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NHE former volume of this Work, containing the Hiflory of
Foffils, bas fallen under the cenfure of fome people, who bave bad
_ lefs acquaintance with the learmned languages, than [feems nece/~
Jary to the reading on any of the improved Sciences, on accouns of the
zany new generical terms contained in it, and Sformed our of the Greel :
others have alfo objected to it, as too mmuch our of the wfual manner of
writing on the [ubjelt; too unlibe all the other treatifes on the mineral

or foffile /}z';'zgdam.

I could wifh to make a work of this kind of general ufe, and to obyi-
atey as much -as poffible, even injudicious or unfair objections. Whar T
bave to plead, in Jftification of the former volume, is fhort : That all
new [yflems muft have the affiffance of new words 5 that not only reafon,
but cuflom, time immemorial, has ¢ftablifbed it as a low, that thefe are to
be derived from the Greek 5 and that no author had written what could

. be called a Hiffory of Foffils before.

- In regard to the fubjett of this w[zzmg; i 75 much otherwife : Botany
bas been, in a great meafure, reduced into a Sylem already by Lin-
neus ; and gemerical names are effablifbed, in the greater part of it, ex-
preffrve of the neceflary diffinétions.  In the diftributions and charaiors
of what are called the imperfect plants, Linnzus, and indeed al] wh,
have written on the fubjedt, appear to me f0 be greatly defeftive : >
of this Wark, therefore, as regards thefe, will, T am afraid, be liable 1o the
Jame objetions with the former volumess but in all e 7eff 1 have every-
where retained the already effablifbed names y I have kept up to the ar-
rangement of the plants in the Linnean Sftern, the author of which de-
Jerves infinite praife ; and have preferved bis claffical as well as Jis ge-
nerical names, bis claffical charatters, and, Jo far as nature warrans; it
have kept up to even bis very terms in the generical diftintions. I have 4.
‘ways, where it bas been poffible, examined the plants themfelves, in the time
of their flowering : where they bave agreed with bis characters, I have
never failed to adopt them 5 and, even fwée.re they have differed Jrom his
defcriptions, I have given_ the account, in terms as ke bis own as
' 72 bt De.

[a] I




Vi T PREFACE

Where fome of his generical charalters have contraditted a part of the
claffical ones, I bave reconciled them s and, where fome new difcovered, or
before mot accurasely examined, fpecies bas deviated from a par: of the
eftablifbed diftinttion of the genus, 1 have made no feruple f)f making that
conform to nature. Of 2‘523 kind will be found all the variations made, irn
this Work, from that excellent Writer's method 5 for the reft, every one
who underflands bim, or any of the botanifls of repuration, who have
written fince the eftablifbment of his method, will meet with no difficuities
in this point.

This, however, regards only the more abfirufc and dry part of the
Fork: the defcriptions of p[am‘s, which are all the generality of the
world regards, have mever fallen in bis way.

Tke difficulty of comprifing a General Hiffory of Plants, in the compafs
of [0 finall a volume as this was engaged to be, muft have appeared very
oreat 1o every one, who is at all acquainted with the nature of the fub-
jeé? The method by which it bhas been executed is no other, than the
cantions avoiding of repetitions, and the necellary reduction of the fuppofed

number of _/pecz'es.

As to the fir)? articley the claffical and g‘emmmi charaéers of a plant
are always snderflood to make a part of the defeription of the fpecies; and
thefe are [o confiderable a part, that listle more is in 72@[1;‘} necellary to
be added to them, than the /i,ze of the plant, and of ir's feveral parts
the form of the leaves, and the colour of the Jflowers. A’fzer Succiné?
defcriptions of this kind, af three or four [pecies of each genus, and thofé -
as diftinét and different in their general form as could be chofen, the others
can bardg be miflaken on a bare 7@5:;‘[1[ of their names, which always con-
vey their jﬁrim;ga! or mre oévz'nm, diftinttions. I could have wifhed to
bave made the ,mmesg under which I have mentioned thefe legitimately
Specific ones, as bas been done in regard 20 thofe which are deferibed, and
where a joryion of another am‘/x)r is grven ; but, where one name only
could be given, it was necellary to give that by wfchJ the plant is now
known in our own fields or gardens.

The number of plants, as they fland in the geweml[{y of authors, is
not lefs than fixteen thoufond ; but this bas been, in great part, owirng
1o the common errvor of miflaking varieties for [pecies : I have, by fepa-
rating thefe, fo far as I could with any degree of certainty, reduced the

mber of known plants to little more than eleven thoufand ; and I am well
qﬁc;red, that future obfervation will yet very confiderably leflen that number.

I have fuppofed the reader lefs acquainted with botany at bis firft en-
tering on this work, and bave therefore been more large and exprefs, both
in the characlers and defcriptions of the fubje¥s 5 as he becomes miore ac-
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cuflomed to the terms, and familiarifed to the diftinctions of plants, he
will find the characlers more fuccinéty and the defcriptions fhorter.

The plates, though of a very limited number, will be found to contain
every thing meceflary to the underflanding botany, as a fcience : the three
or four firf} explain to the eye all the terms ufed in the courfe of the Work ;
and in the others there will be found one plant of every clafs, and a num-
ber of the flowers of the more fingular among the other genera comprifed
under it. The defcriptions are to be brought in to the affiffance of thefe,
as the chara&ers are to that of the defcriptions 5 and in this method, every
part of the Work being fubfervient to every other part of it, I am not afraid
20 affert, that it will fo far anfwer if's purpofed end, that a man of jude-
wment, who bas not fludied botany before, will, by means of it alone, without
the affiffance of any other work, be able to find the clafs, genus, and fpecies
of any plant be mects with in @ perfet flate, and to call it by ir's proper
name.

Lefs than this I [hould be forry to bave arrived at 5 more I would not be
ambitious of doing, in a volume of this fize.
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