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hundred and sixty six, section forty four of an Act passed in the
session holden in the third and fourth years of the reign of King
William the Fourth , chapter ninety , shall be repealed so far as
respects any parish or place within the limits of the metropolis as
defined by this Act : Provided that the repeal of the said section
shall not affect the power of the churchwardens and overseers of
any parish or place to contribute to the funds of any society that
at the time of the passing of this Act maintains fire escapes in
such parish or place, unless and until the Board purchases the
property of such society, or otherwise provides fire escapes in such
parish or place.

CHAPTER XIX.
PROPOSED METROPOLITAN SALVAGE CORPS.
The

following

is a scheme

for the formation

of a salvage

corps ,

which has been carefully digested and drawn up by Mr. L. M.
Becker,—whose knowledge of, and practical acquaintance with,
London fires is so well known,—and has been, in conjunction with
another gentleman , in the form of a proposal for the formation
of a metropolitan salvage corps, submitted to the fire insurance
companies , by Lewis M. Becker and Frean F ° Le Maitre , August
30th , 1865.
‘The passing of the Metropolitan Fire Brigade Act having
taken from the fire insurance companies all control over the
metropolitan fire brigade , to be reconstructed and placed next
January under the authority of the Metropolitan Board of Works,
the formation of an efficient salvage corps, to the foundation and
maintenance of which the fire insurance companies generally are
invited to contribute , has, as repeatedly affirmed by the sub
committee of the London Fire Engine Establishment , and con¬
templated by the Legislature , become to the insurance companies
an absolute necessity.
It will be at once perceived that the Metropolitan Fire Brigade
Act constitutes the brigade a public service, and nowise provides
for the representation of the insurance companies at fires, or for
the custody or protection of insured property . The extinction of
a fire effected, the premises in which it originated may be deserted
at discretion by the brigade (perhaps summoned to another con¬
flagration ), the insured owners or occupiers retaining or resuming
possession, to the possible detriment of the insurance companies.
E E
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While there are many praiseworthy institutions having for their
object the abridgment of the risk of human life, the growing
maritime and commercial interests of the metropolis obviously
require increased guarantees for at least an approximation to their
adequate protection .'
Clause 29 of the Metropolitan Fire Brigade Act, indeed , specially
recognises the principle of an arrangement which shall distinguish
the primary duty of the fire extinction service, as involving public
safety, from the subsequent function of a force which shall afford
protection to very valuable , though it may be private , property ;
and there need be no apprehension of antagonistic sentiment in
the performance of the duties of these two services—for, while the
fire brigade will be responsible to the Board of -Works, and the
salvage corps will be amenable to the fire insurance companies
collectively, the identity of aims actuating the two bodies will
secure harmonious cooperation . The salvage corps will really
continue the duty of the fire brigade .
In relation more especially to the classes of ' doubtful ’ con¬
flagrations , the expediency of the formation of a salvage corps is
manifest . In certain assumed circumstances , the performance of
more or less delicate duties will devolve on the attendant . During
the process of extinguishing a fire, the salvage officer will have
been a not unobservant spectator ; but , the property surrendered
to the custody of the salvage guardian , he will hold a mental
inquisition on everything that may pass before him . Thus , it is
highly probable that he will become the depository of information
of a different complexion to that which possibly may have been
floated by an individual interested in the suppression of the facts.
The mere existence of such a system, it is presumable , will tend
to the suppression of fraudulent desires, and practically bring the
risks incurred by the insurance companies within the category of
casualties . We refrain from troubling you with a more particular
exposition of the increased requirements of the metropolis to pro¬
tection from fire. The most recent scheme formulated by the
superintendent of the London Fire Engine Establishment com¬
prehends eighty nine fire engine stations , of which number twenty
one are large , commanding , and prominently situate .
We proceed to sketch the proposal we desire to submit to your
consideration for the formation of a salvage corps based upon that
arrangement . We suggest , with a view to economy, that the corps
we would create be divided into two sections-—the one a permanent ,
and the other an occasional, force. The first section to consist of
a superintendent and a secretary , and twenty four officers and
men , to be thus distributed :—there shall be on duty at each of the
two metropolitan fire brigade chief stations (Westminster and the
City) two men, and at each of the other important stations one man .

PROPOSED METROPOLITAN SALVAGE CORPS.

419

As it not unfrequently happens that the combustion of a salvage
is renewed, we propose that every salvage station shall be provided
with hand pumps of competent power, which it shall he the duty

of the attendant to convey to the scene of a fire. It shall be his
duty also to overhaul , at the earliest practicable moment , with a view
to prevent unnecessary depreciation , the salvage in charge , by which
the danger of re-ignition will be greatly diminished . The oppor¬
tunity thus afforded of a more particular acquaintance with the
character of the salvage will practically present an obstacle to
removal or robbery —a security especially applicable to property
insured in general terms .
Every salvage man shall be authorised to attend with the fire
brigade any fire which to him may appear to require his presence ;
and the obvious duty of any one of the salvage officers attending a
fire shall be, as indicated by the 29th clause of the Act, to demand
or receive, on behalf of the subscribing fire insurance companies
collectively, charge and custody of the burned or burning premises,
their contents , or other insured property wheresoever ; he will
report to the secretary of the salvage corps, who will communicate
with promptitude all particulars to the office or offices interested .
When an engine be summoned from a station not provided with
a salvage man , the fire brigade shall communicate with the nearest
salvage corps station , for which purpose facility shall be afforded
by means of a simple but efficient telegraphic system, designed
exclusively for both services, by which all unnecessary delay will
be avoided. The salvage man present at a fire shall be authorised
to procure , at his discretion , such an amount of assistance as will
enable him to secure property in danger of damage by fire or
water .
The second section will be really a reserve, and will consist of a
body selected from a class of more or less responsible persons, who
may be called on salvage duty , as emergency may arise, and whose
attendance shall be dispensed with as soon as the particular service
shall determine . The estimate assumes the same rate of pay for
the men of either section ; thus , not alone will jealousy be averted ,
but the members of the second section will the more certainly ,
during their initiation , emulate the efficiency of the veteran class.
It is proposed to require every officer and man comprised in the
salvage corps to effect a guarantee for his honesty .
Considerable advantage would accrue from the occupation of
warehouses on either side of the river , wherein salvage property
could be stored , dried when necessary, and prepared for sale, thus
obviating the present depreciatory practice of allowing merchandise
and goods to remain in partially destroyed buildings , and avoiding
the necessity of a salvage man continuing in charge .
The following is a proximate estimate of the cost of the organisaE E
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tion proposed .- The scheme can, however, be expanded or con¬
tracted , as maybe deemed desirable . The future annual payments
for the maintenance of a salvage corps, if formed, are, as provided
by clause 13 of the Fire Brigade Act, to be based on the return of
contributions by the fire insurance companies to the Metropolitan
Board of Works .
First Section.
£

Salaries

s. d.

.

300 0
1 Superintendent , per annum
250 0
1 Secretary , per annum
.
Wages
20 Men, at 30s . per week .
1,560 0
353 12
4 Officers, at 34s. per week .
.
.
.
Clothing . 24 Men, at 4A each .
96 0
.
.
.
.
Appliances Hand pumps , buckets , &c., wear and tear , per
annum
.
.
.
.
.
.
20 0
Contribution to M. F . B. for Telegraphic Com¬
80 0
munication per annum
Eent
Lodgings of 24 men, at M. F . B’s. 22 Stations ,
312 0
at 5s. per week each .
80 0
City Office, per annum
.
.
.
.
250 0
Occasional Wages to be paid to Second Section .
Total .
.
.
.
£ 3,301 12

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Should these suggestions for the organisation of a salvage corps
be adopted by the fire insurance companies , and sanctioned by the
Board of Works , the control of the corps might , if desired , be
assumed either by a committee of the companies , or authority be
by them delegated to a select number of the assessors of losses.
Lewis
Fiiean

M . Beckeb ,
F c Le Maitre

.

August 30 th, 1865.’

There can be little doubt of the importance and desirability of
an establishment of this description , or of the advantages which
would accrue therefrom . It is no reason that because property is
insured and gets damaged by fire, it should therefore be allowed to
sustain further damage from neglect and want of immediate atten¬
tion to its removal . Such an establishment would confer benefits
of the greatest importance ; and there can be no reason why its
beneficial effects should not be extended to uninsured salvage.
Some of the fire brigades in Great Britain have a certain portion
of their staff told off to pay special attention to salvage, and to
assist in or superintend the removal of endangered or injured
goods at each fire ; and , so far as can be ascertained , the most
satisfactory results have attended this course. It is to be hoped
that something of the kind may be instituted in London , and that
all may alike be partakers of its benefits, whilst the system should
be followed by all brigades , more especially in those on the volun-
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teer principle , because, from the greater facilities possessed by
them in enrolling a numerous and powerful staff, such an organisa¬
tion could hardly fail to be easily carried out.

CHAPTER XX .
THE

The

ROYAL SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION

proposal

to establish

a society

and

OP LIFE

staff

FROM FIRE .

of men trained

to

devote their best exertions to preserving life when endangered by
fire, seems to have been originated by Mr. John Hudson of Cheapside, London , who, in 1827 and 1828, projected what he termed
the Fire Escape Society. Prior to this period there were fire
ladders kept by the different parishes to be used for this purpose ,
but being almost always in the hands of inexperienced persons, not
trained in any way to their use, and being moreover, under the
excitement which attended the - occasions their services were
required , unable to know how to act for the best, the advantages
to be derived from these ladders were sadly circumscribed . In
addition to this , it so frequently happened that when wanted these
ladders were found locked fast to the walls, and the key lost or not
to be got at, that the inutility and absurdity of such a want of
system was so strikingly shown thereby , and most convincing
and satisfactory proof was afforded of the benefits to be secured by
establishing and maintaining such a society as was proposed. A
full description of the plan of operation proposed by Mr. Hudson
was given by him in the volume for 1828 of the ‘Mechanic ’s
Magazine ,’ in which year the society was established .
The present Royal Society for the Protection of Life from Fire
was established in 1836 ; but its objects were not fully developed,
nor its operations carried to any extent until the year 1843, when
the necessity for such an institution became so evident , that at a
public meeting convened for this purpose the society was re¬
organised ; and from that time its course has been progressive and
most successful, giving constant evidence of usefulness by the
decrease of fatal fires in those districts where its stations have
been established .
The society provides and maintains a well organised system and
means for securing the escape of endangered persons from houses
or other buildings on fire in the metropolis . The energies of the
men are directed solely to the getting those persons who may be
in an ignited building out of their peril as quickly as possible, and
right well have they discharged these duties on all occasions.

