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C HulgiPee 71 VY

OF CARTHAGE

O F all the free ftates whofe memory is preferved
to us in hiftory, Carthage bears the neareft re-
femblance to Britain, both in her commerce,
opulence, fovereignty of the fea; and her method
of carrying on her land -wars by foreign merce-
naries, If to thele we add the vicinity of the
Carthaginians to the Romans, the moft formidable
and moft rapacious people at that time in Europe,
and the f{pecific difference, as I may term it, of
the refpective military force of each nation, the
fituation of Carthage with refpect to Rome, feems
greatly analogous to that of Britain with refpe&
to France, at leaft for this laft century. Confe-
quently , the dreadful fate of that Republic, once
the moft flourifhing flate in the univerfe, a:.d the
moft formidable rival Rome ever had to cope with,
muft merit our higheft attention at this junéiure :
both as the greatnefs of her power arofe from 4
and was fupported by commerce, and as. the owed
her ruin more to her own inteftine divifions, than
to the arms of the Romans.

We know very little of this opulent and
powerful people till the time of the firft Punic
war. For as not one of their own hiftorians has
reached our times , we have no accounts of
them but what are tranfmitted to us by their
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enemies. Such writers confequently deferve little
credit, as well from their ignorance of the
Carthaginian conflitution, as their inveterate pre-
judice Magainﬂ that great people. Hence it is that
we know fo littde of their laws, and have but
an imperfe@t idea of their conflitutional form
of government.

The government of Carthage, if we may credit
the judicious Ariftotle, feems to have been
founded on the wifeft maxims of policy. For
he affirms, ' the different branches of their
legiflature were fo exactly balanced, that for the
fpace of five hundred years, from the commence-
ment of the Republic down to his time, the
repofe of Carthage had never been difturbed by
any confiderable {edition, or her liberty invaded
by any fingle Tyrant: the two fatal evils to. which
every Republican government is daily liable,
from the very nature of their conftitution. An
additional proof too may be drawn from this
confideration, that Carthage was able to fupport
herfelf upwards of feven hundred years in opulence
and fplendor in the midft of fo many powerful
encmies , and during the greater part of that
time , was the centre of commerce of the known
world, and enjoyed the uninterrupted fovereignty
of the fea without a rival.

The genius of the Carthaginians was warlike
as well as commercial , and affords undeniable

' Arift. de Republ. lib. 2. cap. 9. lit. 4.
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proof ; that thole qualities are by no means
incompatible to the fame people. It is almoft
impoflible indeed to difcover the real charalter
of this great people. The Roman hifterians,
their implacable enemies, conftantly paint them
in the blackeft colors, to palliate the perfidious
and mercilefs behaviour of their own countrymen
towards that unfortunate Republie. A fact fo
notorious, that neither Livy nor any other of
their writers, with all their art; were able to
conceal it. The Greek hiftorians, whofe country-
men had fuffered fo greatly by the Carthaginian
arms in Sicily and all the other iflands in
the Mediterranean ; betray as ftrong a prejudice
againft them as the Roman. Even the refpectable
Polybius ; the only author amongft them who
deferves any degree of credit; is plainly partial;
when he {peaks of the Carthaginian manners.
The Romans continually charge them with the
want of public faith , and have handed down the
Punica Fides as a proverb: I fhall take notice of
this fcandalous charge in another place, where I
fhall thow how much more juflly it may be
retorted upon the Romans.

As the defire of.gain is the chief fpur to
commerce ; and as the greatefl men in Carthage
never thought it beneath them to engage in that
lucrative employment, all the hiftorians have
reprefented the whole body of the people as {o
infatiably fond of amafling wealth , that they
efteemed even the lowelt and dirtieft means
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lawful, that tended to the acquifition of their
darling object. “* Amongft the Carthaginians ,
fays Polybius, when he compares the manners
of that people with thofe of the Romans, « no-
thing was infamous that was attended with gain. *
Amongft the Romans nothing fo infamous as
bribery, and to enrich themfelves by unwarrantable
means.” * He adds, in proof of his affertion,
that, « at Carthage all the dignities and higheft
employments in the State were openly fold. A
prattice , he affirms , which at Rome was a
capital crime.” Yet but a few pages before ,
where he inveighs bitterly againft the fordid love
of money, and rapacious avarice of the Cretans,
he remarks , that « they were the only people °
in the world to whom no kind of gain appeared
either infamous or unlawful.” In ° another
place where he cenfures the Greeks for afperfing
Titus Flaminius the Roman General , as if he
had not been proof againft the gold of Macedon ,
he affirms, ¢ that whillt the Romans preferved
the virtuous manners of their fore - fathers, and
had not yet carried their arms into foreign
countries, not a fingle man of them would have
been guilty of a crime of that nature.” But
though he can boldly aflert, as he fays, « that
* Polyb. lib. 6. p. 692.

¥ 1d. ibid. * Ibid.

* Poiyb. lib. 6. p. 681.

* Excerpt. ex Polyb. de virtutibus & vitiis, p. 1426.
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i his time many of the Romans, if taken man
by man, were able to preferve the truft repofed
in them inviolable as to that point, yet he owns
he durft not venture to fay the fame of all.”
Though he fpeaks as modeflly as he ean 10 avoid
giving offence , yet this hint is fufficient to
convince us, that corruption was neither new nor
uncommon at that time amongft the Romans.
But as I'fhall refume this fubject in a more proper
place, I fhall only obferve from Polybius’s own
detail of the hiftory of the Carthaginians , That,
unlefs when the intrigues of faétion prevailed ,
all their great pofts were generally filled by men
of the moft diftinguifhed merit.

The charge of cruelty is brought againft them
with a very ill grace by the Romans, who treated
even Monarchs themfelves , if they were fo
unhappy as to become their prifoners of war ,
with the * utmoft inhumanity , and threw them
to perifh in dungeons, after they had expofed
them in tiumph to the infults of their own
populace.

The ftory, indeed, of Regulus has afforded a
noble {ubjelt for Horace , which he has embellifhed
with fome of the moft beautiful firokes of
poetry ; and that fine ode has propagated and
confirmed the belief of it, more perhaps
than the writings of all their hiftorians: But as

7 Perfeus, &e.
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neither Polybius nor Diodorus Siculus make the
leal mention of fuch an event ( though the
Greeks bore an equal averfion to the Cartha-
ginians) , and as the Roman writers from whom
we received it, differ greatly in their accounts of
it, I cannot help joining in opinion with many
learned men, that it was a Roman forgery.

The Greek writers accufe them of barbarifm
and a total ignorance of the Belles- Lettres, the
fiudy of which was the reigning tafte of Greece.
Rollin contemptuounfly affirms, that their edu-
cation in general amounted to no more than
writing and the knowledge of merchants accounts;
that a Carthaginian Philofopher would have been
a prodigy amongft the learned; and then atks ,
¢ What would they have thought of a Geome-
« trician or Aftronomer of that nation?” Rollin
feems-to have put this queftion too haflily , fince
it is unanimoully confcfled, that they were the
beft fhip-builders, the ableft navigators, and the
moft fkilful mechanics at that time in the world:
that they raifed abundance of magnificent firuc-
tures, and very well underflood the art of for-
tification ; all which ( cfpecially as the ufe of the
compafs was then unknown) muft of neceflity
imply a more than common knowledge of Aftro-
nomy, Geometry, and every other branch of
mathematics. Let ' me add, too, that their
knowledge in Agriculture was fo eminent, that
the works of Mago the Carthaginian upon tiiat

8
Varro.
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fubjet were ordered to be tranflated by a decree
of the Senate, for the ufe of the Romans and their
colonies,

That the education of their youth was not
confined to the mercantile part only, muft be
evident from that number of great men, who
make fuch a figure in their hiftory; particularly
Hannibal,, perhaps the greateft Captain which any
age has ever yet produced, and at the fame time
the moft confummate Statefman, and difinterefted
Patriot. Painting, Sculpture, and Poetry, they
feem to have left to their more idle and more
luxurious neighbours the Greeks, and applied
their wealth to the infinitely nobler ufes of fup-
porting their marine, enlarging and protecting
their commerce and colonies. What opinion
even the wifer part of the Romans had of thefe
{pecious arts, and how unworthy tliey judged them
of the clofe attention of a brave and free people,
we may learn from the advice which * Virgil
gives his countrymen by the mouth of his Hero’s
father Anchifes. 1 have endeavoured here to clear
the much injured charalter of this great people
from the afperfions and grofs mifreprefentations
of hiftorians, by proofs - drawn from the

* Excudent alii fpirantia mollivs ra:
Credo -equidem, vivos ducent de marmore vultus.
Virg. fEneid. lib. 6.
Tu regere imperio populos , Romane, memento ;
(Ha tibi erunt artes ) pacifque imponere morem
Parcere fubjectis, &c, Ibid.
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conceflions and felf-contradiclions of the hiftorians
themfelves.

The State of Carthage bears fo near a refem-
blance to that of cur nation, both in their confli-
tution (as far as we are able to judge of it) mari-
time power, commerce, party-divifions, and
long as well as bloody wars which they carried on
with the moft powerful nation in the univerfe,
that their hiftory, I again repeat it, affords us
in my judgment, more ufeful rules for our
prefent conduct than that of any other ancient
Republic. ~As we are engaged in a war ( which
was till very lately unfuccefsful ) with an enemy ,
lels powerful indeed, but equally rapacious as the
Romans, and afling upon the fame principles, we
ought moft carefully to beware of thofe falfe fleps
both in war and policy, which brought on the
ruin of the Carthaginians. For fhould we be fo
unhappy as to be compelled to receive law from
that haughty nation, we muft expet to be re-
duced to the fame wretched fituation in which
the Romans left Carthage at the conclufion of the
fecond Punic war. This ifland had been hitherto
the inexpugnable barrier of the liberties of Europe,
and is as much the object of the jealoufy and
hatred of the French, as ever Carthage was of the
Romans. As they are fenfible that nothing but
the defirudtion of this country can open them
a way to their grand project of univerfal mo-
narchy , we may be certain that Delenda ¢ff Bri
fanniaz will be as much the popular maxim at
Paris, as Delenda eft Car thago was at Rome, ——
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But I fhall wave thefe refleftions at prefent, and
point out the real caufes of the total ruin of that
powerful Republic.

Carthage took its rife from a handful of diftref-
fed Tyrians who fettled in that country, by
permiflion of the natives, like our colonies in
America , and adlually paid a kind of rent, under
the name of tribute, for the very ground on
which their city was founded. As they brought
with them the commercial genius of their mother-
country they foon arrived at fuch a ftate of opu-
lence by their frugality and indefatigable indufiry,
as occafioned the envy of their poorer neigh-
bours. Thus jealoufy on the one hand, and pride
naturally ariling from great wealth on the other,
quickly involved them in a war. The natives
juftly feared the growing power of the Carthagi-
nians, and the latter feeling their own firength,
wanted to throw off the yoke of tribute, which
they looked upon as dithonorable, and even
galling to a free people. The conteft was by no
means equal. The neighbouring princes were
poor, and divided by feparate interefls ; the
Carthaginians were rich, and united in one com-
mon caufe, Their commerce made them mafters
of the fea, and their wealth enabled them [to
bribe one part of their neighbours to fight againft
the other ; and thus by playing one againft
the other alternately , they reduced all at laft
to be their tributaries, and extended their do-
minions near two thoufand miles upon that
continent, It may be objefled that the condud}
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of the Carthaginians in this cafe was highly
crimimal. I grant it : but if we view all thofe
mafler - firokes of policy , and all thofe fplendid
conquefts which fhine fo much m hiftory, in
their true colors, they will appear to be
nothing more than fraud and robbery, gilded
over with thofe pompous appellations.  Did

not every nation that makes a hgure in hiftory
rife. to Empire upon the ruin of their neigh-
bours ? Did not France acquire her prefent
formidable power, and is fhe not at this time
endeavouring to worm us out of our American
fettlements by the very fame means? But
though the motives are not to be juftified ;
yet the conduct of the Carthaginians wupon
thefe occafions, will afford us fome very
ufeful and inflruflive leffons in our prefent
fituation,

It is evident that the 'mighty power of thefe
people was founded in and fupported by com-
merce , and that they owed their vaft acquilitions,
which extended down both fides of the Medi-
terranean quite into the main ocean, to a right
application of the public money, and a proper
exertion of their naval force. Had they bound-
ed their views to this fingle pont, viz. the fup-
port of therr commerce and colonies , they
ecither would not have given fuch terrible um-
brage to the Romans, who, as Polybius cbferves,
could broock no equal, or might fafcly have
bid defiance to their utmoft efforts. For the
immenfe fums which they {quandered away
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in {ubfidies to fo many foreign Princes, and
to fupport fuch numerous armies of foreign
mercenaries , which they conflantly kept in
pay , to complete the redultion of Spain and
Sicily, would have enabled them to cover their
coaflts with fuch a fleet as would have fecured
them from any apprehenfion of foreign invafions,
Belides, the Roman genius was fo little turned
for maritime aflairs, that at the time of their firft
breach with Carthage , they were not mafters of
one fingle fhip of war, and were fuch abfolute
firangers to the mechanifm of a fhip, that a
(Tcxrtliaginian galley driven by accident on their
coafts gave them the firft notion of a model. But
the ambition of Carthage grew as her wealth
mcreafed ; and how difficult a tafk is it to fet
bounds to that reftlefs paffion! Thus by grafping
at too' much, fhe loft all. It is not probable
therefore that the Romans would ever have
attempted to difturb any of the Carthaginian fet-
tiements, when the whole coaft of Italy lay open
to the infults and depredations of fo formidable a
maritime power. The Remans felt this fo fen-
fibly in the beginning of the firk Punic war,
that they never refled till they had acquired the
fuperiority at fea, It is evident too, that the
Romans always maintained that fuperiority : For
if Hannibal could pofflibly have palfed by fea into
Italy , fo able a general would never have ha-
rafled his troops by that long and feemingly
impoflible march over the Alps, which coft him
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above half his army ; an expedition which
has been, and ever will be the wonder of all
fucceeding ages. DNor could Scipio have landed
without oppofition fo very near the city of Car-
thage itlelf, if the maritime force of that people
had not been at the very loweft ebb.

The Carthaginians were certainly greatly weak-
ened by the long continuance of their firft war
with the Romans, and that favage and deftrultive
war with their own mercenaries, which followed
immediately after. They ought therefore in true
policy, to have turned their whole attention ,
during the interval between the firft and fecond
Punic wars, to the re-eftublithment of their ma-
rine; but the conqueft of Spain was their favor-
ite object, and their finances were too much
reduced to be fufficient for both. Thus they
expended that money in carrying on a continental
war , which would have put their marine on fo
formidable a footing, as to have enabled them
to regain once more the dominion of the fea; and
the fatal event of the fecond Punic war con-
vinced them of the falfe ftep they had taken,
when it was too late to retrieve it.

I have here pointed out one capital error of
the Carthaginians as a maritime power, 1 mean
their engaging in too frequent, and too extenfive
wars on the continent of Europe, and their
neglet of their marine, 1 fhall now mention
another , which more than once bronght
them to the very brink of defiruftion. This
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was — ‘their conftantly employing fuch a vaft
number of foreign mercenary troops, and not
trufting the defence of their country, nay not
even Carthage itlelf wholly, to their own native
fubjedts,

The Carthaginians were fo entirely devoted to
commerce , that they feem to have looked upon
every native employed in their armies as

a mem-
ber loft to the community ; and their wea

Ith ena-
bled them to buy whatever number of foldjers
they pleafed from their ncighbouring States in
Greece and Africa, who traded (as 1 may term
it) in war as much as the Swifs and Germans do
now, and were equally ready jto fell the blood
and lives of their fubjets to the beft bidder.
From hence they drew fuch inexhauftible fup-
plies of men, both to form and recruit their
armies , whilft their own natives were at
leifure to follow the more lucrative occupa-
tions of navigation , hufbandry, and mechanic
trades. For the number of native Carthaginians,
which we read of, in any of their

armies ,
was fo extremely {mall,

as to bear no propor-
tion to that of their toreign mercenaries. This
kind of policy , which prevails fo generally
in all mercantile States , does, I confefs, at firft
fight appear extremely plaufible. The Carthagini-
ans, by this method, fpared their own people ,
and purchafed all their conquefts by the venal
blood of foreigners; and, in cafe of a defeat
they could with great eafe and expedition recruit

their broken armies with any number of good
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troops, ready trained up to their hands in military
difcipline. But, alas! thefe advantages were
greatly over-balanced by very fatal inconveniences.
The foreign troops were attached to the Cartha-
ginians by no tie but that of their pay. Upon
the leaft failure of that, or if they were not hu-
mored in all their licentious demands, they
were juft as ready to turn their arms againft the
throats of their mafters. Strangers to that heart-
felt affeCtion, that enthufiaftic love of their country,
which warms the hearts of free citizens; and fires
them with the glorious emulation of fighting to
the laft drop of blood in defence of their com-
mon mother; thefe fordid hlrelmgs were always
ripe for mutiny and fedition, and ever ready
to revolt and change fides upon the leaft profpect
of greater advantages.

But a fhort detail of the calamities which they
drew upon themfelves by this miftaken policy,
will better {how the dangers which attend the
admiffion of foreign mercenaries into any country ,
where the natives are unaccuftomed to the ufe of
arms. A praftice which is too apt to prevail
in commercial nations.

At the conclufion of the firft Punic war the
Carthaginians were compelled, by their treaty
with the Romans, to evacuate Sicily. Gelco there-
fore , who then commanded in that Ifland, to
prevent the diforders which might be committed
by fuch a multitude of delperate fellows, compofed
of fo many different nations, and fo long inured
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to blood and rapine, fent them over gradrmlly
in fmall bodies, that his countrymen might have
time to pay off their arrears , and fend them
home to their refpellive countries. But either
the lownels of their finances , or the ill-timed
parfiimony of the Carchaginians totally * defeated
this falutary meafure, though the wifelt that, as
their alfairs were at that time circumflanced,
could poflibly have been taken. The Carthaginians
deferred their payment tll the arrival of the
whole body, in hopes of obtaining fome abate-
ment in their demands, by fairly laying before
them the neceflities of the public. But the
mercenaries were deaf to every reprelentation
and propofal of that nature. They felt their own
firength, and faw too plainly the weaknefs of
their maflers. As faft as one demand was agreed
to, a more unreafonable one was flarted; and
they threatened to do themlelves juflice by
military execution, 1if their exorbitant demands
were not immediately complied with. At laft,
when they were juit at the point of an accomno-
dation with their mafters , by the mediation
and addrefs of Gelco, two defperate rufiians,
named * Speudius and Mathos , raifed fuch a
flame amongit this unruly multitude , as broke
out inftantly into the molt bloody, and deftruc-
tive war ever yet recorded in hiftory. The account
we have of it from the Greek hiftorians mufi

* Polyb.lib. 1. p. 92—3.  ° Polyb. p. 98—,
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firike the moft callous breaft with horror; and
though it was at laft happily terminatted by the
fuperior conduct of Hamilcar Barcas, the father
of the great Hannibal, yet it continucd near four
years, and left the territories around Carthage
a moft fhocking fcene of blood and devaftation.
Such was, and ever will be the confequence,
when a large body of mercenary troops 1s ad-
m.itted into the heart of a rich and fertile country,
where the bulk of the people are denied the ule
of arms by the miftaken policy of their governors,
For this was atually the cale with the Carthagi-
nians, where the total difufe of arms amongft the
lower clafs of people, laid that opulent country
open, an ealy and tempting prey to every invader.
This was another capital error, and confe-
quently another caufe which contributed to
their ruin.

How muft any nation but our own, which
with relpect to the bulk of the people, lies in the
fame defencelefs fituation ; how, I fay, muft they
cenfure the mighty State of Carthage, fpreading
terror , and giving law to the moft diftant nations
by her powerful fleets, when they fee her at the
fame time trembling , and giving herfelf up for
Joft at the landing of any invader in her own
territories ?

The condud of that petty prince Agathocles,
affords us a firiking inflance of the defencelefs
flate of the territories of Carthage. The Car-
thaginians were at that very time mafters of all
Sicily , except the fingle city of Syracufe, in

which




ANCIENT REPUBLICS, 177

which they had cooped up that tyrant both by
land and fea. °* "l-w;:.lu(kw reduced to the laft ex-
tremity, {truck perbaps the boldeft ftroke ever
yet met with in hiftory. He was perfectly well
acquainted with the weak fide of Carthage, and
knew that he could meet with little oppolfition
from a people who were ftrangers to the ufe of
arms, and enervated by a life of eafe and plenty.
On this defect of their policy he founded his
hopes; and the event proved that he was not
miftaken in his judgment. He embarked with
only 13000 men on board the few fhips he had
remaining, eluded the vigilance of the Carthaginian
fleet by ftratagem, landed fafely in Africa, plun-
dered and ravaged that rich country up to the
very gates of (_thhage which he clofely blocked
up, and reduced nearly to the fituation in which
he had left his own Syracufe. Nothing could
equal the terror into which the city of Carthage
was thrown at that time, but the panic whlch,
in the late rebellion , firuck the much larger; and
more populous city oi London, at the approach
of a poor handful of Highlanders, as much
inferior even to the fmall army of Agathocles
in number, as they were in arms and difcipline.
The fuccels of that able leader compelied the
Carthaginians to recal part of their forces out
of Sicily to the immediate defence of Carthage
itfelf ; and this occafioned the raifling the fiege
of Syracufe, and ended in the total defeat of
their army, and death of their General in that

* Diodor. Sicul. lib. zo. P. 735—36. »
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country. Thus Agathocles, by this daring
meafure, faved his own petty State, and, after
a variety of good and ill fortune, concluded a
treaty with the Carthaginians , and died at Syra-
cufe at a time when, from a thorough experience
of their defencelefs ftate at home, he was prepar-
ing for a frefh invafion.

* Livy informs us, that this very meafure of
Agathocles fet the precedent which Scipio followed
with {o much f{uccefs in the fecond Punic war,
when that able General, by a fimilar defcent in
Africa , compelled the Carthaginians to recal
Hannibal out of ltaly to their immediate affiftance,
and reduced them to that impotent flate, from
which they never afterwards were able to recover.
How fuccelsfully the French played the fame
game upon us, when they obliged us to recal
our forces out of Flanders to crufh the Rebelli-
on, which they had fpirited up with that very
view, is a faél too recent to need any mention
of particulars., -How lately did they drive us
to the expenfe, and I my fay the ignominy,
of fetching over a large body of foreign mercen-
aries for the immediate delence of this nation,
which plumes herfelt fo much upon her power
and bravery ? How greatly did they cramp all
our meafures , how much did they confine all
our military operations to our own immediate
felf-defence, and prevent us from fending fuf-
ficient fuccours to our colonies by the perpetual
alarm of an vafion?

* Livy, Lib. 28. p. §8—9.




ANCIENT REPUBLTFCS. 179

Though we may in part truly afcribe the ruin
of Carthage to the two above-mentioned errors
in their policy, yet the caufe which was produllive
of the¢ greatefl evils, and confequently the more
immediate object of our attention at this dangerous
juncture, was party-difunion ; that bane ot every
free State ; from which cur own country has equal
reafon o app-ehend the fame direful effecls
as the Republics of Greece , Rome,; and Car-
thage experienced formerly.

By all the lights , which we receive from
hiftory, the State of Carthage was divided into
two oppolite factionisj the Hannonian and the
Barcan,; fo denominated from their refpeciive
leaders, who were heads of the two moft power«
ful families in Carthage. The Hannonian family
feems to have made the greateft figure in the
fenate ; the Barcan in the field: Both were
ftrongly actuated by ambition, but ambition of
a dilferent kind: The Barcan family feems to
have had no other objet in view but the glory
of their country, and were always ready to give
up their private animofities, and even their ‘paf-
fion for military glory to the public good: The
Hannonian family alted from quite oppofite
principles; conftantly aiming at one point; the
fupporting themfelves in power, and that only.
Ever jealous of the glory acquired by the Barcan
family, they perpetually thwarted every mealure
propofed from that quarter , and were equally
ready to facrifice the honor and real intereft
of their counwry to that felfilh view. In dhort,

N q
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the one family feems to have produced a race
of Heroes, the other of ambitious Statelmen.

The chiefs of thefe two jarring families, beft
known to us in hiftory, were Hanno and Hamil-
car Barcas, who was fucceeded by his fon
Hannibal , that terror of the Romans. The
oppofition between thefe two parties was fo
flagrant , that Appian does not fcruple to call
the party of ° Hanno, the Roman faftion; and
that of Barcas, the popular, or the Carthaginian,
from the different interefts which each party
efpoufed.

The firft inftance, which we meet with in
hiftory, of the enmity f{ubfifling between the
heads of thefe faltions, was in that deflruétive
war with the mercenaries , from which I have
made this explanatory digreflion.

Hanno was firft fent with a powerful , and
well provided army againft thefe mutinous
defperadoes; but he knew little of his trade, and
made perpetual blunders. * Polybius, who treats
his charaller, as a foldier, with the utmoft con-
tempt, informs us, that he fuffered himfelf to
be furprifed, a great part of his fine army to be
cut to pieces, and his camp taken, with all the
military flores , engines, and all the other
apparatus of war.

The Carthaginians , terrified and diftrefled by
the bad conduct of their General, were now compel-

* Appian. de Bell. Punic. p. 36.
* Polyb. lib. 1. p. 104—s5.

TR ——



ANCIENT REPUBLICS. 181

led, by the neceflity of their affairs, to reftore
Hamilcar to the chief command of their forces,
from which he muft have been excluded before
by the influence of the Hannonian fadtion.
That able commander with his fmall army ( for
his whole force amounted to no mores than ten
thoufand men ) quickly changed the face of the
war, defeated Spendius in two pitched battles,
and pufhed every advantage to the utmoft, which
the incapacity of the rebel Generals threw in
his way. Senfible that he was too weak alone
to cope with the united forces of the Rebels
( which amounted to 70, 0oo men) he 7 ordered
Hanno (who had ftill influence enough to procure
himfelf to be continued in the command of a
feparate body ) to join him, that they might
finith this execrable war by one decifive allion.
After they were joined, the Carthaginians foon
felt the fatal effefts of difunion between their
Generals. No plan could now be foliowed,

no meafure could be agreed on; and the difagree-
ment between thefe two leading men arofe to
fuch a height at laft, that they not only let flip
every opportunity of annoying the enemy, but
gave them many advantages againft themfelves,
which they could not otherwife have hoped for. *
The Carthaginians , fenfible of their error, and
knowing the very different abilities of the two
Generals, yet willing to avoid the imputation of

7 Ibid. lib, 1. p. 115, * Polyb. lib. 1. p. ¥15.
? Id. ibid.
N 3
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partiality, empowered the army to decide which of
the two they judged molft proper for their General ,
as they were determiined to continue only one of
them in the commund. * The decifion of the army
was , that Hamilcar fhould tike the fupreme com-
mand , and that Hanno fhould depart the camp.
A convincing proof that they threw the whole
blame of that difunion, and the ili-fuccels , which
was the confequence of it, entirely upon the
envy and jealoufy of Hanno. One Hannibal, a
man more tractable, and more agreeable to Ha-
milcar, was fent in his room. Union was re-
ftored , and the happy ellecls which attended it
were quickly vifible, Hamilcar now pufhed on
the war with his ufual vigilance and adlivity, and
foon convinced the Generals of the Rebels how
greatly he was tieir mafler in the art of war.
He harraffed them perpetually, and, like a fkil-
ful * gamefter, (as Polybius terms him) drew
them artfully every day into his fnares, and ob-
liged them to raife the fiege of Carthage, At laft
he cooped up Spendius with his army in fo dif-
advantageous a place, that he reduced them to
fuch an extremity of famine as to devour one

another, and compelled them to furrender at

difcretion thpugh they were upwards of 40, cco
efle€tive men. — The army of Hamilcar, which
was much inferior to that of Spendius in numbcr,
was compofed partly of mercenarics and delerters ,

' Idem. ibid. 117,

* Polyb. 'Ayabds msrlevssls, ibid, p. 11g.
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partly of the city militia, ' both horfe and foot
(troops which the enemies to the militia-bill
would have called raw and undifciplined, and
treated as ufelefs) of which the major part of
his army confifted. The rebel army was com-
pofed chiefly of brave and experienced veterans,
trained up by Hamilcar himfelf in Sicily during
the late war with the Romans, whofe courage was
heightened by defpair. It is worthy our obferv.-
tion therefore, that thefe very men who, under
the conduét of Hamilcar, had been a terror to
the Romans, and given them fo many blows in
Sicily towards the latter end of the firft Punie
war, fhould yet be fo little able to cope with an
army fo much inferior in number, and com-
pofed in a great meafure of city-militia only,
when commanded by the fame General, * Polybi-
us, who efteems Hamilcar by far the greatelt
Captain of that age, obferves, that though the
Rebels were by no means inferior to the Cartha«
ginian troops in refolution and bravery, yet they
were frequently beaten by Hamilcar by mere
dint of Generallbip. Upon this occalion he can-
not help remarking ° the vaft fuperiority which
judicious fkiil and ability of Generalfhip has over
long military praclice, where this fo effentially
neceflary {kill and judgment is wanting, [t might

' Id, ibid, Tonrimés imael sl aedic p. 120,
* Polyb. lib. 1. p. 119.
* I, 1bid.
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have been thought unpardonabe in me, if I had
omitted this juft remark of Polybius, fince it has
been fo lately verified by his Praflian Majefly in
thofe mafterly firokes of Generalfhip, which are
the prefent admiration of };!!r(:pe, Hamilcar,
after the deftruction of Spendius and his army,
immediately blocked up Mathos, with the remain-
ing corps of the Rebels, in the city of Tunes.
Hannibal, with the forces under his command,
took poft on that fide of the city which looked
towards Carthage. Hamilcar prepared to make
his attack on the fide which was direily oppofite,
but the conduét of Hannibal, when left to him-
felf, was the direct contraft to that of Hamilcar,
and proves undeniably, that the whole merit of
their former fuccefs was entirely owing to that
abler General. Hannibal, who {eems to have
been little acquainted with the true genius of
thofe daring veterans, lay fecure, and carelefs in
his camp, neglected his out-guards, and treated
the enemy with contempt, as a people already
conquered. * But Mathos obferving the negligence
and fecurity of Hannibal, and well knowing that
he had not Hamilcar to deal with, made a fud-
den and refolute fally , forced Hannibal’s in-
trenchments, put great numbers of his men to
the fword, took Hannibal himfelf, with fe-
veral other perfons of diftinition, prifoners, and
pillaged his camp. This daring meafure was
fo well concerted , and executed with fo much

* Polyb, ibid, p. 121,
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rapidity, that Mathos, who made good ufe of

his time , had done his bufinefs before Hamilcar,
who lay encamped at fome diftance, was in the
leaft apprized of his colleague’s mifortune,
Mathos faftened Hanmibal, whilft alive, on the
fame gibbet to which Hamilcar had lately nailed
the body of Spendius: A terrible, but juft
reward for the fhameful careleflnefs in a com-
manding officer , who had facrificed the lives of
his own
indolence and prefumptuous folly. Mathos alfo
crucified thirty of the firft nobility of Carthage,
who attended Hannibal in this expedition. A
commander who is ﬁupuled in the night-time,
though gu;‘rv of an egregious fault, may yet
plmd fomething in excufe; but, in point of dif-
mplme for a Geneml to be furpufn.d by an enemy
juft under his nofe in open day-light, and caught
in a ftate of wanton fecurity , from an over-
weening prefumption on his own firength; is a
crime of fo capital a nature as to admit neither
of alleviation nor parden. This dreadful and
unexpected blow threw Carthage in the utmoft
confternation, and obliged Hamilcar to draw of]
his part of the army to a confiderable diftance
from Tunes. Hanno had again influence enough
to procure the command, which he was com-
pelled before by the army to give up to Ham-
ilcar. But the Carthaginians , fenfible of the
fatal confequences of difunion between the two
Generals, efpecially at fuch a defperate erifis,

fuch a number of his fellow-citizens by
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fent 7 thirty of the moft refpeltable amongft the
Senators to procure a thorough reconciliation
between Hamilcar and Hanno before they pro-
ceeded upon any operation; which' they efleéted
at laft, though not withourt difficulty. Pleafed
with this happy event, the Carthaginians (as
their laft, and utmoft effort) fent* every man in
Carthage , who was able to bear arms, to re-en-
force Hamilcar, on whofe [vperior abilities they
placed their -whole dependence. Hamilcar now
refumed his operations, and, as he was no longer
thwarted by Hanno, foon reduced Mathos to the
neceflity of putting the whole iffue of the war
upon one decifive ation, in which the Car-
thaginians were moft completely viftors, by the
exquifite difpofition and conduét of Hamilear.

I hope the enemies to a militia will at leaft allow
thefe new levies, who compofed by far the
greateft part of Hamilcar's army upon this oc-
cafion, to be raw, undifciplined, and ignorant
of the ufe of arms; epithets which they beftow
fo plentifully upon a militia. Yet that able com-
mander, with an army confifting chiefly of this kind
of men, totally defiroyed an army of delperate
veterans, took their General, and all who efcaped
the flaughter, prifoners, and put an end to the molt

’ .
Palyb. lib, 1, p. 122,
* Tsg vmohsimas vy €v roily  mhndous xabomniravre: (oiev doddrmy
Feéxovres THUTHY)  §EAmicTENY @eds Tar Botgar, Polyb. lib. 1.
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ruinous, and moft inhuman war ever yet men-
tioned in hiftory. Thefe new levies had courage
(a quality never yet, I believe, difputed to the
Britith commonalty ) and were to fight pro aris &r
Jocis, for whatever was dear and valuable to a
people ; and Hamilcar, who well knew how to
make the proper ufe of thefe difpofitions of his
countrymen, was mafler of thofe abilities which
Mathos wanted. Of fuch advantage is it to an
army to have a commander fuperior to the
enemy in the art of Generalfhip ; an advan-
tage which frequently {upplies a deficiency
even in the goodnels of troops, as well as
numbers,

The enmity of Hanno did not expire with
Hamilcar, who fell glorioufly in the fervice of
his country, in Spain fome years after. Hannibal,
the eldeft fon, and a fon worthy of fo heroic a
father, immediately became the object of his
jealoufy and hatred. For when Aldrubal (fon-in-
law to Hamilcar) had been appointed to the
command of the army in Spain, after the death
of that General, he defired that Hannibal, at that
time but twenty-two years of age, might be fent 1o
Spain to be trained up under him in the art of
war, Hanno oppofed this with the utmoft viru-
lence in a rancorous {peech (made for him by
Livy) fraught with the moft infamous infinua-
tions againft Afdrudal , and a fltrong charge of
ambition againft the Barcan family, But his
malice, and the true reafon of his oppofition,
varnifhed over with a fpecious concern for the
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public welfare, were fo eafily feen through, that
he was not able to carry a point, which he fo
mnuch wifhed for.

* Afdrubal not long after being aflaflinated
by a Gaul, in revenge for fome injury he had
received, the army immediately appointed Han-
nibal to the command ; and fending advice to
Carthage of what they had done, the Senate
was aflembled, who ' unanimouily confirmed the
eleClion then made by the foldiers. Hannibal in
a fhort time reduced all that part of Spain which
lay between New Carthage, and the river Iberus,
except the city of Saguntum , which was in alli-
ance with the Romans. But as he inherited his
father’s hatred to the Romans, for their * infamous
behaviour to his country at the conclufion of the
war with the mercenaries , he made great prepara-
tions for the fiege of Saguntum. The Romans
(according to ' Polybius ) receiving intelligence
of his defign, fent ambafladors to him at New
Carthage, who warned him of the confequences
of either attacking the Saguntines, or crofling the
Iberus, which by the treaty with Afldrubal,
had been made the boundary of the Carthaginian
and Roman dominions in that country. Hannibal
acknowledged his relolution to proceed againft
Saguntum; but the reafons he affigned for his

? Polyb. Lib. z. p. 172.

* Mixyvaun. Polyb, lib. 3. p. 234.

* This will be explained in another place.
* Lib. 3. 236.
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conduét were fo unfatisfatory to the ambafladors,
that they crofled over to Carthage to know the
refolution of their Senate upon that {ubjelt.
Hannibal in the mean time, according to the
fame *
Embafly, and defired inftructions how to act,

author, fent advice to Carthage of this

complaining heavily that the Saguntines depen-
ding upon their alliance with the Romans, com-
mitted frequent depredations upon the Car-
thaginian {ubjedts.

We 'may conclude ‘ghat the ambafladors met
with as difagreeable a'reception from the Car-
thaginian Senate as they had done from Hannibal,
and that he received orders from Carthage to
proceed in his intended expedition. For * Poly-
bins, refleéting upon writers, who pretended to
relate what palfed in the Roman Senare when the
news arrived of the capture of Saguntum, and
even inferted the debates which arole when the
queftion was put, whether, or no, war fhould
be declared againft Carthage, treats their whole
accounts as abfurd and fiftitious. ¢ For how,
fays he, with indignation, could it poffibly be,
that the Romans, who had denounced war the
year before at Carthage, it Hannibal fhould invade
the Saguntine territories, fhould now after that
city was taken by florm, allemble to deliberate
whether war fhould be commenced againft the
Carthaginians or not.” Now as this declaration

* Id. ibid. p, 237.
* Polyb. lib. 3. p. 243 — 44.
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of war was conditional, and not to take place
unlefs Hannibal fhould attack the Saguntines, it
mult have been made before that event hap-
pened, and confequently muft be referred to the
Embally above - mentioned. And as Hannibal
undertook the fiege of ‘mg_nn tum notwi thﬂmdm"
the Roman menaces; he undoubtedly alted by
orders from the Carthaginian Senate:

When the Romans received the news of the
deftruction of Saguntum , they difpatched another
Embafly to Carthage ( as ® Polybius relates) with
the utmoft expedition ; their orders were to infift
that Hannibal and all who advifed him to com-
mit hoftilities againft the Saguntines fhould be
delivered up to the Romans, and in cafe of a
refufal , to declare immediate war. The demand
was received by the Carthaginian Senate with
the urmoft indignation, and one of the Senators,
who was appointed to fpeak in the name of the
reft, begun in an artful fpeech te recriminate
tipon the Romans, and oflered to prove, that the
Sazmmnc* were not allied to the Romans when
the peace was made between the two nations, and
eonfequently could not be included in the treaty.
But the Romans cut the affair fhort, and told them
that they did not come there to difpute, but
only to infift upon a categorical an{wer to this
plain queftion: Whether they would give up the
authors of the hoftilities, which would cenvince the

¢ Polyb. ibid.
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world that they had no fhare in the deftruftion of
Saguntum , but that Hannibal had done it with-
out their authority; or, whether by protecling
them, they chofe to confirm the Romans in the
belief, that Hannibal had aled with their ap-
probation ? As their demand of Hannibal was
refufed , war” was declared by the Romans, and
accepted with equal alacrity and fiercenefs by
the majority of the Carthaginian Senate.

Livy * affirms that the firlt Enzhafly was decreed
by the Roman Senate, but not fent till Hanni-
bal had allually invefted Saguntum , and varies
from Polybius in his relation of the particulars.
For according to® Livy, Hannibal received in-
telligence of the Roman Embafly, but he fent
them word, that he had other bufinefs upon
his hands at that time than to give audience
to ambalfadors; and that he wrote at the {ame
time to his friends of the Barcan faltion to
exert themfelves , and prevent the other
party from carrying any point in favor of the
1{0]'113“5.

The ambafladors, thus denied admittance by
Hannibal, repaired to Carthage, and laid their
demands before the Semate. Upon this occafion
Livy * introduces Hanno inveighing bitterly in
a formal harangue againft the f{ending Hannibal

7 Polyb. lib. 3. p. 259.  * Livy, lib. 21. p. 132.

* Ib. p. 235, * Liv. lib, 21, p. 135, 36.
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into Spain, a meafure which he foretels, muft
terminate in the utter deftruction of Carthage.
And after teftifying his joy for the death of his
father Hamilcar, whom he acknowledges he moft
cordially hated, 'as he did the whole Barcan
family whom he terms the fire-brands of the
State, he advifes them to give up Hannibal,
and make full fatisfallion for the injury then
done to the Saguntines. * When Hanno had
done fpeaking , there was no occafion, as Livy
obferves for a reply. For almoft all the Senate
were fo entirely in the intereft of Hannibal,
that they accufed Hanno of declaiming againft
him with more bitternels and rancor than even
the Roman ambafladors, who were dilmifled
with this fhort anfwer, ¢ That not Hannibal,
but the Saguntines, were the authors of the war,
and that the Romans treated them with great
mjuftice, if they preferred the friendfhip of the
Saguntines before that of their moft ancient
allies the Carthaginians. ” Livy’s * account of the
{econd Embafly, which followed the dectruttion
of Saguntum , differs fo very little from that
of Polybius , both as to the queftion put by
the Romans, the anfwer given by the Cartha-
ginian Senate, and the declaration of war which
was the confequence, that it is needlefs to
repeat it.

If what Hanno faid in the fpeech above-men-
tioned , had been his real f{entiments from any

* Id. ibid. Y MLAbE Foep- 148 — 49
conicionlnefs
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confcioufnels of the fuperior power of the Romans,
and the imprudence of engaging in a war of that
confequence before his country had recovered
her former firength, he would have adted upon
principles worthy of an honeft and prudent
Patriot. For * Polybius, after enumerating the
fuperior excellencies of Hannibal as a (yeneul,
is ftrongly of opinion, that if he had begun with
other nations, and left the Romans for his laft
enterprife, he would certainly have fucceeded in
whatever he had attempted againft them, but he
mifcarried by attacking thofe firft ; whom he
ought to have refeived for his laft enterprife.
The {ubfequent behaviour of Hanno, during the
whole time that Italy was the feat of war, evidently
proves, that his oppofition to this war proceeded
entirely from party-motives, and his perfonal
hatred to the Barcan family, confequently is by
no means to be afcribed to any regard for the
true intereft of his country. * Appian informs us,
that when Fabius had greatly firaitened Hannibal
by his cautious condudt, the Carthaginian General
fent a prefling meflage to Carthage for a large
fupply both of men and money. But, according
to that author, he was flatly refufed , and could
obtain neither, by the influence of his enemies,
who were averfe to that war, and cavilled
perpetually at every enterprife which Hannibal

4 g 14
Polyb. lib. 11. p. 838=89.
* Appian, de Bell. Annib. 323. Edit. Hen. Steph.
0
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undertook. ¢ Livy, in his relation of the account
which Harnibal fent to the Carthaginian Senate
of his glorious viftory at Cannz by his brother
Mago, with the demand for a large re-enforcement
of men as well as money, introduces Hanno (in
a [peech of his own which he gives us on that
occafion ) firongly oppofing that motion, and
perfifting ftill in his former fentiments in refpect
both to the war and to Hannibal. But the
Carthaginians , clate with that viftory , which
was the greateft blow the Romans ever received
in the field fince the foundation of their Repub-
lic, and thoroughly fenfible (as Livy informs us)
of the enmity which Hanno and his faltion bore
to the Barcan family , immediately decreed a
fupply of 40, 000 Numidians , and 24, ooo foot
and horfe to be immediately levied in Spain,
befides Elephants, and a very large fum of money.
Though Hanno at that time had not weight
enough in the Senate to prevent that decree, yet
he had influence enough by his intrigues to
retard the fupply then voted, and not only to
get it reduced to 12, 000 foot and 2500 horfe,
but even to procure that fmall number to be
fent to Spain upon a different fervice. That
Hauno was the true caufe of this cruel difappoint-
ment , and the fatal confequences which
attended it , is equally evident from the fame
For 7 Livy tells us, © that when

Liiftorian.

“Lib, 23. ps 265~ 66.

7 . .
Liv. lit. 30. P. 135
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orders were fent to him by the Carthaginian
Senate to quit Italy, and haften to the immediate
defence of his own country, Hannibal inveighed
bitterly againft the malice of his enemies, who
now openly and avowedly recalled him from
Italy, out of which they had long before endea-
voured to drag him, when they tied up his hands
by conftantly refufing him any fupply either of
men or money. That Hannibal affirmed he was
not conquered by the Romans, whom he had fo
often defeated, but by the calumny and envy of
the oppofite faltion in the Senate. That Scipio
would not have fo much reafon to plume
himfelf upon the ignominy of his return, as his
enemy Hanno, who was {o implacably bent upon
the deftruction of the Barcan family, that fince
he was not able to cruth it by any other means,
he had at laflt accomplithed it, though by the ruin
of Carthage itfelf. ”

Had that large fupply been fent to Hannibal
with the fame unanimity and difpatch with which
it was voted, it is more than probable, that fo
confummate a General would have forn been mafter
of Rome , and transferred the Empire of the
world to Carthage. For the Romans were fo
exhauftéd after the terrible defeat at Cannz,
that * Livy is of opinion, that Hannibal would
have given the finifhing blow to that Republic,

* Lib. 22, P. 240.
0 o
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if he had marched direflly to Rome from the
field of battle, as he was advifed to do by his
General of horfe Maherbal: that many of the
nobility , upon the firft news cf this fatal event,
were in aflual confultation about the means of
quitting Italy, and looking out for a fettlement
in fome other part of the world , and he affirms,
that the fafety both of the city and empire of
Rome muft be attributed ( as it was then firmly
believed at Rome ) to the delay of that fingle day
only, on which Maherbal gave that advice to
Hannibal. * Appian confirms the diftrefstul
fituation of the Roman affairs at that juniure,
and informs us, that including the flaughter at
Cannz, in which the Romans had loft moft of
their ableft officers , Hannibal had put to the
fword 250, 000 of their beft troops in the fpace
of two years only, from the beginning of the
fecond Punic war inclufive. It is ealy therefore
to imagine how litde able the Roman armies,
confifting chiefly of new levies , would . have
been to face fuch a commander as Hannibal ,
when fupported by the promifed re-enforcement
of 64,000 freth men , befides money and elephants
in proportion. For Hannibal, though deprived of
all fupplies from Carthage by the malice of the
Hannonian faction , maintained his ground
above fourteen years more after his victory
at Cunnz , in ipite of the utmolt efforts

* Appian. de Bell. Hancib. p. 328.
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of the Romans. A truth which Livy himfelf ac-
knowledges with admiration and aftonifhment
at his fuperior military capacity. From that period
therefore after the battle of Cannz, when Han-
nibal was firt difappointed of the promifed fup-
plies from Carthage, we ought properly to date
the fall of that Republic, which muft be wholly
imputed to the inveterate malice of the profligate
Hanno and his impious faction, who were deter-
mined , as Hannibal obferved before, to ruin
the contrary party , though by means which muft
be inevitably attended with the deftruction of
their country. ' Appian infinuates, that Han-
nibal firft engaged in this war more from theim-
portunity of his friends, than even his own paf=
fion for military glory and hereditary hatred to
the Romans. For Hanno and his faction (as * Ap-
pian tells us) no longer dreading the power of
Hamilcar and Afdrubal his fon-in-law, and hold-
ing Hannibal extremely cheap upon account of
his youth, began to perfecute and opprels the
Barcan party ‘with fo much rage and hatred, that
the latter were oblized by letter to implore af=
fifance from Hannibal, and to aflure him that
his own intereft and fafety was infeparable from
theirs. Hannibal (as Appian adds) was conlcious
of the truth of this remark, and well knew that
the blows which feemed direted at his friends,
were levelled m reality at his own head, and

* Theric, p. 259.
Appian, id. ibid.
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judged that a war with the Romans, which would
be highly agreeable to the generality of his coun-
trymen, might prove the fureft means of counter-
working his enemies, and preferving himfelf and
his friends from the fury of a pliant and fickle
populace , already inflamed againft his party by
the intrigués of Hanno. He cancluded therefore,
according to Appian, that a war with {o formid-
able and dangerous a power, would divert the
Carthaginians from all inquiries relative to his
friends, and oblige them to attend wholly to an
affair, which was of the laft importance to their
country. Should Appian’s account of the caufe
of this war be admitted as true, it would be
a yet fironger proof of the calamitous effelts of
party -difunion ; though it would by no means
excufe Hannibal. For Hanno and his party
would be equally culpable for driving a man of
Hannibal'’s abilities to fuch a delperate meafure,
purely to fcreen himfelf and his party from their
malice and power. But the blame for not fup-
porting Hannibal after the battle of Cannz, when
fuch fupport would have enabled him to crufh
that power, which by their means recovered
firength {ufficient to fubvert their own country,
muft be thrown entirely upon Hanno and his
party, It was a crime of the blackeft'die, and
an adl of the higheft treafon againft their country,
and another terrible proof of the fatal effells
of party-difunion. Nor was this evil peculiar to
Carthage .only, but was equally common in the
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Roman and Grecian Republics. Nay, counld we
trace all our public meafures up to their firft fecret
fprings of action, 1 don’t doubt ( notwithitanding
the plaufible reafons which might have been
given to the .public to palliate fuch meafures )
but we fhould find our own country rafhly enga-
ged in wars detrimental to her true interelts,
or obliged to {fubmit to a difadvantageous peace,
juft as either was conducive to the private intereft
of the prevailing party. Will not our own an-
nals furnifh us with fome memorable inftances of
the truth of this affertion too recent to be denied?
Was not the treatment which the great Duke of
Marlborough received from Bolingbroke , the
Englifh Hanno parallel to that which the viclori-
ous Hannibal met with from the Carthagiman,
after the battle of Cannz? Did not Bolingbroke,
from the worft of party-motives, difplace that
ever - viQorious General , defert our allies, and
facrifice the brave and faithful Catalans, and the
city of Barcelona, in at leaft as fhameful a
manner as the Romans did their unhappy friends
at Saguntum? Did not the fame minifter by the
fatal treaty of Utrecht, rob the nation of all thofe
advantages, which fhe had reafon to hope for from
a long and fuccefsful war? Did he not by the fame
treaty, give our mortal enemy France time to
retrieve her affairs, and recover from that low
ftate to which the Duke of Marlborough had
reduced her, and even to arrive at that power,
at prefent fo terrible to us and to all Europe ?
O 4
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To what can we attribute the late ill conduéted
war with Spain ’, but to the ambition of party ?
How was the nation ftunned with the noife of
Spanifh *depredations from the prefs! how loudly
did the fime outcry refound in parliament! yet
when the leaders of that powerful oppofition had
carried thewr point by their popular clamors;
when they had pufhed the nation into that war;
when they had drove an overgrown minifter from
the helm , and neftled themfelves in power, how
quickly did they turn their backs upon the honeft
men of their party, who refufed to concur in
their meafures ! How foon did they convince the
nation, by fereening that very minifler who had
been fo muny years the objeét of their refentment,
and by carrying on their own war (as I may term
it) with the fame or greater lukewarmnefs than
what they had fo lately exclaimed againft in the
fame minifter; they convinced, I fay, the whole
nation that the welfare of the public, and the
protetion of our trade had not the leaft fhare in
the real motives of their condud,

But as the Carthaginian hiftory during this
period, is immediately blended with the Roman,
to avoid repetition, 1 am obliged to defer my
farther remarks upon the conduct of this people,
tili 1 {peak of the difference between the civil and
military polity, and manners of both thofe nations,

! The firlt Edition of this work appeared in 1759.
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