably carried out by Christian
ministers , whose anxiety for the safety of the souls of their
victims led them to torture their bodies as the readiest mode of
securing it .
In ancient times whoever caused an accidental fire w^as punished
in proportion to the amount of negligence w'hich gave rise to it ;
and was also compelled to repair to the extent of his means the
damage caused thereby . Moses established a similar law, possibly
a counterpart of a law of this kind in force amongst the Egyp¬
tians .
In the thirty -seventh year of Henry VIII ., A. D. 1546, an Act was
passed inflicting the ‘pains of death ’ on all found guilty of cer¬
tain crimes, amongst which were ‘ secret burning of frames of
timber prepared and made by the owners thereof ready to be set
up and edified for houses ; burning of w'ains and carts loaden with
coals or other goods ; burning of heaps of wood, cut, felled, and
prepared for making coals ; cutting off the ears of the king ’s sub¬
jects, and divers other like kinds of miserable offences.’ From
this it seems that some of the ‘ amusements ’ of the ‘ good old
times ’ were of a rather peculiar character , and of a nature cal-
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culated to leave a lasting impression on at least one of the parties
interested .
On a consolidation of the laws by statute 7 & 8 Geo. IV., 1827,
the punishment of death was continued for this crime.
In statute 1 Vic., 1837, it was enacted , ‘ If any house be fired,
and persons be therein , or if any vessel be fired with a view to
murder or plunder ,-it shall be death .’
The other modes of prevention of fires were the establishment
of watchmen, whose business it was to arrest thieves and incen¬
diaries, and give the alarm in case of fire.
It does not appear that there was any efficient organisation in
existence for controlling or extinguishing fires in England until
comparatively recent times , and a long period seems to have
elapsed before anything at all calculated to do this was attempted .
The terrible conflagration known as the ‘ Great Fire of London ’
seems to have given a start to the subject of providing means for
the more ready extinguishing , or at least controlling , of fires ;
and, accordingly , various plans were adopted for this purpose .
Acts of Parliament were passed, and also Acts of Common Coun¬
cil, in 1667, to enable these to be carried into effect ; and one of
the latter passed in that year ‘ for preventing and suppressing of
fires for the future ’ enacts that the city of London shall be
divided into four districts , and ‘ each thereof was to be provided
with eight hundred leather buckets , fifty ladders of different sizes,
from twelve to forty-two feet in length , two brazen hand squirts to
each parish , four-and-twenty pickaxe sledges, and forty shod
shovels.
‘ 2. That each of the twelve companies provide themselves with
an engine, thirty buckets , three ladders , six pickaxe sledges, and
two hand squirts, to be ready upon all occasions. And the
inferior companies such a number of small engines and buckets
as should be allotted them by the lord mayor and court of aldermen .
‘ 3. That the aldermen passed the office of shrievalty do provide
their several houses with four -and -twenty buckets and one hand
squirt each ; and those who have not served that office, twelve
buckets and one hand squirt each.
‘4. And for the effectual supplying the engines and squirts with
water, pumps were to be placed in all the wells, and fireplugs in
the several mainpipes belonging to the New River and Thames
waterworks .’
In the sixth year of Queen Anne , 1708, it was enacted that
‘ each parish shall keep a large engine and an hand engine , and a
leathern pipe and socket of the same size as the plug or fire cock
(of the water mains), that the socket may be put into the pipe to con¬
vey the water clear to the engine ,’ under a penalty of ten pounds.
In the case of a fire, the first person who arrived with a parish
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engine to extinguish the fire, was entitled to 30s. reward , the
second 20s., and the third 10s., provided the engines were in good
order , 4with a socket, or hose, or leather pipe .’ The next year the
owners or keepers of 4other large engines ’ (not parish engines )
were entitled to the same reward , upon arriving with them and
assisting in extinguishing a fire.
In . the same year it was enacted ‘That every servant , by whose
negligence or carelessness a fire should be occasioned, should
forfeit one hundred pounds , or in default , be imprisoned and kept
to hard labour during eighteen months .’ In the case of setting
fire to a house wilfully, it was made a capital offence, punishable
by death .
In the year 1791 a fire watch, as it was termed , was established
in London .
However and whenever an accidental fire may occur, it is certain
that in nearly every case there is a variation in the circumstances ,
and thus it may be considered impossible to give such definite and
fixed rules as shall be applicable in every individual instance . In
nearly every fire occurring in a dwelling-house whilst the in¬
habitants are within and awake, there can be no reason to doubt ,
that if a simple and ready means of suppressing the fire at its first
start were at hand , and used directly , most of the disastrous con¬
flagrations , large and small, which are of daily occurrence , would
not be heard of ; but here it may be asked in how many lodgingrooms, or even houses, are any such appliances to be found ? and
what facilities are given in the generality of either old or new build¬
ings for the use of them ? If the records of the various volunteer
and paid brigades be inspected , the remark will continually be found,
4extinguished with hand pumps ;’ by which it will be seen that ,
even after the time required to give the alarm and fetch the
engine has elapsed, the fire has often been put out by a squirt and
a bucket or two of water. As a rule , it will be found that too much
is trusted to other people and too little to ourselves to subdue any
fire that may arise, and we neglect to provide ourselves with those
ready and simple means which, when brought into use by the fire¬
men at a later period , are found to be efficient ; and thereby run
the risk of destruction , not only of the lives and property of those
in whose premises the fire may break out, but also those of numer¬
ous others in the neighbourhood . A pailful of water applied on
the discovery of the fire at its early stage would nearly always
conquer it ; but if not done at once, tons will be required to do
what might have been done by pounds . Could any arrangement
insure the application of water to a fire of the usual description
within five minutes of its commencement , the progress of twothirds of them would be effectually resisted ; for a little water, even
a pint , at that moment is everything .
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In the great fire that occurred at Barclay ’s Brewery, where all
except the malt lofts was destroyed , Mr. John Braithwaite was
instrumental in saving some 60,000 ?-. worth of malt by such means.
The beams on one side of the malt lofts had caught fire ; he went
across one of the beams with two pint pots, carrying a gallon of
water under his arm , and by applying it on the burning part he
extinguished the fire in the beams , and the malt was saved. This
shows the importance of having means at hand for attacking a fire
at the earliest moment ; and there can be no reason why every
room in a house should not have a small pail , can, or jug of water
kept constantly filled, and a small hand pump also, so that , in the
event of a fire breaking out, the means of attacking it would be
ready at the shortest notice, and the fire extinguished at once, or
kept in check until the arrival of more powerful means than those
in the possession of the inmates . This plan would be of particular
benefit in the case of houses let out in rooms, where , if each lodger
had such a provision ready in case of fire, there is not the least doubt
but that a fire in such a place would hardly be heard of.
It is generally admitted that the means in existence in most of
the towns throughout Great Britain for the ready and efficient
extinguishing of fires are most inadequate , that is to say, in either
quantity or quality . So far as having plenty of persons ready an 1
willing to lend a hand on the breaking out of a fire, and use their
utmost exertions to save life and property , there is no want ; but
when it comes to the question of well trained hands , provided with
efficient appliances for this purpose , capable of doing a proper
amount of good in the shortest time , the answer is, there are none,
or very few, of either !
It has been said that the public ought to look to the fire offices
as providers of the means required for this purpose , but a moment ’s
reflection would show the inutility and unreasonableness of such
a course by the public , inasmuch as it is not their business to do
anything , except where they have taken risks and require some
means to protect themselves from any great or serious loss. It has
been proposed that the fire offices should send engines and appli¬
ances of their own to each town where they have risks , and that
the inhabitants should establish volunteer brigades to work them .
This does not appear to be a reasonable proposal ; for why should
companies, established solely as a commercial speculation and to
make as much money as they can, be led to expect that people
should be found to work for nothing , and assist in putting money
in their pockets without being paid for so doing ? It is very true
that the uninsured public might get the benefit of the brigade
should they ever be under the necessity of requiring it , but this
would not be the state of things that ought to exist . It is in no
way desirable that any volunteer brigade should be under the
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thumb of any insurance office, or expected to work for them
without being compensated ; but what the insurance companies
might do, with credit and advantage to themselves , would be to
present to a town (whether they held risks in it or not ) a proper
engine and appliances to be used at all fires in the town and neigh¬
bourhood , on condition that a volunteer brigade be established to
work it, who would be paid by any office who held risks at which
they worked, in case of fire, for the expenses incident in attending
it ; and require that the engine and appliances should be always
kept in the highest state of efficiency, and always ready for work at
a moment ’s notice. If any company, following this course, took a
town with no insurances in any office, then they might reasonably
expect to obtain such insurances as the inhabitants were disposed
to effect ; whilst if there were other offices already holding some
risk in the place, they might expect a share of the future insur¬
ances to be effected ; and under any circumstances it could not fail
to prove a most efficient advertisement for the office. This would
go a long way to redeem the shortcomings of insurance offices
generally , who of late years seem to have lost the liberal spirit of
meeting those holding claims against them , and which course,
sooner or later , must prove disadvantageous to the present system
of carrying on the business.
The protection of London from the ravages of fire, by means of
engines required by law to be kept by the various parishes for this
purpose , has long been of a most ridiculously inefficient character ,
and in consequence of this the various insurance companies, to pro¬
tect themselves , formed their establishment for this purpose ; but
the annual increase in the expenditure to keep it going became so
great that they informed the public and the Government of their
intention to withdraw it , unless some means were taken to assist
them in maintaining it .
By the Act 14 Geo. III ., c. 78, it was enacted that the city of
London should provide 218 engines and 327 ladders for its pro¬
tection ; and there were to be 70 engines and 195 ladders for the
protection of the remainder of the metropolis .
In the Act 3 & 4 Will. IV ., c. 90, s. 44, called the ‘ Lighting and
Watching Act,’ which extends to England and Wales, there is a
provision to enable the inspectors appointed under that Act to pro¬
vide and keep up two fire engines ; and it is found that certain of
the parishes in the metropolitan district , without the bills of
mortality , avail themselves of this provision. By the 75th clause
of this Act, every parish is obliged to keep one large engine and
one small , called a hand engine, a leathern pipe md a certain
number of ladders .
In some parishes efficient fire establishments are maintained and
charged on the parochial rates , especially in the case of Hackney ,
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where a very efficient brigade, with five engines and five stations ,
is maintained at an expense of about 500L per annum ,
which is
about ^cl. in the pound on the rating of the parish .

The arrangements generally made by the parishes in the older
part of London , under the Act 14 Greo. III ., cap. 78, are not only
entirely useless, but in many instances produce injurious results ,
as the system under that Act frequently confers a reward for
the
first useless parochial engine , whereas the efficient engine , which
may be on the spot a few minutes later , derives no pecuniary
advantage .
Sometimes a parish engine may be seen running express to a fire,
at the rate of about a mile and a half an hour , pulled and pushed
by half a dozen worn-out old fellows from the workhouse, and in
such an efficient state when brought to the fire that it cannot be
put to work ! This has actually happened .
In another instance a woman was found to be ‘ manager ’ of two
parish engines. Her husband , it seems, had been sexton and parish
engineer , and when he died the parish authorities , not knowing
what to do with the widow, appointed her as engineer .
Lest this should be thought imaginary , the following copy of a
letter sent by her to the late superintendent of the London Fire
Engine Establishment , when she found the engines getting out of
order , will show it to be a fact :
‘ E . A. Smith respect to Mr . Braidwood, and will feel obliged if
he will permit one of his men to look at the engines belonging to
St. Michael Royal and St. Martin Yin try for her . The church
having undergone a thorough repair and they are very dirty .
‘ I remain your humble Servant ,
‘ E . A. Smith .
‘ Sej>t. 16, 1843.’

A writer in the ‘ Quarterly Review ’ for Dec. 1854 relates that
Mrs. Smith ‘ might be seen at conflagrations, hurrying about in her
pattens , directing the firemen of the engine.’ In continuation he
observes, ‘ We question, indeed , if at the present moment any of
the parish engines are much better officered than in the days of
widow Smith , except Hackney , Whitechapel , Islington , and perhaps
two or three others .’
Dickens , in his admirable sketches, gives a capital hit at the
way in which parish engines are taken to a fire and managed when
there . ‘ We never saw a parish engine at a regular fire but once.
It came up in gallant style —three miles and a half an hour at
least ; there was a plentiful supply of water , and it was first upon
the spot. Bang went the pumps , the people cheered , the beadle
perspired profusely, but it was unfortunately discovered, just as
they were going to put the fire out, that nobody understood the
D
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process by which the engine was filled with water , and that eighteen
boys and a man had exhausted themselves in pumping for twenty
minutes without producing the slightest effect.’
Mr. Baddeley , writing in 1838, remarked that ‘ scarcely a week
passes in the metropolis without the rehearsal of some such
absurdity , and it has been my lot to witness many scenes of this
description , even more abominably ridiculous than that which has
been so graphically depicted by Boz.’
He also, in the same letter , states that ‘ in one short street
(Lombard Street , City ) there are nine fire engines , and in the turn¬
ings out of it eight more, making in all seventeen within a few
square yards ; while there are many spots of at least three times the
extent , and containing ten times the amount of property , without a
single engine for their protection . Notwithstanding the proximity
of the above engines to the Royal Exchange at the late fire, one of
the smallest only was brought out, and that one, as a matter of
course, was not worked !’
At the disastrous conflagration at the Tower of London in 1841,
when such a large amount of property and valuable relics was
destroyed , the whole of the engines and fire extinguishing appa¬
ratus belonging to the Government were found to be in a most
wretched condition , and, in the words of the committee of inquiry
held upon the subject , ‘the arrangements in case of fire are im¬
perfect .’
The engines maintained by, or rather belonging to, the different
parishes about London , had so little classification or uniformity in
the fittings with which they were supplied , that on many occasions,
when several engines had been called together at a fire, it had
been found that the screw-threads in one engine ’s fittings were of a
totally different character to those in another of a similar size and
power ; and at one fire, in consequence of one engine being disabled
from the bursting of the hose, and the fittings supplied to the other
not being applicable to it, and the suction pipe of this other engine
not being in working order, it was proposed to interchange the
hose ; but this being impossible , the fire was left without a check,
to extend its ravages just as it pleased.
As to the ‘maintenance ,’ in an efficient condition and workingorder , of the engines and appliances for controlling fires by the va¬
rious parishes who possess them throughout the United Kingdom , it
is to be feared that those really as they ought to be would be found
exceedingly few indeed ; and until they get into the hands of some
parties properly imbued with the volunteer spirit , who will keep
everything in working order and ready for use at a moment ’s
notice , there can be little hope of seeing the provisions for control¬
ling and extinguishing fires in the condition they ought to be.
At a late fire in the neighbourhood of London , an engine which
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was always ‘supposed ’ and reported to be ready to run out at a
moment ’s notice, was taken to a fire, and when put in place to get
to work, was found to have no hose in the hose-box ! Consequently
it could not be got to work ! This, out of many instances of a
similar character , and some of quite recent occurrence , will be
sufficient to show that , under a proper system of volunteering , a
different spirit would pervade the whole, and these detestable and
disgraceful occurrences be thereby avoided.
As a general rule , and with very few exceptions, it will be found
that the parish engines and fire appliances throughout the United
Kingdom , no less than in London , are in a deplorable state of
inefficiency, as much from decay or deterioration from lying by
as from inability to employ them when out , it being rarely the
case that anyone knows anything about putting the engines, &c.,
in working order. How often will it not be found that the ladders ,
&c., are rotten and unsafe , fire escapes used as convenient roosting places by poultry , in a terrible state of dirt , dilapidation , dis¬
arrangement , and filth , and "with the engines stowed away in some
almost inaccessible corner , that when wanted keys are not to be
found, hose are deficient, engines under —or more probably out of
—repair , and, in fact, the most indisputable evidence given of the
truth of these remarks ! Some time since the author was in a large
town, not a hundred miles from London , in which everything is
‘supposed ’ to be in 4a high state of efficiency,’ where he found
nearly such a state of things as is above alluded to. On asking for
the party in charge of the fire appliances , he was found in a ‘public ’
close by, in a state betokening a close attention and application to
the study of another ‘ics ’ than ‘ hydraulics ; ’ and , whilst showing
the appliances and the place where they were kept , was most
impressive in his information of what was ‘ going to be done ;’ but ,
taking things as they were, an involuntary shudder arose at the
thoughts of what would happen if a fire then broke out, it being
very dry and a strong wind blowing.
On another occasion a fire occurred , and this , too, not six months
ago, in a town not seven miles from London , and the parish engine
was run out , but no water could be thrown ! At last a friend of
the author was passing by, and, stopping to see what the matter
was, found that the delivery hose had been screwed on to the
suction, and the suction had taken the place of the deliver}', the
necessary consequence of which enlightened proceeding was that
the water could not be drawn in by the engine , and therefore none
could be thrown on the fire, which accordingly went ahead at its
leisure . Numberless instances of a similar character to those just
quoted might be given, but tliey would occupy too much room,
and be, moreover , a simple repetition . These cases may be taken
as ample proof of the necessity of a radical change in the present
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‘ system ’ of letting things take their chance, and as showing that
the volunteer principle would inaugurate a change for the better ;
for under their management there would be that efficient state of
things and proper esprit du corps so eminently calculated to stand
in good stead in the hour of need .
The author is indebted to the kindness of a friend , who has long
devoted his time and talents to the furthering of the system of
Volunteer Firemen , for the following notes on the ‘Bridewell
Brigade ,’ as it would now be called ; and he states that his father
has often related to him the smart and efficient manner in which
they controlled and extinguished fires, frequently under his own
observation :—
‘ At the commencement of the present century , when the City
of London was inhabited , merchant princes being found among its
residents , and suburbs of any consequence being almost unknown ,
the inhabitants of London depended for protection from the ravages
of fire upon the parish engines provided by the Building Act, and
those of the principal insurance companies.
‘ In addition to these , however, there was a little fire brigade of
great celebrity at that time , which was a volunteer corps, and was
known as the “ Bridewell Boys.” They consisted of young men
whose exuberance of animal spirits had led them into peccadilloes
for which a short residence in Bridewell was thought to be a whole¬
some remedy . They were for the most part lads who had been
unruly as apprentices , or had been adding to the number of the
king ’s subjects in an irregular manner , or in some other way
violating the rules of decorum . None had been guilty of felony,
and very few even of petty larceny . As prisoners they were allowed
great latitude , and in case of fire a certain number were permitted
to go out with the Bridewell fire engine .
‘ Clustering like bees to the tow-ropes, they started off with a
hallooing and shouting which was sufficient warning to clear a way
before them , while the cheering of the populace encouraged them
upon their errand of mercy. Arrived at the scene of danger , they
went to work with a will and an energy found only in volunteers ,
and contrasting strikingly with the not less zealous, but more
methodical proceedings of their rivals . But the “ Bridewell Boys ”
have grown up into men and disappeared from the scene, and even
Bridewell itself is now no more .’
From the Report of the Select Committee of the House of Com¬
mons on Fires in the Metropolis , published in 1862, are gathered
some very interesting particulars relating to the efficiency of the
parish engines in London , and also on various points relating to
fires generally .
Sir Richard Mayne says the parish engines ‘ are mostly at
churches and workhouses, under the charge of beadles or private
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persons, who are paid a trifling sum by the parochial authorities .
. At great fires they are quite inefficient, and at trifling fires they
are not wanted . There are ninety -eight parishes in the city of
London , which are bound by the old law to keep two engines in each
parish ; if they do it, it is no doubt done in an ineffectual manner .’
In the year 1859 there were thirty salaries paid to engineers for
keeping the engines of the London parishes : that is to say, there
were thirty engineers paid by thirty parishes ; some were engine
men, some engine women, others engine children , as the case
might be ; they are called parochial engineers , but in a great
many cases they are parochial old women or schoolboys who
happen to run up with their little engines.
Of the engines for which engine -keepers and small rents are
paid , one is said to be bricked up behind a blacksmith ’s shop ;
and if a fire happened , part of a wall of the house would have to
be pulled down to get the engine out ; and a man is paid for
looking at it occasionally ! possibly with the intention of seeing
that it does not run away of its own accord !
He also remarked that ‘more than half of the parishes in and
about London did not keep any engine . There are some which
keep more than one, and in the case of a great many of those
which have engines the engines are wholly ineffective, and I
believe that in no parish is any provision made for the working of
an engine, or for the skilful application of an engine .’ He also
stated that he had heard of cases in which the parish engine had
been refused permission to run out to a fire ‘ because it was not in
the parish !’
He stated further that in 104 parishes within the operation of
the Act of 14 Geo. III ., no engines were kept ; in 106 parishes
engines are kept ; altogether 147 engines.
The parishes of Hackney , Marylebone , Islington , and others,
altogether make up 16 efficient engines, and 10 good and efficient
' men to superintend them .
Another witness, Mr. F . Nash , says, ‘ I do not think that the
parish engines are of any use whatever , or very trifling indeed . I
saw that at the Tooley Street fire. The parish engine is more like a
squirt , and the hose was spilling water out long before it got to
the nozzle. My opinion of the parish engines is that they ought
to be knocked on the head . I think that they are more frequently
hurried to a fire for the purpose of the reward to the first engine
that arrives, without any reference to their usefulness .’
Mr. T. Walker says, ‘ Having resided in Tooley Street for thirty
years and more, I have been an eye-witness of those terrible con¬
flagrations which we have had, and I have seen the effect of
engines and water upon them . With that experience , I feel that
the parochial engines are perfectly worthless, and that the brigade
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engines are also insufficient in size and power to cope with any
fire of the descriptions we have had, when that fire has got any¬
thing like headway .’
It was admitted by every witness examined by the select com¬
mittee on fires, that the present scale of the staff, engines, and
stations is totally inadequate for the general protection of London
and its immediate vicinity from the danger of fire. This is
admitted even by the managers of the London Fire Engine
Establishment ; but as they consider it efficient for the protection
of that part of London where the largest amount of insured
property is located, they have no desire or intention to add to
their expense by placing stations in situations where , if a fire
occurs, it is not likely to cause such comparative injury to the
offices as if it occurred in the waterside warehouses or near the
city.
The Lord Mayor of London in 1862 (W. Cubitt ) was ‘ of
opinion that there ought to be a fire extinguishing force at least
four times as large as that which now exists.’
The superintendent of the Manchester Fire Brigade said that if
the Manchester system was carried out in London they ‘ would
want a permanent force, and a very much increased force ; we
have 80 men and 13 engines in Manchester and Salford com¬
bined : if London had a pro rata amount , ,she would require 500
men , and something like 70 or 80 engines .’

CHAPTER IY .
MEANS FOR SUBDUING FIRES.

From

the earliest

ages water has been looked on as the great

means provided by nature to act as the antagonist to fire, and its
use for extinguishing it is as ancient . Throwing water from
buckets and other vessels on burning buildings , to extinguish the
fire, is most ancient , but improvements in the method of applying
and thereby rendering it more efficient are the only beneficial
increase its powers of overcoming fire have received at the hands
of either ancients or moderns .
Attempts have, it is true , been made at various times to increase
the efficiency of water when used in extinguishing fire, by mixing or
dissolving some chemical substance or other with it ; but however
well such a proceeding may have turned out when tried on a small
scale as an experiment , say for example in the laboratory of a

