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are to arrange and superintend the proceedings for extinguishing
fires ; and a chief engineer , who superintends the construction ,
maintenance , and repairs of the steamers , and sees that the work¬
ing of them is entrusted to men properly qualified for the work,
and who fully understand their duties .
The employment of the electric telegraph between the fire engine
stations in London , so as to secure the quickest information respect¬
ing the breaking out of a fire being circulated throughout them ,
and also to enable further assistance from other stations , if required
at a fire, to be easily obtained , was suggested by Mr. Alexander
Bain , the well known electrician , about 1840.
In the year 1847, a Mr. H. Irvin wrote to the ‘ Mechanic ’s
Magazine ,’ proposing that the electric telegraph should be used
between the stations of the London Fire Engine Establishment to
give immediate notice of fire, and this plan has lately ( 1864) been
partially carried out .
The employment of wire ropes to keep back the crowd which
always assemble at a fire, so as to give room for the firemen to
work, was introduced about 1857 by Lieut . Col. Stephen English ,
who was then superintendent of the Norwich Fire Brigade , and
now holds the above rank in the United States Army. His first
plan was to use ordinary hemp ropes, but finding that the crowd
did not hesitate to cut them , he adopted wire rope, which effectually
stopped this operation . These hemp or wire ropes are found very
useful in the London fires, and are always used in the city, being
adopted by the city police.

CHAPTER XVIII .
METROPOLITAN FIRE BRIGADE ACT.

ANNO

VICESIMO

OCTAVO & VICESI .MO NONO VICTORIA ]
REGINAS .
CAP . XC.

An Act for the Establishment of a Fire Brigade within the
[5th July 1865.]
Metropolis .
Whereas

it

is expedient

to

make

further

provision

for the

protection of life and property from fire within the metropolis : be
it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty , by and with the
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advice and consent of the lords spiritual and temporal , and com¬
mons, in this present Parliament assembled , and by the authority
of the same, as follows :
Preliminary .
1. This Act may be cited for all purposes as ‘ The Metropolitan
Fire Brigade Act, 1865.’
2. For the purposes of this Act the ‘ Metropolis ’ shall mean the
city of London and all other parishes and places for the time
being within the jurisdiction of the Metropolitan Board of Works :
‘ Insurance Company ’ shall include any persons corporate or
unincorporate , or any person carrying on the business of fire
insurance .
3. The expression ‘ Metropolis Local Management Acts ’ shall
mean the Acts following ; that is to say, ‘ The Metropolis Manage¬
ment Act, 1855,’ ‘ The Metropolis Management Amendment
Act, 1856,’ and ‘ The Metropolis Management Amendment Act,
1862.’
Establishment and Duties of Fire Brigade .
4. On and after the first day of January , one thousand eight
hundred and sixty six, the duty of extinguishing fires and
protecting life and property in case of fire shall within the
metropolis be deemed for the purposes of this Act to be intrusted
to the Metropolitan Board of Works ; and with a view to the
performance of that duty it shall be lawful for them to provide
and maintain an efficient force of firemen, and to furnish them
with all such fire engines, horses, accoutrements , tools, and
implements as may be necessary for the complete equipment of
the force, or conducive to the efficient performance of their duties .
5. The said Board , hereinafter referred to as the Board , may
take on lease, purchase , or otherwise acquire stations for engines ,
stables , houses for firemen, and such other houses, buildings , or
land as they may think requisite for carrying into effect the pur¬
poses of this Act, and may from time to time sell any property
acquired by or vested in them for the purposes of this Act.
The Board may also contract with any company or persons
authorised to establish the same for the establishment of tele¬
graphic communication between the several stations in which their
fire engines or firemen are placed, and between any of such
stations and other parts of the metropolis .
6. On and after the first day of January , one thousand eight
hundred and sixty six, all stations , fire engines , fire escapes, plant ,
and other property belonging to or used by the fire engine
establishment of the insurance companies in the metropolis shall
vest in or be conveyed or assigned to the Board for all the estate
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and interest of the said companies therein , upon trust to be
applied by the Board to the purposes of this Act, but subject to all
legal liabilities and obligations attaching thereto , including the
payment of all pensions that have been granted to the members of
the said fire engine establishment , according to a list that has
been furnished to the chairman of the said Board by the chief
officer of the said fire engine establishment , and all trustees for
the same shall be indemnified against such liabilities and obliga¬
tions. The Board may also, if they think fit, purchase the
stations , fire engines, and plant belonging to any parish , place, oxbody of persons within their jurisdiction .
7. The force of firemen established under this Act, hereinafter
called the Metropolitan Fire Brigade , shall be under the command
of an officer, to be called the chief officer of the Metropolitan
Fire Brigade .
The chief officer and men composing the said fire brigade shall
be appointed and removed at the pleasure of the Board.
8. The Board shall pay such salaries as they think expedient to
the said fire brigade . They may also make such regulations as
they think fit with respect to the compensation to be made to
them in case of accident , or to their wives or families in case of
their death ; also with respect to the pensions or allowances to be
paid to them in case of retirement ; also with respect to the
gratuities to be paid to persons giving notices of fires ; also with
respect to gratuities by way of a gross sum or annual payment to
be from time to time awarded to any member of the said force, or
to any other person, for extraordinary services performed in cases
of fire ; also with respect to gratuities to turncocks belonging to
waterworks from which a supply of water is quickly derived .
9. The Board may by byelaws make regulations for the training ,
discipline , and good conduct of the men belonging to the said fire
brigade , for their speedy attendance with engines, fire escapes,
and all necessary implements on the occasion of any alarm of fire,
and generally for the maintenance in a due state of efficiency of
the said brigade , and may annex to any breach of such regulations
penalties not exceeding in amount forty shillings, but no byelaw
under this section shall be of any validity unless it is made and
confirmed in manner directed by the Metropolis Local Manage¬
ment Acts ; and all the provisions of the said Acts relating to bye¬
laws shall, with the necessary variations , apply to any byelaws made
in pursuance of this Act.
10. The vestry of any parish or place in the metropolis may
allow such compensation as they think just to any engine keeper
or other person employed in the service of fire engines who has
hitherto been paid out of any rate raiseable in such parish or
place, and who is deprived of his employment by or in consequence
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of the passing of this Act, and any compensation so allowed shall
be paid out of the rate out of which the salary of the officer so
compensated was payable .
11. The Board may make such arrangements as they think fit
as to establishing fire escapes throughout the metropolis . They
may for that purpose contribute to the funds of the Royal Society
for the Protection of Life from Fire , or of any existing society
that provides fire escapes, or may purchase or take by agreement
the property of any existing society in their stations and fire es¬
capes, and generally may maintain such fire escapes and do such
things as they think expedient towards aiding persons to escape
from fire ; and any expenses incurred by them in pursuance of
this section shall be deemed to be expenses incurred in carrying
into effect this Act.
12. On the occasion of a fire the chief or other officer in charge
of the fire brigade may, in his discretion , take the command of
any volunteer fire brigade or other persons who voluntarily place
their services at his disposal, and may remove, or order any fire¬
man to remove, any persons who interfere by their presence with
the operations of the fire brigade , and generally he may take any
measures that appear expedient for the protection of life and pro¬
perty , with power by himself or his men to break into or through ,
or take possession of, or pull down any premises for the purpose
of putting an end to a fire, doing as little damage as possible ; he
may also on any such occasion cause the water to be shut off from
the mains and pipes of any district , in order to give a greater
supply and pressure of water in the district in which the fire has
occurred ; and no water company shall be liable to any penalty or
claim by reason of any interruption of the supply of water occa¬
sioned only by compliance with the provisions of this section.
All police constables shall be authorised to aid the fire brigade
in the execution of their duties . They may close any street in or
near which a fire is burning , and they may of their own motion ,
or on the request of the chief or other officer of the fire brigade ,
remove any persons who interfere by their presence with the
operations of the fire brigade .
Any damage occasioned by the fire brigade in the due execution
of their duties shall be deemed to be damage by fire within the
meaning of any policy of insurance against fire.
Expenses.
/

13. Every insurance company that insures from fire any pro¬
perty in the metropolis shall pay annually to the Metropolitan
Board of Works , by way of contribution toward the expenses of
carrying this Act into effect, a sum after the rate of thirty five
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pounds in the one million pounds on the gross amounts insured by
it , except by way of reassurance , in respect of property in the
metropolis for a year, and at a like rate for any fractional part of
a million , and for any fractional part of a year as well as for any
number of years for which the insurance may he made , renewed,
or continued .
The said payments by insurance companies shall he made quar¬
terly in advance, on the first of January , first of April, first of July ,
and first of October in every year ; the first of such payments to
be made on the first of January , one thousand eight hundred and
sixty six, and such first payment and the other payments for the
year one thousand eight hundred and sixty six to be based upon
the amounts insured by the several companies in respect of pro¬
perty in the metropolis in the year ending the twenty fourth of
December , one thousand eight hundred and sixty four : Provided
that any insurance company which at the time of the passing of
this Act contributes to the expenses of the said fire engine estab¬
lishment may, in respect of all payments to be made by it in the
years one thousand eight hundred and sixty six and one thousand
eight hundred and sixty seven, but not afterwards , contribute after
the yearly rate of thirty five pounds in one million pounds of the
business in respect of which it contributes to the said fire engine
establishment for the present year , according to a return which has
been furnished to the chairman of the said Metropolitan Board ,
instead of in the manner in this Act provided .
14. All contributions due from an insurance company to the
Board in pursuance of this Act, shall be deemed to be specialty
debts due from the company to the Board , and be recovered
accordingly .
15. For the purpose of ascertaining the amount to be contri¬
buted by every such insurance company as aforesaid, every
insurance company insuring property from fire in the metropolis
shall , on the thirtieth day of December, one thousand eight
hundred and sixty five, with respect to the amounts insured in the '
year one thousand eight hundred and sixty four, and on the first of
June , one thousand eight hundred and sixty six, and on every
succeeding first of June , or on such other days as the Metropolitan
Board of Works may appoint , make a return to the said Board, in
such form as they may require , of the gross amount insured by it
in respect of property in the metropolis .
There shall be annexed to the return so made a declaration
made by the secretary or other officer performing the duties of
secretary of the company by whom it is made , stating that he has
examined the return with the books of the company, and that to
the best of his knowledge , information , and belief, it contains a
true and faithful account of the gross amount of the sums insured
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by the company to which he belongs in respect of property in the
metropolis .
The return made in the June of one year shall not come into
effect till the first of January of the succeeding year , and shall be
the basis of the contributions for that year .
16. If any insurance company makes default in making such
returns to the Board as are required by this Act , it shall be liable
to a penalty not exceeding five pounds for every day during which
it is so in default .
17. The secretary or other officer having the custody of the books
and papers of any insurance company that is required to pay a con¬
tribution to the Board, in pursuance of this Act, shall allow any
officer appointed b}^the Board to inspect , during the hours of busi¬
ness, any books and papers that will enable him to ascertain the
amount of property insured by such company in the metropolis ,
and the amount for which it is insured , and to make extracts from
such books or papers ; and any secretary or other such officer as
aforesaid of a company failing to comply with the requisitions of
this section in respect of such inspections and extracts shall be
liable on summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding five pounds
for each offence.
18. The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury shall pay or *
cause to be paid to the Board, by way of contribution to the
expenses of maintaining the fire brigade , such sums as Parliament
may from time to time grant for that purpose , not exceeding in
any one year the sum of ten thousand pounds .
19. For the purpose of defraying all expenses that may be
incurred by the Board in carrying into effect this Act which are not
otherwise provided for, the Board may from time to time issue
their precepts to the overseers of the poor of every parish or place
within the metropolis , requiring the overseers to pay over the
amount mentioned in the precepts to the treasurer of the Board, or
into a bank to be named in the precepts , within forty days from
the delivery of the precept .
The overseers shall comply with the requisitions of any such
precept by paying the sums mentioned out of any monies in their
hands applicable to the relief of the poor, or by levying the
amount required as part of the rate for the relief of the poor ; but
no contribution required to be paid by any parish or place under
this section shall exceed in the whole in any one year the rate of
one halfpenny in the pound on the full and fair annual value of
property rateable to the relief of the poor within the said parish
or place, such full and fair annual value to be computed in all
parts of the metropolis , exclusive of the city of London , according
to the last valuation for the time being acted on in assessing the
county rate , or, where there is no county rate , according to a like
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estimate or basis ; and no liberty , precinct , or place shall be
exempt from the rate leviable for the purposes of this Act by
reason of its being extra parochial or otherwise ; and in default of
proper officers in any liberty , precinct , or place to assess or levy
the said rate , the Board may appoint such officers, and add the
amount of any expenses so incurred to the amount to be raised by
the next succeeding rate in such liberty , precinct , or place.
Overseers shall, for the purposes of levying any amount required
to be levied by them under this Act, have the same powers and be
subject to the same obligations as in levying a rate for the relief
of the poor.
The word ‘ Overseers ’ shall include any persons or bodies of
persons authorised or required to make and collect or cause to be
collected rates applicable to the relief of the poor ; and such
persons or bodies shall pay to the Board the amount so mentioned
in the precept out of the said rates .
20. In case the amount ordered by any such precept as aforesaid
to be paid by the overseers of any parish or place be not paid in
manner directed by such precept and within the time therein
the
of
justice
any
for
lawful
be
shall
it
,
specified for that purpose
peace, upon the complaint by the Board or by any person autho¬
rised by the Board, to issue his warrant for levying the amount or
so much thereof as may be in arrear by distress and sale of the
of
goods of all or any of the said overseers, and in case the goods
arrears
the
same,
the
pay
to
sufficient
not
be
all the overseers
thereof shall be added to the amount of the next levy, which is
directed to be made in such parish or place for the purposes of this
Act, and shall be collected by the like methods .
21. The Board may, with the consent of the Commissioners of
Her Majesty ’s Treasury , borrow any sum not exceeding forty
;
thousand pounds , and apply the same for the purposes of this Act
Management
Local
Metropolis
the
and all powers contained in
Acts authorising the Board to borrow money, or any commissioners
or persons to lend money to the Board, and all other provisions
as to the mode of borrowing , the repayment of principal or
interest , or in anywise relating to borrowing by the Board, shall
be deemed to apply and to extend to this Act in the same manner
as if the monies borrowed in pursuance of this Act were monies
borrowed for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the
Metropolis Local Management Acts, or one or more of those Acts.
The Board shall apply the monies received by them under this Act
in liquidation of the principal and interest of the monies so
borrowed , but no creditor shall be concerned to see to such appli¬
cation, or be liable for any misapplication of the monies received
or borrowed by the Board in pursuance of this Act.
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22. Where any chief officer, or other person who has been
employed by the Board in any capacity under this Act, and has
been discharged therefrom , continues to occupy any house or
building that may be provided for his use, or any part thereof ,
after one week’s notice in writing from the Board to deliver up
possession thereof , it shall be lawful for any police magistrate , on
the oath of one witness, stating such notice to have been given , by
warrant under his hand , to order any constable to enter into the
house or building occupied by such discharged chief officer or
other person as aforesaid, and to remove him and his family and
servants therefrom , and afterwards to deliver the possession thereof
to the Board, as effectually, to all intents and purposes, as the
sheriff having jurisdiction within the place where such house or
building is situate might lawfully do by virtue of a writ of
possession or a judgment at law.
23. If the chimney of any house or other building within the
metropolis is on fire, the occupier of such house or building shall
be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty shillings ; but if such
occupier proves that he has incurred such penalty by reason of the
neglect or wilful default of any other person, he may recover
summarily from such person the whole or any part of the penalty
he may have incurred as occupier.
24. All penalties imposed by this Act , or by any byelaw made in
pursuance thereof , and all expenses and other sums due to the
Board in pursuance of this Act, in respect of which no mode of
recovery is prescribed , may be recovered summarily before two
justices in manner directed by the Act of the session holden in the
eleventh and twelfth years of the reign of Her present Majesty ,
chapter forty three , or any act amending the same, and when so
recovered shall be paid to the treasurer of the Board , notwith¬
standing any police Act or other Act of Parliament directing a
different appropriation of such monies.
25. Any dispute or other matter which is by this act directed to be
determined summarily by two justices shall be deemed to be a matter
in respect of which a complaint is made upon which they have au¬
thority by law to make an order for payment of money within the
meaning of the said Act of the session holden in the eleventh and
twelfth years of the reign of Her present Majesty , chapter forty
three , or any Act amending the same.
26. Any act , power, or jurisdiction hereby authorised to be
done or exercised by two justices may be done or exercised by the
following magistrates within their respective jurisdictions ; that is
to say, by any metropolitan police magistrate sitting alone at a
police court or other appointed place, or by the Lord Mayor of the
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City of London , or any alderman of the said city, sitting alone or
with others at the Mansion House or Guildhall .
27. The accounts of the Board in respect of expenses incurred
by them under this Act shall be audited in the same manner as if
they were expenses incurred under the said Metropolis Local Ma¬
nagement Acts, and the Board shall in each year make a report to
one of Her Majesty ’s principal Secretaries of State of all acts done
and expenditure incurred by them in pursuance of this Act , and
that report shall be laid before Parliament within one month after
the commencement of the session.
28- The Board may delegate any powers conferred on them by
this Act to a committee of their body ; and such committee shall, to
the extent to which such powers are delegated , be deemed to be
the Board, within the meaning of this Act.
29. If the companies insuring property within the metropolis ,
or any such number of them as may in the opinion of the said
Board be sufficient, establish a force of men charged with the duty
of attending at fires and saving insured property , it shall be the
duty of the fire brigade , with the sanction of the Board, and sub¬
ject to any regulations that may be made by the Board, to afford
the necessary assistance to that force in the performance of their
duties , and, upon the application of any officer of that force, to
hand over to their custody property that may be saved from fire ;
and no charge shall be made by the said Board for the services thus
rendered by the fire brigade .
30. It shall be lawful for the Board, when occasion requires , to
permit any part of the fire brigade establishment , with their en¬
gines, escapes, and other implements , to proceed beyond the limits
of the metropolis for the purpose of extinguishing fires. In such
case the owner and occupier of the property where the fire has
occurred shall be jointly and severally liable to defray all the ex¬
penses that may be incurred by the fire brigade in attending the
fire, and shall pay to the Board a reasonable charge for the attend¬
ance of the fire brigade , and the use of their engines, escapes, and
other implements . In case of difference between the Board and the
owner and occupier of such property , or either of them , the amount
of the expenses, as well as the propriety of the fire brigade attending
such fire ( if the propriety thereof be disputed ), shall be summarily
determined by two justices . In default of payment , any expenses
under this section may be recovered by the Board in a summary
manner .
The Board may also permit any part of the fire brigade establish¬
ment to be employed on special services upon such terms of remu¬
neration as the said Board may think just .
31. The metropolitan fire brigade shall in the morning ,of each
day, with the exception of Sundays , send information , by' post or
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otherwise , to all the insurance offices contributing , for the purposes
of this Act , of all fires which have taken place within the metropolis

since the preceding return , in such form as may be agreed upon
between the Board and the said companies.
32. All the powers now exercised by any local body or officer
within the metropolis as respects fireplugs shall henceforth be exer¬
cised by the Board , and the Board shall be entitled to receive copies
or extracts of all plans kept by any water company under the pro¬
vision of the Act of the session of the fifteenth and sixteenth years
of Her Majesty , chapter eighty four ; and every such water company
shall provide at the expense of the Board in any mains or pipes
■
within the metropolis plugs for the supply of water in case of fire
at such places, of such dimensions , and in such form, as the Board
may require , and the fire brigade shall be at liberty to make use
thereof as they may deem necessary for the purpose of extinguishing
any fire ; and every such company shall deposit keys of all their fire¬
plugs at such places as may be appointed by the Board , and the
board may put up on any house or building a public notice in some
conspicuous place in each street in which a fireplug is situated ,
showing its situation .
33. ‘ Owner ’ in this Act shall mean the person for the time
being receiving the rackrent of the premises in connection with
which the word is used, either on his own account or as agent or
trustee for some other person , or who would receive the same if
the premises were let at rackrent .

Repeal.
34. On and after the first day of January , one thousand eight
hundred and sixty six, there shall be repealed so much as is
unrepealed of an Act passed in the fourteenth year of His late
Majesty King George the Third , chapter seventy eight , and in¬
tituled An Act for the further and better regulation of buildings
and party walls, and for the more effectually preventing mischief
by fire, within the cities of London and Westminster and the
liberties thereof , and other the parishes , precincts , and places
within the weekly bills of mortality , the parishes of St. Maryle bone, Paddington , St . Pancras , and St . Luke at Chelsea, in the
county of Middlesex , and for indemnifying , under certain condi¬
tions , builders and other persons against the penalties to which
they are or may be liable for erecting buildings within the limits
aforesaid contrary to law, with the exception of sections eighty
three and eighty six, which shall remain in full force, but such re¬
peal shall not affect any penalty or liability incurred under the
repealed sections.
35. On and after the first day of January , one thousand eight
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hundred and sixty six, section forty four of an Act passed in the
session holden in the third and fourth years of the reign of King
William the Fourth , chapter ninety , shall be repealed so far as
respects any parish or place within the limits of the metropolis as
defined by this Act : Provided that the repeal of the said section
shall not affect the power of the churchwardens and overseers of
any parish or place to contribute to the funds of any society that
at the time of the passing of this Act maintains fire escapes in
such parish or place, unless and until the Board purchases the
property of such society, or otherwise provides fire escapes in such
parish or place.

CHAPTER XIX.
PROPOSED METROPOLITAN SALVAGE CORPS.
The

following

is a scheme

for the formation

of a salvage

corps ,

which has been carefully digested and drawn up by Mr. L. M.
Becker,—whose knowledge of, and practical acquaintance with,
London fires is so well known,—and has been, in conjunction with
another gentleman , in the form of a proposal for the formation
of a metropolitan salvage corps, submitted to the fire insurance
companies , by Lewis M. Becker and Frean F ° Le Maitre , August
30th , 1865.
‘The passing of the Metropolitan Fire Brigade Act having
taken from the fire insurance companies all control over the
metropolitan fire brigade , to be reconstructed and placed next
January under the authority of the Metropolitan Board of Works,
the formation of an efficient salvage corps, to the foundation and
maintenance of which the fire insurance companies generally are
invited to contribute , has, as repeatedly affirmed by the sub
committee of the London Fire Engine Establishment , and con¬
templated by the Legislature , become to the insurance companies
an absolute necessity.
It will be at once perceived that the Metropolitan Fire Brigade
Act constitutes the brigade a public service, and nowise provides
for the representation of the insurance companies at fires, or for
the custody or protection of insured property . The extinction of
a fire effected, the premises in which it originated may be deserted
at discretion by the brigade (perhaps summoned to another con¬
flagration ), the insured owners or occupiers retaining or resuming
possession, to the possible detriment of the insurance companies.
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