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S E Qi 1

Occafion of this Dnquiyy:

R ELIGION and Virtue appear in many refpects
fo nearly related, that they are generally prefumed
infeparable companions. And fo willing we are to
believe well of their union, that we hardly allow
it juft to fpeak, or even think of them apart. It
may, however, be queftioned, whether the practice
of the world, in this refpe@, be anfwerable to our
fpeculation. It 1s certain that ‘ve fometimes meet
with initances which feem to make againft this
general fuppolition. We have known people, who
having the appearance of great zeal in religion ;
have yet wanted even the common affections of
humanity, and fhown themfelves extremely dege-
nerate and corrupt. Others, again, who have paid
hittle regard to religion, and been confidered as
mere Atheifts, have yet been obferved to pradife
the rules of morality , and act in many cafes with
fuch good meaning and affection towards man-
kind, as might feem to force an acknowledgment
of their being virtuous. And, in general, we find
mere moral principles of fuch weight, that, jn
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our dealings with men, we are feldom fatisfied
by the fullet affurance given us of their zeal in
religion, till we hear fomething further of their
characer. If we are told, a man is religious, we
ftill afk, « What are his morals 2”7 But if we hear
at firlt that he has honeft, moral principles, and is
a man of natural jultice and good temper, we
feldom think of the other queftion, © Whether
“ he be religious and devout ?”

This has given occafion to inquire, < What
« honefty or Virtue is, confidered by itfelf; and
« in what manner it is influenced by religion:
« How iar religion neceffarily implies virtue; and
« whether it be a true faying, That it is impoflible
« for an Atheift to be virtuous, or fhare any real
« degree of honefty or Merit.”

And here it cannot jultly be wondered at, if
the method of explaining things fhould appear
fomewhat unufual; fince the fubjec- matter has
been fo little examined, and is of fo nice and
dangerous fpeculation. For fo much 1s the religi-
ous part of mankind alarmed by the freedom of
fome late pens, and fo great a jealoufy is raifed
every where on this account, that whatever an
author may fuggelt in favor of religion, he will
gain little credit in the caunfe, if he allows the
lealt advantage to any other principle. On the
other fide, the men of wit and raillery, whofe
pleafanteft entertainment is in the expofling the
weak fides of religion, are fo defperately afraid of
being drawn into any {erious thoughts of it, that
they look upon a man as guilty of foul play,
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who affumes the air of a free writer, and at the
fame time preferves any regard for the principles
of natural religion. They are apt to give as little
quarter as they receive; and are refolved to think
as 1ll of the morals of their antagonifts, as their
antagonifts can poflibly think of theirs. Neither of
them, it feems, will allow the lealt advantage to
the other. It i1s as hard to perfuade one fort, that
there is any virtue in religion, as the other, that
there 1s any wvirtue out of the verge of their
particular community. So that, between botl, an
author mult pafs his time ill, who dares plead for
religion and moral virtue, without leffening the
force of either; but allowing to each its proper
province , and due rank, would hinder their being
made enemies by detraction.

However it be, if we would pretend to give the
lealt new light, or explain any thing effectually,
within the intended compals of this inquiry, it 1s
neceflary to take things pretty deep; and endeavour,
by fome fhort'fcheme, to reprefent the original of
each opinion, whether natural or unnatural, relats
ing to the Deity. And if we can happily get clear
of this thorny part of our philofophy, the reft, it
1s hoped, may prove more plain and eafy.
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S BRC L. ‘IL

State of opinious.

IN the whole of things, or in the univerfe,
either all is according to a good order, and the
moft agreeable to a general intereft; or there is
that which 1s otherwifle, and might poflibly have
been better conftituted, more wifely contrived,
and with more advantage to the general intereft of
beings, or of the whole.

If every thing which exifts be according to a
good order, and for the beft; then of neceflity
there 15 no fuch thing as real 1ll in the univerfe,
nothing Il with refpe& to the whole.

Whatfoever, then, is fo as that it could not
really have been better, or any way better ordered,
is perfectly good. Whatfoever in the order of the
world can be called Ill, mult imply a poffibility in
the nature of the thing to have been better con-
trived or ordered: for if it could not, it is perfet,
and as it fhould be.

Whatfoever is really 1ll , therefore, muft be
caufed or produced, either by defign, thatis to
fay, with knowledge and intelligence, or in defect
of this, by hazard and mere chance.

If there be any thing Il in the univerfe from
defign, then that which difpofes all things, is no
one good defigning principle. For either the one
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defigning principle is itfelf corrupt, or there is
fome other in being which operates contrarily, and
s 1L :

If there be any Ill in the univerle from mere
chance, then a defigning principle or mind, whether
good or bad, cannot be the caufe of all things.
And confequently, if there be fuppofed a defigning
principle, who is the caufe only of good, but
cannot prevent the ill which happens from chance,
or from a contrary ill defign; then there can be
fuppofed in reality no fuch thing as a fuperior
good defign or mind, other than what is impotent
and defective : for not to correct , or totally
exclude that ill of chance, or of a contrary ill
defign, muft proceed either from impotency or
l-will.

Whatfoever 1s fuperior in any degree over the
world, or rules in nature with difcernment and a
mind, i1s what, by univerfal agreement, men call
God. If there are feveral fuch fuperior minds,
they are fo many gods: but if that fingle, or
thofe feveral fuperiors, are not in their nature
necelfarily good, they rather take the name of
Dzmon.

To believe, therefore, that every thing is
governed, ordered, or regulated for the beft, by
a defigning principle or mind, neceffarily good and
permanent, 1s to be a perfe@ Theift.

To believe nothing of a defigning principle or
mind, nor any caufe, meafure, or rule of things,
but chance, fo that in nature neither the intereft
of the whole, nor of any particulars, can be faid to
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be in the laft defigned, purfued, or aimed at: is
to be a perfect Atheilt.

To believe no one fupreme defigning prirciple
or mind, but rather two, three, or more, though
in their nature good, is to be a Polytheift.

To believe the governing mind, or minds, not
abfolutely and neceflarily good, nor confined to
what is beft, but capable of ading accordirg to
mere will or fancy, 1s to be a Demonift.

There are few who think always confiltently,
or according to one certain hypothefis, upon any
fubject fo abftrule and intricate as the caufe of all
things, and the ccconomy or government of the
univerfe. For it 1s evident in the cafe of the moft
devout people, even by their own confeflion,
that there are times when their faith hardly can
fupport them in the belief of a fupreme wifdom;
and that they are often tempted to judge difadvan-
tageoufly of a providence, and juft adminiftration
in the whole.

That alone, therefore, is to be called a man’s
opinion, which is of any other the moft habitual
to him, and occurs upon moft occafions. So that
it is hard to pronounce certainly of any man, that
he is an Atheilt ; becaufe, unlefs his whole thoughts
are, at all feafons, and on all occafions, {teadily
bent againft all fuppofition or imagination of
defign in things, he is po perfect Atheift. In the
fame manner, if a man’s thoughts are not at all
times fleady and refolute againft all imagination
of chance, fortune, or ill defign in things, he is
no perfect Theift. But if any one believes more of
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chance and confufion than of defign, he is to be
efteemed more an Atheift than a Theilt, from
that which moft predominates, or has the afcend-
ant. And in cale he believes more of the preva-
lency of an ill-defigning principle, than of a good
one, he is rather a Dzmonift; and may be jultly
foecalled, from the fide to which the balance of
his judgment moft inclines.

All thefe forts, both of Dxmonifm, Polytheifm,
Atheifm , and Theifm, may be mixed *. Religion

T As thus:

1. Theifm with Demonifm; 2. Dzmonifm with Polytheifm;
g. Theifm with Atheifm; 4. Dazmonifm with Atheifm; §. Po-
lytheifm with Atheifm; 6. Theilm , as it ftands in oppofition to
Dxmonifm, and denotes goodnefs in the fuperior Deity, with
Polytheifms; 7. The fame Theifm or Polytheifm with Dzmon-
ifm; 8. Or with Dzmonifm and Atheilm. ;

. As when #he one chief mind, or fovereign being, is, in the
believer's fenfe, divided between a good and an ill nature, by
being the caufe of ill as well as good: or otherwife, when fwe
diftin® and contrary principles fubfift; one, the author of all
good, the other of all ill.

2. As when there is not ome, but feweral corrupt minds who
govern; which opinion may be called Polydamonifin.

3. As when chance is not excluded , but God and chance
divide.

4. As when an evil demon and chance divide.

5. As when many minds and chance divide.

6. As when there are more principal minds than one, but
agreeing in good, with one and the fame will and realon.

#. As when the fame fyftem of Deity or correfponding Deity
fubfifts, together with a contrary principle, or with feveral con-
trary principles or governing minds.

$. As when the laft cafe is, together with chance.

B 4
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excludes only perfect Atheifm. Perfe@t Demonifts
undoubtedly there are in religion ; becaule we
know whole nations who worhip a devil or fiend,
to whom they facrifice and offer prayers and
fupplications, in reality on no other account than
becaule they fear him. And we know very well,
that , in fome religions , there are thofe who
exprefsly give no other idea of God, than of a
being arbitrary, violent, caufing ill, and ordaining
to mifery ; which in effect is the fame as to fubfti.
tute a Demon, or devil, in his room.

Now, fince there are thefe feveral opinions
concerning a fuperior power; and fince there may
. be found perhaps fome perfons who have no
formed opinion at all upon this fubjed, either
through fcepticifm , negligence of thought, or
confufion of judgment; the confideration is, how
any of thefe opinions, on this want of any certain
opinion, may poflibly confit with Virtue and
Merit, or be compatible with an honeft or moral
character.
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P ool o8 R

$B.CT. L

A conftitution. Whole and parts. Intereft or end in
creatures. [Tntereft of the [pecies. Goodmefs, Private
good. Private [yflem. Syflem of the [pecies. Animal
Syftem. Syftem of the earth. Planetary [yftern. Usiverful
Jyflenms. Abfolute ill. Relative ill. Good and ill man.
Goodnefs through affecfion.

\’V HEN we refle&® on any ordinary frame or
conftitution, either of art or nature; and confider
how hard it 1s to give the lealt account of a
particular part, without a competent knowledge
of the whole ; we need not wonder to find our-
felves at a lofs in many things relating to the
conftitution and frame of Nature herfelf. For to
what end in nature many things, even whole
fpccies of creatures, refer, or to what purpofe they
ferve, will be hard for any one juftly to determine:
but to what end the many proportions and various
thapes of parts in many creatures acually ferve,
we are able, by the help of ftudy and obfervation,
to demonftrate with great exactnefs.

We know that every creature has a. private
good and intereft of his own; which Nature has
compelled him to feek, by all the advantages
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afforded him, within the compafls of his make.
We know that there is in reality a right and a
wrong ftate of every creature; and that his right
ove is by nature forwarded, and by himfelf affec-
tionately fought There bema‘ therefore in every
creature a certain intereft or good, there muft be
alfo a certain End, to which every thing in his
conflitution muft naturally refer. To this End if
any thing, either in his appetites, paflions, or
affections, be not conducing, but the contrary ;
we muft of neceflity own it ill to him. And in
this manner he is ill with refpect to himfelf; as
he certainly is with refpect to others of his kind,
when any fuch appetites or paffions make him any
way injurious to them. Now, if, by the natural
conftitution of any rational creature, the fame
irregularities of appetite which make him ill to
others, make him ill alfo to himfelf; and if the
fame regularity of affections which canfes him to
be good in one fenfe, caufes him to be good alfo
in the other; then is that goodnefs by which he
1s thus ufeful to others, a real good and advantage
to himfelf. And thus virtue and interelt may be
found at laft to agree.

Of this we fhall confider particularly in the
latter part of our inquiry. Our firlt defign is, to
fee if we can clearly determine, what that quality
1s to which we give the name of goodnefs, or
Virtue.

Should a hiftorian or traveller delcribe to us
a certain creature of a more folitary difpofition
than ever was yet heard of ; one who had neither
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mate nor fellow of any kind ; nothing of his own
likenels , towards which he ftood well affected or
inclined ; nor any thing without, or beyond
himfelf , for which he had the lealt paflion or con-
cern : we might be apt to fay perhaps, without
much hefitation , © That this was doubtlefs a very
« melancholy creature; and that, in this unfociable
« and fullen ftate, he was like to have a very
<« difconfolate kind of life.” But if we were
affured , that, notwithftanding all appearances,
the creature enjoyed himfelf extremely , had a
great relifb of life , and was in nothing wanting
to his own good ; we might acknowledge perhaps,
«That the creature was no monfter, nor abfurdly
« conftituted as to himfelf.” But we fhould hardly,
after all, be induced to fay of him, * That he
« was a good creature.”  However, {hould it be
urged againft us, « That fuch as he was, the
< creature was {till perfe@ in'himfelf, and therefore
« to be eftcemed good; for what had he to do
<« with others ?” in this fenfe , indeed, we might
be forced to acknowledge , “That he was a good
« creature, if he could be underftood to be abfolute
« and complete in him{elf ; without any real relation
« to any thing in the univerfe befides. PEL T o
fhould there be any where in nature a {yftem, of
which this living creature was to be confidered as
a part, then could he no wife be allowed good ,
whillt he plainly appeared to be fuch a part, as
made rather to the harm than good of that fyftem
or whole in which he was included.

If therefore , in the ftru&ure of this or any
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other animal, there be any thing which points
beyond himfelf, and by which he is plainly dif-
covered to have relation to fome other being or
nature befides his own , then will this animal un-
doubtedly be efteemed a part of fome other fyftem.
For inftance, if an animal has the proportions of a
male, it fhows he has relation to a female. And
the refpective proportions both of the male and
female will be allowed, doubtlefs, to have a joint
relation to another exiftence and order of things
beyond themfelves. So that the creatures are both
of them to be confidered as parts of another fyltem;
which is that of a particular race or fpecies of
living creatures, who have fome one common
nature, or are provided for, by fome one order
or conftitution of things fubfifting together, and
co-operating towards their confervation and
fupport.

In the fame manner, if a whole {pecies of
animals contribute to the exiftence or well- being
of fome other; then is that whole fpecies in general
a part only of fome other fyftem.

For inftance : To the exiftence of the fpider,
that of the fly is abfolutely neceflary.  The
heedlefs flight, weak frame, and tender body of
this latter infe& , fits and determines him as much
a prey, as the rough make , watchfulnefs, and
cunning of the former, fits him for rapine, and
the infnaring part. The web and wing are
fuited to each other. And in the firucture of
each of thele animals, there is as apparent and
perfect a relation to the other, as in our own
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bodies there is a relation of limbs and organs, or,
as in the branches or leaves of a tree, we fec a
relation of each to the other , and all in common
to one root and trunk.

In the fame manner are flies alfo neceffary to
the exiftence of other creatures, both fowls and
fih. And thus are other fpecies or kinds fubfer-
vient to one another; as being parts of a certain
fyltem , and included in one and the fame order
of beings,

So that there is a fyftem of all animals; an
animal order or ceconomy, according to which the
animal affairs are regulated and difpofed.

Now , if the whole fyftem of animals, together
with that of vegetables ,» and all other things in
this inferior world , be properly comprehended
in one fyftem of a globe or earth ; and if , again,
this globe or earth itfelf appears to have a real
dependence on fomething ftill beyond ; as, for
example , either on its fun, the galaxy, or its
fellow - planets ; then is it in reality a Parc only of
fome other fyftem. And if it be allowed, that
there is in like manner a Syftem of all things,
and a univerfal nature ; there can be no parti
cular being or fyftem, which is not either good
or ill in that general one of the univerfe : for if
it be infignificant, and of no ufe, it is a fault or
imperfection , and confequently ill in the general
{yftem.

Therefore , if any being be wholly and really
Ill, it muft be ill with refpect to the univerfal
fyftem ; and then the fyRem of the univerfe is il
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or imperfet. But if the ill of one private {yftem
be the good of others ; if it makes Rill to the
good of the general fyftem , ( as when one
creature lives by the deftruction of another . one
thing is generated from the corruption of an-
other, or one planetary fyftem or vortex may
fwallow up another), then is the ill of that private
fyltem no real ill in itfelf ; any more than the
pain of breeding teeth is ill, in a fyftem or body
which 1s fo conftituted , that, without this oc-
cafion of pain, it would fuffer worle ,
defective.

So that we cannot fay of any being, that it is
wholly and abfolutely ill, unlefs we can pofitively
fhow and afcertain, that what we call Ill is no
where Good befides, in any other fyftem
with refpe& to any othe
whatfoever.

But were there in the world any entire fpecies
of animals defirucive to every other, it might
be juftly called an ill fpecies , as being ill in the
animal fyftem. And if in any fpecies of animals ,
as in men, for example , one man is of a nature

pernicious to the reft , heis in this refpect Jultly
ftyled an ill man.

by being

, Or
r order or cconomy

We do not , however, fay of any one, that he
is an ill man , becaufe he has the plague - fpots
upon him , or becaufe he has convulfive fits which
make him ftrike and wound fuch as approach
him. Nor do we fay, on the other fide, that he
is a2 good man, when having his hands tied up,
hg is hindered from doing the mifchief he defigns;



Part 2. § 2. CONCERNING VIRTUE. 15

or , which is in a manner the fame, when he
abRains from executing his 1ll purpofe, through
a fear of fome impending punifhment , or through
the allurement of fome exterior reward.

So that in a fenfible creature, that which is not
done through any affe&tion at all , makes neither
good nor ill in the nature of that creature ; who
then only is fuppofed good, when the good or ill
of the fyftem to which he has relation, is the
immediate obje& of fome paffion or affection
moving him.

Since it is therefore by affe@ion merely that
a creature is efteemed good or ill, natural or
unnatural ; our bufinefs will be, to examine which
are the good and natural , and which the ill and
unnatural affections.

S ALl

Private or Self-affeclion.  Temper.

IN the firlt place, then, it may be obferved ,
that if there be an affection towards any fubject
confidered as private good , which is not really
fuch , but imaginary ; this affeion, as being
fuperfluous, and detra&ting from the force of other
requifite and good affections, is in itfelf vicious
and ill , even in refpect of the private intereflt or
happinefs of the creature.

If there can poflibly be fuppofed in a creature
fuch an affe¢tion towards felf-good, as is actually,




16 AN INQUER¥ Book 1.

in its natural degree , conducing to his private
intereft , and at the fame time inconfiftent with
the public good ; this may indeed be called fiill
a vicious affe@ion : and on this fuppolition, a
creature * cannot feally be good and natural in
refpect of his fociety or public, without being
ill and unnatural towards himfelf.  But . if the
affection be then only injurious to the fociety ,
when it is immoderate, and not fo when 1E4 s
moderate, duly tempered , and allayed ; then 1s
the immoderate degree of the affection truly vi-
cious, but not the moderate. And thus, if there
be found in any creature a more than ordinary
felf - concernment , or regard to private good,
which is inconfiftent with the intereft of the fpecies
or public; this muft in every refpect be elteemed
an 1l and vicious affetion. And this is what we
commonly call Selfifhnefs , and difapprove fo
much , in whatever creature we happen to dif-
cover it ",

On the other fide , if the affe@ion towards
private or felf good, however felfifh it may be
elteemed , is in reality not only confiltent with
public good, but in fome meafure contributing
to 1t ; if it be fuch . perhaps, as, for the good of
the fpecies in general , every individual ought to
fhare ; 1t is fo far from being ill , or blameable
in any feofe , that it mult be acknowledged ab-
folutely neceflary to conftitute a creature good.

! Infra, book 3. part 1. § 1. parag. §. book 2. part 2. § 3.
parag. 1. &J. * Vol. 1. p. 102.

For
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For if the want of fuch an affedtion as that towards
felf- prefervation, be injurious to the fpecies ; a
creature is ill and unnatural, as well through this
defect, as through the want of any other natural
affe@¢ion.  And this no one would doubt to pro-
nounce , if he faw a man who minded not any
precipices which lay in his wav, nor made any
diftinction of food , diet, clothing , or whatever
elfe related to his health and being. The fame
would be averred of one who bad a difpofition
which rendered him averfe to any commerce with
womankind, and of confequence unfitted him’,
through 1l}nefs of temper, and not merely through
a defect of conftitution, for the propagation of his
fpecies or kind.
Thus the affection towards felf- good, may be

a good affection, or an ill one. For if this pri

vate affection be too ftrong , (as when the excef-
five love of life unfits a creature for any generous
act), then is it wndoubtedly vicious ; and if
vicious , the creature who 1s moved by it, is
v;umlﬂy moved , and can never be otherwife thm
vicious in fome degree , when moved by that
affection. Therefore, if through fuch an earpeft
and paffionate love of life’, a creature be acci-
dentally induced to do good, (as he might be
upon the fame terms induced to do 1!}, he is no
more a good creature for this good he executes,
than a man is the more an honeft or good man,
either for pleading a juft canfe, or fighting in a
good one , for the fake merely of his fee or
{tipend.

Vor. IL C
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Whatfoever therefore is done which happens
to be advantageous to the fpecies, through an
affeGtion  merely towards felf- good, does not
imply any more goodnefs in the creature than as
the affection itfelf is good. Let him , in any
particular , act ever fo well , if, at the bottom | it
be that felfifh affection alone which moves him,
he is in himfelf ftill vicious. Nor can any creature
be confidered otherwife , when the paflion to-
wards felf- good, though ever fo moderate , is his
real motive, in the doing that to which a natural
affe@ion for his kind ought by right to have
inclined him.

And indeed , whatever exterior helps or fuc-
cours an ill-difpofed creature may find, to pufh
him on towards the performance of any one good
action ; there can no goodnefs arife in him ull his
temper be fo far changed , that in the iffue he
comes in earnelt to be led by fome immediate
affe@ion, diredly , and not accidentally , to good ,
and againft 11l

For inftance : If one of thofe creatures fup-
pofed to be by nature tame, gentle, and favor-
able to mankind , be, contrary to his natural
conftitution , fieres and favage ; we inftantly re-
mark the breach of temper, and own the crea-
ture to be unnatural and corrupt. If , at any
time afterwards, the fame creature , by good for-
tune , or right management , comes to iofe his
fiercenefs , and is made tame, gentle, and treat-
able , like other creatures of bis kind , it 1s
acknowledged , that the creature thus reftored
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becomes good and natural. Suppofe now , thae
the creature has indeed a tame and gentle carriage
but that 1t proceeds only from the fear of his
keeper ; which if fet afide, his predominant paf-
fion inftantly breaks out; then 15 his gentlenefs
not his’ real temper ; but his true and genuine
nature , ot natural temper, temaining’ jult as it
was, the creature 1s flill as'1ll as ever.

Nothing therefore bemg properly either good-
nels or illoefs in a creature’, except WHit' is from
natural temper ; “ A giod creature is fuch a one
“ as, by the natural temper or bent of his affcd:
“ tions, 1s carried primarily and immediut'f‘:ly, and
“ not fecondarily and accidentally, to good,
“ and agamft ill : " and an ill creature is juft thé
contrary , viz. “ One who is wanting in right
“ affections, of force enough to carry him diieé’tly
“ towards good , and bear him out agaioft ill ;

- who is cartied by mher Jﬁ‘mtlons dzreéliy to
“all, and .igmn[l good. ’

Vhen, in general , all the aﬂ"cctmns or paflions
are fuited to the public gdod, or good of the
fpecies ; as above mentioned ; then is the natural
temper entirely good. If, on the contrary, any
requifite paflion be wanting , or if there be
any oue fupernumerary, or weak , or any wife

differviceable, or contrary to that main end ; then

is the natural temper, and confequently the creature
himfelf, in fome meafure corrupt and ill.

There is no need of mentioning either envy,

malice, forwardnefs, or other fuch hateful paffions ;

to fhow 1n what manuer they are ill; and conftitudé
(S
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an. ill creature. But it may be neceflary. perhaps
to remark , that even as to kindnefs and love of
the. moft natural fort, fuch as that of any
creature for its offspring , if it be immoderate
and beyond a certain degree, it is undoubtedly
vicious. For thus over.great tendernefs deftroys
the effect of love , and. exceffive pity renders us
incapable of gnm{{ fuccour. Hence the excefs of
mothuiy lovc is owned to be a vicious fondnels;
ovg{ mp:p pity , effeminacy and weaknefs ; over-
grmt concern _for, felf - prefervation. , meannefs
and cowardice ;: too lltfle rafhonefs ;. and none
at all, or that which is a.ontrar_v , viz. a paffion
leading to felf-deltruction, a mad and defperate
depravity. :

B9 e 0 e 1 P

Reflex affection.  Moval beauty and deforinity:  Public
" Good lai objet. Goodnels and wvirtue. Unéqgaeal
affeétion y or iniquity. Iinpaived  [enfe. Corrupt

opiwion. Right and wrong. Vice in opinion. Vicious
woorship.  Vicious cuflo.

BUT to proceed from what is efteemed mere
goodnefs , and lies within the reach and capacrty
of all fenfible creatures, to that which is called
Virtue or Merit, and is allowed to man only :

In a creature capable of forming general no-
tions of things, not only the outward beings
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which offer themfelves to the fenfe, are the objects
of the affe®ion ; but the very actions themfelves,
and the affections of pity , kindnefs , gratitude,
and their contraries, being brought into the mind
by refle®ion , become objects. So that, by
means of this reflected fenfe, there arifes another
kind of affetion towards thofe very affections
themfelves , which have been already felt, and
are now become the fubjett of a new liking or
diflike.

The cale is the fame in the mental or moral
fubjecs, as in the ordinary bodies, or common
fubjeé@s of fenfe. The fhapes, motions, colors,
and proportions of thefe latter being prefented to
our eye , there npeceflarily refults a beauty or
deformity *, according to the different meafure ,
arrangement , and difpofition of their feveral
parts.  So in behaviour aod ‘adions, when
prefented to our underftanding , there mult be
found , of neceflity , an apparent difference,
according to the regularity or irregularity of the
{ubjedts.

The Mind, which is fpe@ator or auditor of other
minds, cannot be without 1ts eye and ear, fo as
to difcern proportion, diftinguifh found, and fcan
each fentiment or thought which comes before it.
It can let nothing efcape its cenfure. It feels the
foft and har(h, the agreeable and difagreeable. m
the affections ; and finds a foul and fair, a har-
monious and a diffonant, as really and truly here,

* Rhapfody , part 3. § 2. parag. 42. in this volume.
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as in any mufical numbers, or in the outward
forms or reprefentations of fenfible things. Nor
can it * with.hold its admiration and ecltafy , its
averfion and fcorn, any more 1n what relates to
one than to the other of thefe fubjeds. So that to
deny the common and natural fenfle of a fublime
and beautiful in things, will appear in affe@ation
merely ', to any one who confiders duly of this
affair.

Now, as in the fenfible kind of objects , the
{pecies or images of bodies , colors, and founds,
are perpetually moving before our eyes, and
acting on our fenfes, even when we fleep; fo in
the moral and intellectual kind , the forms and
images of things are no lefs active and incumbent
on the mind, at all feafons, and even when the
real obje@s themfelves are abfent.

In thefe vagrant characters or picures of man-
ners, which the mind of neceflity figures to itfelf,
and carries ftill about with it; the heart cannot
poflibly remain neutral; but conftantly takes part
one way or other. However falfe or corrupt it
be within itfelf, it finds the difference, as to
beauty and comelinefls, between one heart and
another, one turn of affe®ion, one bebaviour,
one fentiment and another, and accordingly , in
all difincerefted cafes, muft approve in fome mea-
fure of what is paturzl and honeft, and difapprove
what is difhoneft and corrupt,

* Rhapfody, part 3. § 2. parag. 43. &5c.
¥ Vol 1. p. 76, 77. Mifc. 3. ch. 1. parag. 6. &c. in vol. L%
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Thus the feveral motions , inclinations, pal-
fions, difpofitions, and confequent carriage and
behaviour of creatures in the various parts of
life , being in feveral views or perfpectives repre-
fented to the mind, which readily difcerns the
good and ill towards the fpecies or public; there
arifes 2 new trial or exercife of the heart: which
muft either rightly and foundly affet what is jult
and right , and difaffet what is contrary; or
corruptly affect what 1s ill, and difaffet what is
worthy and good.

And in this cafe alone it is wé call any crea.
ture worthy or virtuous, when it can have the
notion of a public intereft , and can attain the
fpeculation or fcience of what is morally good or
ill, admirable or blameable, right or wrong. For
though we may vulgarly call an 1ll horfe vicious ,
yet we never fay of a good one, nor of any mere
beaft , idiot, or changeling, though ever fo good-
patured , that he is worthy or virtuous.

So that if a creature be generous, kind, con-
ftant, compaffionate ; yet if he cannot reflet on
what he himfelf does, or fees others do, fo as
to take notice of what is worthy or honeft, and
make that notice or conception of worth and
honefty to be an objec of his affection, he bas not
the characer of being wvirtuous: for thus, and
no otherwife , he is capable of having a fenfe of
right or wrong ; a fentiment or judgment of what
is done, through jult, equal, and good affection,
or the contrary. ;

Whatloever is done through any unequal affec:

Ca
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tion , Is iniquitous , wicked , and wrong. If the
affection be equal, found, and good, and the fub-
ject of the affection fuch as may with advantage
to fociety be ever in the fame manner profecuted
or affected; this muft neceflarily conflitute what
we call equity and right in any adion. For
Wrong is not fuch action as is barely the caufe
of harm, fince at this rate a dutiful fon aiming
at an enemy , but by miltake or ill chance hap-
pening to kill his father, would do a wrong :
but when any thing is done through infufficient
or unequal affetion, as when a fon fhows no
concern for the fafety of a father ; or, where there
1s need of fuccour, prefers an indifferent perfon to
him, ‘this is of the nature of wrong.

Neither can any weaknefs or imperfeion in
the fenfes be the occafion of iniquity or wrong
if the object of the mind itfelf be not at any
time abfurdly framed, nor any way Improper,
but fuitable, juflt, and worthy of the opinion and
affection applied to it. For if we will fuppofe a
man, who being found and entire both in his rea-
fon and affeGtion, has neverthelefs fo depraved a
conltitution or frame of body, that the natural
objects are, through his organs of fenle, as through
il glaffes , falfly conveyed and mifreprefented ;
it will be foon obferved, in fuch a perfon’s cafe,
that fince his failure 1s not in his principal or
leading part, he cannot in himfelf be eftcemed
miquitous or unjuft.

It is otherwife in what relates to opinion, be-
lief, or fpeculation. For as the extravagance of
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judgment or belief is fuch, that in fome coun-
tries even monkeys , cats, crocodiles, and other
vile or deftruétive animals, have been efteemed
holy, and worfhipped even as deities; fhould 1t
appear to any one of the religion or belief of
thofe countries, that to fave fuch a creature as a
cat, preferably to a parent, was right; and that
other men, who had not the fame religious opi-
nion, were to be treated as enemics, till convert-
ed; this would be certainly wrong, and wicked
in the believer: and every action, grounded on
this belief, would be an iniquitous, wicked, and
vicious action.

And thus whatfoever caufes a mifconception or
mifapprehenfion of the worth or value of any ob-
ject, fo as to diminifh a due, or raife any undue,
irregular, or unfocial affection, muflt neceffarily be
the occalion of wrong. Thus he who affects or
loves a man for the fake of fomething which is
reputed honorable, but which is in reality vicious,
is bimfelf vicious and ill. The beginnings of this

: corruption may be noted in many occurrences: as
when an ambitious man, by the fame of his high
attempts, a conqueror or a pirate by his boafted
enterprifes, raifes in another perfon an efteem
and admiration of that immoral and inhuman
charaéter , which deferves abhorrence ; it is then
that the hearer becomes corrupt, when he fecretly
approves the ill he hears. But, on the other fide,
the man who loves and efteems another, as be-
lieving him to have that virtue which he has not,
but only counterfeits, is not on this account eicher
viclous ci corrupi.
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A miftake therefore in fa& being no caufe or
fign of ill affection, can be po caule of vice. Bur
a miftake of right being the caufe of unequal affec-
tion, muft of neceflity be the caufe of vicious ac-
tion, in every intelligent or rational being.

But as there are many occafions where the
matter of right may even to the moft difcerning
part of mankind appear difficuit, and of doubtful
decifion , it 1s not a flight miftake of this kind
which can deftroy the character of a virtuous or
worthy man. But when, either through fuperftition
orill cultom, there come to be very grofls miftakes
in the aflignment or application of the affection;
when the miftakes are either in their nature fo
grofs, or fo complicated and frequent, that a
creature cannot well live in a natural flate; nor
with due affections, compatible with human fo.
cicty and civil life; then 1s the character of Virtue
forfeited.

And thus we find how far Worth and Virtue
depend on a knowledge of right and wrong,
and on a ufe of reafon, fufficient to fecure a right
application of the affections; that nothing horrid
or unnatural , nothing unexemplary, nothing def-
tructive of that natural affetion by which the
{pecies or fociety is upheld, may, on any account,
or through any prmmple or notion of honor or
religian, be at any time affected or profecuted as
a good and proper object of efteem. For fuch a
principle as this muft be wholly vicious: and what-
focver is acted upon it, can be no other than vice
and immorality. - And thus, if there be any thing
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which teaches men either treachery, ingratitude,
or cruelty, by divine warrant, or under color and
pretence of any prefent or future good to mankind;
if there be any rhing which teaches men to per-
fecute their friends * through love, or to torment
captives of war in fport, or to offer human facri-
fice *; or to torment, macerate, or mangle thems-
felves, in a religious zeal, before their God; or
to commit any fort of barbarity , or brutality , as
amiable or becoming : be it cultom which gives
applaufe, or religion which gives a fancion;
this Is not, nor ever can be virtue, of any kind,
or in any fenfe; but mult remain {till horrid de-
pravity, notwithftanding any fafhion, law, cuftom,
or religion, which may be ill and vicious itfelf;
but can never alter the eternal meafures, and im-
mutable, independent nature of worth and Virtue.

s E
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Senfible and rational objects. Trial of virtue. Degrees
of wirtue,

UPON the whole: As to thofe creatures who
are only capable of being moved by fenfible ob-

jeéts , they are accordingly good or vicious,
as the fenfible affections ftand with them. It is

* Vol. 1. p. 14, 15.; Mifc. 2. chap. 3. parag. 37. in vol. 3.
! Mifc. 3, chap. 3. parag. §z.
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otherwife in creatures capable of framing rational
objelts of moral good. For in one of this kind .
fhould the fenfible affections ftand ever fo much
amifs 3 yet if they prevail not, becaufe of thofe
other rational affe@ ons fpoken of, it is evident,
the temper {till holds good in the main; and the
perfon is with jultice efteemed virtuous by all
men.

More than this, if by temper any one is paffion-
ate, angry , feartul, amorous, yet refilts thefe
paffions, and, notwithftanding the force of their
impreflion, adheres to virtue; we fay commonly
in this cafe, that the virtue is the greater: and
we fay well: Though if that which reftrains the
perfon, and holds him to a virtuous-like bebaviour,
be no affection towards goodnefs or virtue itfelf,
but towards private good merely, he is not in
reality the more virtnous; as has been fhown
before. But this ftill is evident, that if voluntarily,
and without foreign conftraint, an angry temper
bears, or an amorous one refrains, fo that neither
any cruel or immodeft a&tion can be forced from
fuch a perfon, though ever fo ftrongly tempted
by his conftitution; we applaud his virtue above
what we fhould naturally do, if he were free of
this temptation, and thefe propenfitics. At the
fame time , there is no body will fay, that a
propenfity to vice can be an mgredient in virtue,
or any way necellary to complete a virtuous
character.

There feems therefore to be fome kind of
difficulty in the cafe: but it amounts only to this.
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If there be any part of the temper in which ill
paffions or affections are feated, whillt 10 anothet
part the affections towards moral good are fuch as
abfolutely to mafter thofe attempts of their anta-
gonifts; this is the greatelt proof imaginable, that
a ftrong principle of virtue lies at the bottom,
and has poffeffed itfelf of the patwral temper:
whereas, if there be no ill paffions ftirring, a
perfon may be indeed more cheaply virtuous; that
is to" fay , he may conform himfeif to the known
rules of virtue, without {haring fo much of a
virtuous principle as another. Yet if that other
perfon, who has the principle of virtue fo firongly
implanted , comes at laft to lofe thofe contrary
impediments fuppofed in him, he certainly lofes
nothing in virtue; but, on the contrary, lofing
only what is vicious in his temper, is lefc more
entire to virtue, and pofleffes it in a higher
degree.

Thus is virtue (hared in different degrees by
rational creatures, fuch at leaft as are called
rational ; but who come fhort of that found and
well-etablithed reafon which alone can conflitute
a jult affection, a uniform and fteady will and
refolution. And thus vice and virtue are found
varioufly mixed, and alternately prevalent in the
feveral characters of mankind. For it feems evident
from our inquiry, that how ill foever the temper
or paflions may ftand with refpect either to the
fen(ible or the moral objects; however paflionate,
furious, luftful, or cruel, any creature may become;
however vicious the mind ke, ‘or whatever ill
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tules or principles it goes by ; yet if there be any
flexiblenefs or favorable inclination towards the
lealt moral object, the lealt appearance of moral
good, (as if there be any fuch thing as kindnefs,
gratitude, bounty, or compaffion), there is il
fomething of virtue left; and the creature is not
wholly vicious and unnatural.

Thus a ruffian, who, out of a fenfe of fidelity
and honor of any kind, refufes to difcover his
affoctates ; and rather than betray them, is content
to endure torments and death ; has certainly fome
principle of virtue, however he may mifapply it.
It was the fame cafe with that malefactor, who,
rather than do the office of executionei to  his
companions, chofe to keep them company in their
execution,

In fhort, as it feems hard to pronounce of any
man, “ That he is ablofutely an Acheilt;” fo it
appears altogether as hard to pronounce of any
man, “ That he is abfolutely corrupt or vicious; ”
there being few, even of the horrideft villains,
who have not fomething of virtue in this 1m per-
fet fenfe. Nothing is more jult than a known
faying, That it is as hard to find a man wholly
ill, as wholly good; becaufe » Wherever there is
any good affe&ion left, there is certamly fome
goodnefs or virtue fil} in being.

And having confidered thus of Vircue, What it
s in itfelf | we may now confider how it ftands

with refpec to the opinions concerning a Deity ,
as above mentioned.




Part 3. § . CONCERNING VIRTUL. 31

BooAc R Bl b

SE G 1ok
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Jenfe. How impaired: by oppofite affeddion , er antipa-
thy; mot by opinioin merely.

THF, nature of Virtue confilting , as has been
explained, in a certain juft difpofition, or propor-
tionable affe@tion of a rational creature towards
the moral objecs of right and wrong; nothing
can poflibly in fuch a creature exclude a prurcis
ple of virtue, or render it meffectual , except
what,

1. Bither takes away the natural and juft fenfe
of right and wrong;

2. Or creates a wrong fenfe of it;

3. Or caufes the right fenfe to be oppofed by
contrary affections.

On the other fide, nothing can affift or advance
the principle of virtue, except what either infome
manner nourifhes and promotes a fenle of right
and wrong, or preferves it genume and wvncor-
rupt; or caufes it, when fuch, to be obeyed, by
fubduing and fubjecting the other affections to it,

We are to confider, therefore, how any of the’
above - mentioned opinions on the fubject of a
Deity may iofluence in thefe cales, or produce
cither of thele three effects.




n

AN INQUIRY Book r.

(4]

1.°As to the firlt cafe, The taking away the
natural {enfe of right and wrong:

It will not furely be vnderftood, that by this
is meant the zking away the notion of what is
good or ill in the fpecies or fociety. For of the
reality of fuch a good and ill, no rational creature
can poflibly be infenfible. Every one difcerns and
owns a public interelt, and is confcious of what
affects his fellowfhip or community. When we fay
therefore of a creature, “That he has wholly loft
“ the fenfe of right and wrong;” we fuppofe,
that being able to difcern the good and ill of his
fpecies, he bhas at the fame time no concern for
either, nor any fenfe of excellency or bafenels in
any moral acion, relating to one or the other.
So that, except merely with refped to a private
and parrowly - confined felf- good, it is fuppofed
there 1s in fuch a creature no liking or diflike of
manners; no admiration or love of any thing as
morally good; nor hatred of any thing as morally
ill, be it ever fo unnatural or deformed.

There is in reality no rational creature what.
foever, who knows not, that when he voluntarily
offends, or does harm to any one, he cannot fail
to create an apprehenfion and fear of like harm,
and 'confequently a refentment and animofity in
every creature who oblerves him. So that the
offender muft needs be confcious of being liable
to fuch a treatment from every one, as if he had
in fome degree offended all.

Thus offence and mjury are always known as
punifhable by every one; and equal behaviour,
which
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which is therefore called Merit, as rewardable and
well-deferving from every one. Of this even the
wickedeft creature living muft have a fenfe. So
that if there be any further meaning in this fenfe
of right and wrong; if in reality there be any fenfe
of this kind which an abfolute wicked creature
has not; it mult confift in a real antipathy or
averfion to injuftice or wrong, and in a real affec-
tion or love towards equity and right, for its
own fake, and on the account of its own natural
beauty and worth.

Itis impoflible to fuppofe a mere fenfible creature
originally fo ill conftituted and unnatural, as that,
from the moment he comes to be tried by fenfible
objecs, he fhould have no one good paflion
towards his kind, no foundation either of pity,
lowe, kindnefs, or focial affection. It is full as
impoflible to conceive, that a rational creature
coming firlt to be tried by rational objects, and
receiving into his mind the images or reprefenta-
tions of juftice, generofity, gratitude, or other
virtue, fhould have no liking of thefe, or diflike
of their contraries; but be found abfolutely indiffer-
ent towards whatfoever is prefented to.him of
this fort. A foul, indeed, may as well be without
fenfe, as without admiration in the things of which
it has any knowledge. Coming therefore to a
capacity of feing and admiring in this new way,
it muft needs find a beauty aod a deformity, as
well in a&ions, minds, and tempers, as in figures,
founds, or colors. If there be no real amiablenefs
or deformity in moral acts, there is at lealt an

Yor. Il D
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imaginary one of full force. Though perhaps the
thing itfelf thould not be allowed in nature, the
imagination or fancy of it muft be allowed to be
from nature alone. Nor can any thing befides art
and ftrong endeavour, with long practice and
meditation, overcome fuch a natural prevention,
or prepoffeflion* of the mind, in favor of this
moral diftinétion.

Senfe of right and wrong, therefore, being as
natural to us as natural aftection itfelf, and being
a firlt principle in our conftitution and make; there
is no fpeculative opinion , perfuafion or belief,
which is capable immediately or direétly to ex-
clude or deftroy it. That which is of original and
pure nature, nothing befide contrary habit and
cuftom, a fecond nature, is able to difplace. And
this affection being an original one of earliclt rife
in the foul or affectionate part, nothing befide
contrary affection, by frequent check and control,
can operate upon it, fo as either to diminifh it in
part, or deftroy it in the whole.

It 15 evident, in what relates to the frame and
order of our bodies, that no particular odd mien
or gefture, which is either natural to us, and
confequent to our make, or accidental and by
habit acquired, can poffibly be overcome by our
immediate difapprobation, or the contrary bent of
our will, ever fo firongly fet againft it. Such a
change cannot be effected without extraordinary
means, and the iatervention of art and method,

* Rhapf. part. 3. § 2. parag. 39. §I. in this volume.
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a {tri¢t attention, and repeated check. And even
thus, pature, we find, is hardly maftered; but
lies fullen, and ready to revolt, on the firft occa-
fion. Much more is this the mind’s cafe in refpect
of that natural affection and anticipating fancy
which makes the fenfe of right and wrong. It is
mmpoflible that this can inftantly, or without much
force and violence, be efficed, or ftruck out of
the natural temper, even by meauns of the moft
excravagant belief or opinion in the world.

Weither Theifm, therefore, nor Atheifm, nor
Dzmonifm , nor any religious or irrcligious belief
of any kind, being able to operate immediately
or directly in this cafe, but indiredly, by the
intervention of oppolite or of favorable, affections,
calually excited by any fuch belief; we may con-
fider of this effect in our lalt cafe, where we
come to examine the agreement or difagreement
of other affeGtions, with this natural and moral
one which relates to right and wrong.

oot L B R

Corvuption of moral fenfe. Caufes of thls corrauption.
Cefloin. Superftition. Influence of veligion.

IT. AS to the fecond cale, viz. The wrong

fenfe or falfe 1magination of right and wrong:
This can proceed only from the force of cuftom

and education, in oppofition to nature; as may
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be noted in thofe countries, where, according to
cultom or politic mftitution , certain actions natu.-
rally foul and odious, are repeatedly viewed with
applaule, and honor afcribed to them. For thus it
1s poflible, that a man forcing himfelf, may eat the
flefh of his enemies, not only againft his ftomach,
but againft his nature, and think it neverthelefs
both right and honorable; as fuppofing it to be of
confiderable fervice to his community, and capable
of advancing the name, and [preading the terror
of his nation.

But to fpeak of the opinions relating to a Deity,
and what effect they may have in this place: As
to Atheilm, it does not feem that it can directly
have any effect at all towards the fetting up a falfe
fpecies of right or wrong. For, notwithftanding
a man may, through cultom, or by licentioufnefs
of practice, favored by Atheifm, come in time
to lofe much of his natural moral fenfe ; yet it
does not feem, that Atheifm fhould, of itfelf, be
the caufe of any eftimation or valuing of any
thing as fair, noble, and deferving , which was
the contrary. It can never, for infllance, make it
be thought , that the being able to eat man’s
flefh, or commit befliality, is good and excellent
in itfelf. But this is certain, that by means of
corrupt religion , or Superftition, many things
the moft horridly unnatural and inhuman, come
to be received as excellent, good, and laudabie
in themfelves,

Nor is this a wonder. For wherever any thing,
i its nature odious and abominable, is by. religion
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advanced, as the fuppofed will or pleafure of a
fupreme Deity ; 1f, in the eye of the believer, it
appears not indeed in any refpedt the lefs il or
odious on this account; then muft the Deity of
neceflity bear the blame, and be confidered as a
being naturally ill and odious, however: courted
and folicited , through miftruft and fear. But this
is what religion, in the main, forbids us to imagine.
It every where prefcribes elteem and honor 1
company with worfhip and adoration. When-
foever, therefore, it teaches the love and admira-
tion of a Deity, who has any apparent characten
of ill; it teaches at the fame time a love and
admiration of that ill, and caufes that to be taken
for good and amiable, which is in itfelf hornd
and deteftable.

For inftance: if Jupiter be he who is adored:
and reverenced ; and if his hiftory reprefents him
amoroufly inclined, and permitting his.defires of
this kind to wander in the loofeft manner; it is
certain that his worfhippers, believing this hfto-
ry to be literally and ftrictly true, mult of courfe
be taught a greater love of amorous and wanton
adts. If there be a religion, which teaches the
adoration and love of a God, whofle character
it is to be captous, and of high refentment, fub-
jeét to wrath and anger , furious, revengeful; and
revenging himfelf , when offended, on others
than thofe who gave the offence; and if there
be added to the characer of this God, a frau-
dulent difpofition, encouraging deceit and trea-
chery amongft men; favorable to a few, though
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for flight caufes, and cruel to the reft: it is evi-
dent, that fuch a religion as this being firongly
enforced , mult of neceflity raife even an appro-
bation and refpect towards the vices of this kind,
and breed a {uitable difpofition, a capricious, par-
tial , revengeful, and deccitful temper. For even
arregularities and enormities of a heinous kind,
mult in many cafes appear illuftrious, to one who
confiders them in a being admired and contem-
plated with the higheft honor and veneration.
This indeed muft be allowed, that, if in the
cult or worfhip of fuch a Deity, there be nothing
beyond common form, nothing befide what pro-
ceeds from mere example, cultom, conftraint,
or fear ; if there be at the bottom, no real heart-
inefs, no efteem or love implied, the worfhipper
perbaps may not be much mifled as to this notion
of right and wrong. If, in following the pre-
cepts of his fuppofed God, or doing what he
elteems neceffary towards the fatisfying of fuch
his Deity , he is compelled only by fear; and
contrary to his iclination, performs an a& which
he fecretly detefts as barbarous and unnatural ; then
has he an apprehenfion or fenfe ftill of right
and wrong, and, according to what has been al-
ready obferved, is fenfible of ill in the character
of his God, however cautious he may be of pro-
nouncing any thing on this fubjeét, or fo think-
ing of it, as to frame any formal or direct opi-
nion in the cafe. But if, by infenfible degrees,
as he proceeds in his religious faith and devout
exercife , he comes to be more and more recon.
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ciled to the malignity, arbitrarinefs, partiality,
or revengefulnefs of his believed Deity, his recon-
ciliation with thefe qualities themfelves will foon
grow in' proportion; and the moft cruel, unjult,
and barbarous ads, wil, by the power of this
example, be often confidered by him, not only
as jult and lawful, but as divine , and ‘worthy of
imitation,

For whoever thinks there is a God, and pre-
tends formally to believe that he is juft and good,
mult fuppofe, that there is independently fuch a
thing as jultice and injuftice, truth and falfhood ,
right and wrong, according to which he pronoun-
ces that God is juft, righteous, and true. [If the
mere will, decree, or law of God be faid ablo-
lutely to conftitute right and wrong, then are
thefe latter words of no fignificancy at alk
For thus, if each part of a contradiétion were
affirmed for truth by the fupreme power, they
would confequently become true. Thus, if one
perfon were decreed to fuffer for another’s fault,
the fentence would be juflt and equitable. And
thus, in the fame manner, if arbitrarily, and
without reafon , fome beings were defltined to en-
dure perpetual ill, and others as conftantly to en-
joy good; this alfo would pafs under the fame
denomination. But to fay of any thing that it
is juft or unjuft, on fuch a foundation as this,
is to fay nothing, or to fpeak without a meaning.

And thus it appears, that where a real devo-
tion and hearty worfhip is paid to a fupreme be-
ing, who in his hiftory or character is reprefented
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otherwife than as really and truly jult and good,
there muft enfue a lofs of rectitude, a difturb-
ance of thought, and a corruption of temper and
manners in the believer. His honefly will, of
neceflity , be fupplanted by his zeal , whilft he is
thus unnaturally influenced » and rendered thus im.
morally devout. .

To this we need only add, that as the il char-
acter of a God does injury to the affections of
men, and difturbs and impairs the natural fenfe
of right and wrong; fo, on the other bhand, no-
thing can more highly contribute to the fixing of
right apprehenfions , and a found judgment or
fenfe of right and wrong, than to believe a God
who is ever, and on all accounts, reprefented fuch
as to be acuwally a true model and example of
the moft exact jultice, and higheft goodnefs and
worth. Such a view of divine providence and
bounty , extended to all, and exprefled in a con-
ftant good affe@ion towards the whole, mult of
neceflicy engage s, within our compafs and {phere,
to act by a like principle and affection. And ha.
ving once the good of our {pecies or public in
view , as our end or aim ; it is impofiible we fhould
be mifguided by any means to a falfe apprehenfion
or fenfe of right or wrong. :

As to this fecond cale, therefore, Religion,
according as the kind may prove, is capable of
doing great good or harm; and A theifm nothing
pofitive in either way. For however it may be
indire@ly an occafion of men’s lofing a good and
{ufficient fenfe of right and wrong; it will not, as
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Atherfm merely , be the occafion of fetting up a
falfe fpecies of it; which only falfe religion, or
phantaftical opinion, derived commonly from fue
perftition and credulity, is able to effect.

TN DA 8l R

Oppofition of the affections. Rife of moral fenfe. Deily.
Hope and fear. Fear. Howmor and love. Divine ex-
ainple. Divine prefence. Fear and hope. Self-love , how
advanced. Its effecls in veligion,  Falfe wefignation.
Belief of future life ; how advantageous ; [upporting ;
Javing ; improving. Rewards and punishments, in the
Sate; in the family; in veligion. Security to wvir
tue. Caution. Iimprudent zeal. Atheifm. Theifim.
Atbeifin and Theifin. Effecls of each. Of Atbeifin. Of
Theifm. Conteinplation. Religions affecfion. Conciufioi.

NO‘W, as to the laft cafe, the oppofition
made by other affections to the natural fenfe of
right and wrong:

It is evident, that a creature having this fort
of Senfe or good affection in any degree, muft
neceflarily a& according to it; if it happens not
to be oppofed , either by fome fettled fedate afe
fection towards a conceived private good , or by
fome fudden, ftrong, and forcible paffion, as of
luft or anger; which may not only fubdue the
fenfe of right and wrong, but the very fenfe of
private good itfelf; and over-rule even the moft
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familiar and received opinion of what is condus
cing to {elfintereft.

But it is not our bufinefs, in this place, to exa.
mine the feveral means or methods by which this
corruption is introduced or increafed. We are to
confider only how the opinions concerning a Deity
can influence one way or another.

That it is poffible for a creature capable of
ufing reflection, to have a liking or diflike of mo-
ral actions, dll(l (on&qucntly a fenfe of right and
wrong , before fuch time as he may Imve any
fettled notion of a God, is what will lmrd[y be
queftioned ; it being a thing not expected,
any way poflible, that a creature fuch as man,
arifing from his childhood {lowly and gradually,
to feveral degrees of reafon and reflection , hould,
at the very firft, be taken up with thofe fpecula-
tions, or more refined fort of reflections, about
the fubject of God’s exiltence.

Let us [upno!c a creature, who wanting rea-
fon, and being unable to reflect, has notwith-
ftanding many good qualities and aflections ; as
love to his kind, courage, gratitude, or pity. It
18 certain , that if you give to this creature a re-
fleting faculty, 1t will at the fame nftant ap-
prove “of gratitude , kindnefs , and pity ; be taken
with any f[how or reprefentation of the focial
pailion, and think nothing more amiable than
this , or more odious than the contrary. And
this 1s to be capable of Virtue , and to have a
fenfe of right and wrong.

Before the tume, therelore , that a creature can
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have any plain or pofitive notion one way or
other, concerning the fubje&t of a God, he may
be fuppofed to have an apprehenfion or fenfe of
richt and wrong, and be poffeffed of virtue and
vice in different degrees; as we know by expe-
rience of thofe, who having lived in fuch places,
and in fuch a manner as never to have entered in-
to any ferious thoughts of religion, are neverthe-
lefs very different among themfelves , as to their
characters of honefty and worth; fome being na-
turally modeft, kind , friendly, and confequently
lovers of kind and friendly actions; others proud,
harfh, cruel, and confequently inclined to ad-
mire rather the acts of violence and mere power.
Now, as to the belief of a Deity, and how
men are influenced by it; we may confider, in
the firlt place , on what account men yield obe-
dience, and a& in conformity to fuch a fupreme
being. It muft be either in the way of his
Power, as prefuppofing fome difadvantage or
benefit to accrue from him; or in the way of his
Excellency and Worth, as thinking 1t the per
fe@ion of nature to imitate and refemble bim.
If, as in the firlt cafe, there be a belief or con-
ception of a Deity, who is confidered only as
powerful over his creature, and enforcing obe-
dience to his abfolute will, by particular rewards
and punifiments; and if, on this account, through
hope merely of reward, or fear of punifhment,
the creature be incited to do the good he hates,
or refltrained from doing the ill to which he is
not otherwile in the leaft degree averfe; there is
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in this cafe, as has been already fhown, no vir-
tue or goodnefs whatfoever. The creature, not-
awithftanding his good condu, is intrinfically of
as little worth, as if he acted in his natural way',
when under no dread or terror of any fort.
There is no more of rectitude, picty, or fanctity
i a creature thus reformed, than there is meek-
nefs or gentlenels in a tiger firongly chained, or
innocence and fobriety in a monkey under the
difcipline of the whip. For however orderly
and well thofe animals, or man himfelf upon like
terms, may be induced to a&, whillt the will is
neither gained, nor the inclination wrought up-
on, but awe alone prevails, and forces obe-
dience; the obedience is fervile, and all which
is done through it merely fervile. The greater
degree of fuch a fubmiffion or obedience, is only
the greater fervility, whatever may be the ob-
ject. For whether fuch a creature has a good
mafter, or an ill one, he is neither more or lefs
fervile in his own nature. Be the mafter, or fu-
perior, ever fo perfe&t or excellent, yet the great-
er {ubmillion caufed in this cafe, through this fole
principle or motive , is only the lower and more
abjec fervitude; and implies the greater wretch-
ednefs and meannefs in the creature, who has
thofe paflions of felf-love fo predominant, and
is in his temper fo vicious and defective , as has
been explained.

As to the fecond cafe; If there be a belief or
conception of a Deity, who is confidered as wor-
thy and good, and admired and reverenced as




Part 3. § 3. CONCERNING VIRTUE. 45

fach; being underltood to have, befides mere
power and konowledge , the highelt excellence of
nature; fuch as renders him juftly amiable to all;
and if in the manner this fovereign and mighty
being is reprefented, or as he is hiftorically de-
fcribed, there appears in him a high and eminent
regard to what is good and excellent, a concern
for the good of all, and an affection of benevo-
lence and love towards the whole; fuch an exams-
ple muft undoubtedly ferve, as above explained ,
to raife and increafe the affection towards virtue,
and help to fubmit and fubdue all other affections
to that alone.

Nor is this good effeted by example merely.
For where the Theiftical belief 1s entire and per-
fect, there muft be a fteady opinion of the fuper-
intendency of a fupreme being, a witnefs and
fpectator of human life, and confcious of what-
foever is felt or acted in the univerfe: fo that m
the perfectelt recefs , or deepeft folitude, there
muft be one ftill prefumed remaining with us;
whofe prefence fingly mult be of more moment
than that of the moft augult affembly on earth.
In fuch a prefence, it is evident, that as the
thame of guilty actions muflt be the greatelt of
any; fo mult the honor be, of wellkdoing, even
under the unjuft cenfure of a world. And in this
cafe , it is very apparent how conducing a perfect
Theifm muft be to virtue, and how great deh-
ciency there 1s in Atheilm.

What the fear of future punifhment, and Hope
of future reward, added to this belief, may fur-




AN

36 ENQ IR Y Book 1.
ther contribute towards virtue, we come now to
confider more particularly. So much in the mean
while may be gathered from what has been faid
above, that neither this fﬁ"i[‘ or hope can poflibly
be of the kind called good aftections, fuch as are
* acknowledged the fpnng‘ ...ul fous‘ccs of all actions
truly good. Nor can-this fear or hope, as above
intimated , confift m reality with virtue, or good-
vefls; if it either ftands as eflential to any moral
performance, or as a confiderable motive to any
act, of which fome better affection ought alone to
have been a fufficient canfe.

It may be confidered withal, that, in this re-
ligious fort of difcipline , the punupic of felf-
love , which is naturally fo prevailing in us,
being no way moderated or reftrained, but rather
improved and made ftronger every day, by the
exercife of the paffions n a fubje@ of more ex-
tended felf-intereft; there may be reafon to ap-
prehend, left the temper of this kind fhould ex-
tend 1tfelf in general through all the parts of life.
For if the habic be fuch as to occafion, in every
particular , a ftricter attention to {clf- good, and
private intereft ; it muft infenfibly diminifh the
affections towards public good, or the intereft of
fociety ; and introduce a certain narrownefs of
fpiric, which, as fome pretend, is peculiarly ob-
fervable in the devout perfons and zealots of al-
moft every religious perfuafion.

This, too, mult be confeffed, that if it be
true piety, to love God for his own fake, the
over- folicitous regard to private good expected
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from him, mult of neceflity prove a diminution
of piety. For whillt God is beloved only as the
caufe of private good, he is no otherwife belo-
ved than as any other inftrument or means of
pleafure by any vicious creature. Now , the more
there 1s of this violent affection towards private
good , the lefs room is there for the other fort to-
wards goodnefs itfelf, or any good and deferving
obje& worthy of love and admiration for its own
fake; fuch as God 1s univerfally acknowledged,
or at leaft by the generality of civilized or refined
worfhippers.

It is in this refpect that the ftrong defire and
love of life may alfo prove an obftacle to piety,
as well as to virtue and public love. For the
fironger this affection is in any one, the lefs will
he be able to have true refignation, or fubmif-
fion to the rule and order of the Deity. And
if that which he calls refignation depends only
on the expeéation of infinite retribution or re-
ward, he difcovers no more worth or virtue here,
thao in any other bargain of intereft; the mean-
ing of his refignation being only this: * That he
« refigns his prefent life and pleafures, condi-
“ tionally for that which he himfelf confeffes to
% be beyond an equivalent; eternal living in a
“ ftate of higheft pleafuré and enjoyment.”

But notwithftanding the injury which the prin-
ciple of virtue may poflibly fuffer, by the in.
creafe of the felfifh paffion, in the way we have
been mentioning; it is certain, on the other fide,
that the principle of fear of future punifbment,
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and hope of future reward, how mercenary or
fervile foever it may be accounted , is yet, Iin
many circumftances, a great advantage, fecurity,
and fupport to virtue.

It has been already confidered, that notwith-
ftanding there may be implanted in the heart a
real fenfe of right and wrong, a real good affec-
tion towards the f{pecies or fociety ; yet, by the
violence of rage, luft, or any other counter-
working paffion, this good affeion may fre-
quently be controuled and overcome. Where
therefore there is nothing in the mind capable to
render fuch ill paffions the objeds of its averfion,
and caufe them carneltly to be oppofed; it is
apparent how much a good temper in time muft
fuffer, and a characer by degrees change for the
worfe. Butifreligion interpofing, creates a belief
that the ill paflions of this kind, no lefs than
their confequent actions, are the objects of a
Deity’s animadverfion; it is certain, that fuch a
belief muft prove a feafonable remedy againlt vice,
and be in a particular manner advantageous to
virtue. For a belief of this kind muft be fuppofed
to tend confiderably towards the calming of the
mind , and difpofing or fitting the perfon to a bet-
ter recollection of himfelf, and to a fricter obfer-
vance of that good and virtuous principle, which
needs ‘only his attention, to engage him wholly
in its party and intereft.

And as this belief of a future reward and pu-
nifhment is capable of fupporting thofe who,
through ill practice, are like to apoltatize from
virtue ;
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virtue; fo when, by ill opinion and wrong thought,
the mind 1tlelf is bent againft the honelt courfe,
and debauched even to an efleem, and deliberate
preference of a vicious one, the belief of the kind
mentioned may prove on this occafion the only
relief and fafety.

A perfon, for inftance, who has much of
goodnels and natural re&itude in his temper , but
withal , fo much foftnefs, or efleminacy , as un-
fits him to bear poverty, croffes, or adverfity ; if
by ill fortune he meets with many trials of this
kind , it muft certainly give a fournefs and diftafte
to his temper, and make him exceedingly- averfe
to that which he may fallly prefume the occa-
fion of fuch calamity or ill. Now, if his own
thoughts , or the corrupt infinuations of other
men , prefent it often to his mind, * That his
“ Honefty is the occafion of this calamity , and
that if he were delivered from this reftraint
of Virtue and Honelty , he might be much hap-
“CpIoE 5 T atek a8 very obvious that his efteem of
thefe good qualities muft in proportion diminifh
every day, as the temper grows uneafy and quar-
rels with itfelf. But if he oppofes to this thought
the confideration,  That honelty carries with it,
“ if not a prefent, at lealt a future advantage ,
“ fuch as to compeofate that lofs of private good
“ which he regrets;” then may this injury to his
temper and honelt principle be prevented, and his
love oraffection towards honefty and virtue remain
as it was before.

In the fame manner, where inftead of regard

Vor. IL : E

4

~

<«




50 AN INQUIRY Book 1.

or love, there is rather an averfion to what is
good and virtuous, as, for inftance, where lenity
and forgivenels are defpifed, and revenge highly
thought of, and beloved , if there be this confi-
deration added, * That lenity is, by its rewards,
« made the caule of a greater felf-good and en-
“ joyment than what is found in revenge;” that
very affection of lenity and mildnefs may come
to be induftrioufly nourifhed, and the contrary
paflion depreffed. And thus temperance, modelfty,
candor , benignity, and other good affections,
however delpifed at firlt, may come at lalt to be
valued for their own fakes, the contrary {pecies
rejected , and the good and proper object beloved
and profecuted, when the reward or punifhment
is not fo much as thought or.

Thus in a civil State or Public , we fee that a
virtuous adminiftration, and an equal and juft
diftribution of rewards and punifhments, 1is of the
higheft fervice; not only by reftraining the vicious,
and forcing them to act ufefully to fociety , but
by making virtue to be apparently the intereft of
every one, fo as to remove all prejudices againﬂ:
it, create a fair reception for it, and lead men
into that path which afterwards they cannot eafily
quit. For thus a people raifed from barbarity or
defpotic rule, civilized by laws, and made virtuous
by the Jong courfe of a lawful and juft adminiftra-
tion; if they chance to fall fuddenly under any
mifgovernment of unjuft and arbitrary power, they
will on this account be the rather animated to exert
a ftronger virtue, in oppofition to fuch viclence
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and corruption. And even where, by long and
continued arts of a prevailing tyranny , fuch a
people are at laft totally opprefled, the fcattered
feeds of virtue will for a long time remain alive,
even to a fecond generation; ere the utmoft force
of mifapplied rewards and punifhments can bring
them to the object and compliant ftate of long-
accultomed flaves.

But though a right diftribution of juftice in a
government be fo cflential a caule of virtue, we
mult obferve in this cafe, that it is example
which chiefly influences mankind and forms the
character and difpofition of a people. For a vir-
tuous adminiftration is In a manner neceflarily
accompanied with virtue in the magiftrate:
otherwife it could be of little effe®, and of no
long duration. But where it is fincere and well
eltablifhed, there virtue and the laws muft necefl-
farily be refpected and beloved. So that as to
punifhments and rewards, their efficacy is not fo
much from the fear or expeation which they
raife, as from a natural elteem of virtue, and
deteftation of wvillany, which is awakened and
excited by thefe public expreffions of the appro-
bation and hatred of mankind in each cafe. For
in the public executions of the greateft villains,
we fee generally that the infamy and odioufnefs
of their crime, and the fhame of it before man-
kind, contribute more to their mifery than all
befides ; and that it is not the immediate pain,
or death itfelf, which raifes fo much horror ei-
ther in the fufferers or fpectators, as the igno-
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minious kind of death which is inflited for pu-
blic crimes, and violations of juftice and hu-
manity.

And as the cafe of reward ‘and punifhment ftands
thus in the public; fo, in the fame manner, as
to private families. For flaves and mercenary
fervants, reftrained and made orderly by punifh-
ment, and the feverity of their malter, are not on
this account made good or honeft. Yet the fame
mafter of the family ufing proper rewards and
gentle punifhments towards his children , teaches
them goodnefs, and by this help inftructs them in
a virtue , which afterwards they pracife upon other
grounds , and without thinking of a penalty or
bribe. And this is what we call a liberal education
and a liberal fervice : the contrary fervice and
obedience, whether towards God or man, being
illiberal, and unworthy of any honor and com-
mendation.

In the cafe of religion, however, it muft be
confidered , that if by the hope of reward be
underftood the love and defire of virtuous enjoy-
ment, or of the very practice and exercife of
virtue in another life; the expectation or hope
of this kind is fo far from being derogatory to
virtue, that it is an evidence of our loving it the
more {incerely, and for its own fake. Nor can this
principle be jufily called felfifh : for if the love of
virtue be not mere felf-intereft, the love and defire
of life for virtue’s fake cannot be efteemed fo.
But if the defire of life be only through the
violence of that natural averfion to death; if it be
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through the love of fomething elfe than virtuous
affection, or throngh the unwillingnefs of parting
with fomething elfe than what is purely of this
kind ; then is it no longer any fign or token of
real virtue.

Thus a perfon loving life for life’s fake, and
virtue not at all, may by the promife or hope of
life, and fear of death, or other evil, be induced
to pradife virtue , and even endeavour to be
truly virtuous, by a love of what he practifes.
Yet neither is this very endeavour to be efteemed
a virtue. For though he may intend to be
virtuous; he is not become fo, for having only
intended, or aimed at it, through love of the
reward. But as foon as he 1s come to have any
affeion towards what is morally good, and can
like or affe@ fuch good for its own fake, as good
and amiable in itfelf; then is he in fome degree
good and virtuous, and not till then.

Such are the advantages or difadvantages which
accrue to virtue from reflection upon private good
or intereft. For though the habit of felfithnefs, and
the multiplicity of interefted views are of little im-
provement to real merit or virtuc; yet there is a
neceflity for the prefervation of virtue, that it
fhould be thought to have no quarrel with true
intereft and felf-enjoyment.

Whoever, therefore, by any firong perfuafion
or fettled judgment, thinks in the main, that virtue
caufes happinefs, and vice mifery, carries with him
that fecurity and affiftance to virtue which is
required. Or though he has no fuch thought, nor
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can believe virtue his real intereft , either with
refpect to his own nature and conftitution, or the
circumf{tances of human life; yet if he believes
any fupreme powers concerned in the prefent
affairs of mankind, and immediately interpofing
1 behalf of the honeflt and virtuous, againft the
impious and unjuft; this will ferve to preferve in
him , however, that jult efteem of virtue, which
might otherwife confiderably diminifh. Or fhould
he ftill belicve little of the immediate interpofition
of Providence in the affairs of this prefent life;
yet if he believes a God difpenfing rewards and
punifhments to vice and virtue in a future, he
carries with him {ll the fame advantage and
fecurity ; whillt his belief 1s {teady , and no wife
wavering or doubtful. For it muft be obferved,
that an expectation and dependency, fo miraculous
and great as this, muft naturally take off from
other inferior dependencies and encouragements.
Where infinite rewards are thus enforced, and the
imagination firongly turned towards them, the
other common and natural motives to goodnefs
are apt to be neglected, and lofe much by difufe.
Other interefts are hardly fo much as computed,
whillt the mind is thus tranfported in the purfuit
of a high advantage and felf- intereft, fo narrowly
confined within ourfelves. On this account, all
other affections towards friends, relations, or
mankind, are often flightly regarded, as being
worldly, and of little moment, in refpe& of the
intereft of our foul. And fo little thought is there
of any immediate fatisfattion arifing from fuch
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good offices of life, that it is cultomary with
many devout people zealoufly to decry all temporal
advantages of goodnefs; all natural benefits of
virtue; and magnifying the contrary happinefs of
1 vicious ftate, to declare, * That, except only
¢ for the fake of future reward, and fear of future
« punifhment, they would divelt themfelves of
¢ all goodnefs at once, and freely allow themfel-
<« yes to be molt immoral and profligate. ” From
whence it appears, that in fome refpects there can
be nothing more fatal * to virtue than the weak
and uncertain belief of a future reward and punifh-
ment. For the ftrefs being laid wholly here, if this
foundation come to fail, there is no further prop
or fecurity to men’s morals. And thus virtue 1s
fupplanted and betrayed.

Now as to Atheifm : Though it be plainly defi-
cient, and without remedy, in the cafe of ill
judgment on the bappinels of virtue: yet it 1s
not, indeed, of neceflity the caufe of any fuch
ill judgment. For without an abfolute affent to
any hypothefis of Theifm, the advantages of virtue
may poflibly be feen and owned , and a high
opinion of it eftablifhed in the mind. However, it
muft be confeffed, that the natural tendency of
Atheifm is very different.

It 1s in a2 manner impoflible to have any great
opinion of the happinefs of virtue, without con-
ceiving high thoughts of the fatisfaction refulting

from the generous admiration and love of it: and
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nothing befide the -experience of fuch a love is
likely to make this fatisfaction credited. The chief
ground and fupport, therefore, of this opinion of
happinefs in virtue, mult arife from the powertful
feeling of this generous moral affection , and the
knowledge of its power and firength. But this
is certain, that it can be no great firengthen-
g to the moral affection, no great fupport to
the pure love of goodnefs and virtue, to fuppole
there is neither goodnefs nor beauty in the whole
itfelf , nor any example or precedent of good
affecion in any fuperior being. Such a belief muft
tend rather to the weaning the affections from any
thing amiable or felf- worthy, and to the fupprel-
fing the very habit and familiar cuftom of admiring
natural beauties, or whatever in the order of things
1s according to juft defign, barmony, and propor-
tion, For how little difpofed muft a perfon be,
to love or admire any thing as orderly in the
univerfe, who thinks the univerfe itfelf a pattern
of diforder ? Hnw,umpt to revercnce or refpect
any particular {ubordinate beauty of a part, when
even the whole itfelf is thought to want perfec-
tion, and to be only a vaft and infinite deformity ?

Nothing indeed can be more melancholy, than
the thought of living in a diftracted univerfe, from
whence many ills may be fufpected , and where
there 1s nothing good or lovely which prefents
ielf, nothing which can fatisfy in contemplation,,
or raife any paffion befides that of contempt,
hatred, or diflike. Such an opinion as this may
by degrees imbitter the temper, and not enly
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make the love of virtue to be lefs felt, but help
to impair and ruin the very principle of virtue,
viz. natural and kind affection.

Upon the whole: Whoever has a firm belief of
a God, whom he does not merely call goed, but
of whom in reality he believes nothing befide real
good , nothing befide what is truly fuitable to the
exa&eft charadter of benignity and goodnefs; fuch
a perfon believing rewards or retributions in another
life , muft believe them annexed to real goodnefs
and merit, real villany and bafenefs, and not to
any accidental qualities or circumftances; in which
refpect they cannot properly be ftyled rewards or
punifbments, but capricious diftributions of happi-
nefs or unhappinefs to creatures. Thefe are the
only terms on which the belief of a world to
come can happily influence the believer. And on
thefe terms, and by virtue of this belief, man
perhaps may retain his virtue and integrity, even
under the hardeft thoughts of bhuman nature;
when, either by any ill circumftance or untoward
dodrine, he is brought to that unfortunate opinion
of virtue’s being naturally an enemy to happinefs
in life.

This, however, is an opinion which cannot be
fuppofed confiftent with found Theilm. For what-
ever be decided as to a future life, or the rewards
and punifhments of hereafter; he who, as a found
Theift, believes a reigning mind , fovereign in
nature, and ruling all things with the highelt
perfection of goodnefs, as well as of wifdom and
power, muft neceflanly believe virtue to be natur-
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ally good and advantageous. For what could more
firongly imply an unjuft ordinance, a blot and
imperfection in the general conftitution of things,
than to fuppofe virtue the natural ill, and vice the
natural good of any creature ?

And now, laft of all, there remains for us to
confider a yet further advantage to virtue, in the
Theiftical belief above the Atheiftical. The propo-
fition may at firlt fight appear over-refined, and of
a fort which is eftecemed too nicely philofophical.
But, after what has been already examined, the
fubject perhaps may be more cafily explained.

There is no creature, according to what has
been already proved, who mult not of neceflity
be ill in fome degree, by having any affection or
averfion in a fironger degree than is fuitable to
his own private good, or that of the fyftem to
which he is joined. For in cither cale the affection
15 ill and vicious. Now, if a rational creature has
that degree of averfion which is requifite to arm
him againft any particular misfortune, and alarm
him againft the approach of any calamity ; this is
regular and well. But if, after the misfortune has
happened, his averfion continues full, and his
paflion rather grows upon him, whillt he rages at
the accident , and exclaims againft his private
fortune or lot; this will be acknowledged both
vicious in prefent, and for the future; as it affects
the temper, and difturbs that eafy courfe of the
affections on which virtue and goodnefs fo much
depend. On the other fide, the patient enduring
of the calamity , and the bearing up of the mind
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under it, muft be acknowledged immediately virtu-
ous, and prefervative of virtue. Now , according
to the hypothefis of thofe who exclude a general
mind, it muft be confeffed, there can nothing
happen in the courfe of things to deferve either our
admiration and love, or our anger and abhorrence.
However, as there can be no fatisfadtion at the
beft in thinking upon what atoms and chance
produce; fo, upon difaftrous occafions, and under
the circumftances of a calamitous and hard fortune,
it is fcarce poflfible to prevent a natural kind of
abhorrence and fpleen, which will be entertained
and kept alive by the imagination of fo perverfe
an order of things.

Butin another hypothefis, that of perfect Theifm,
it is underftood, That whatever the order of the
world produces, is in the main both juft and good.
Therefore, in the courfe of things in this world,
whatever hardfhip of events may feem to force
from any rational creature a hard cenfure of his
private condition or lot, he may by reflection
neverthelefs come to bave patience , and to
acquiefce in it. Nor is this all. He may go further
ftill in this reconciliation , and from the fame
principle may make the lot itfelf an object of his
good affection ; whillt he firives to maintain this
generous fealty , and ftands fo well difpofed
towards the laws and government of his higher
country.

Such an affetion muft needs create the higheft
conftancy in any ftate of fufferance, and make us
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in the beft manner fupport whatever hardfhips are
to be endured for virtue’s fake. And as this affece
tion muft of neceflity caufe a greater acquiefcence
and complacency with refpec to ill accidents, ill
men, and injuries; fo of courfe it cannot fail of
producing ftill a greater equality, gentlenefs, and
benignity , in the temper. Confequently the affec-
tion muft be a truly good one, and a creature
the more truly good and virtuous, by pollefling
it. For whatfoever is the occafion ar means of
more affeGtionately uniting a rational creature to
his Part in fociety, and caufes him to profecute
the public good or interet of his fpecies with
more zeal and affection than ordinary, is undoubt-
edly the caufe of more than ordinary virtue in
fuch a perfon.

This too is certain, that the admiration and love
of order , harmouny, and proportion, in whatever
kind, is naturally improving to the temper, advan-
tageous to focial affection, and highly affiftant to
virtue; which is itfelf no other than the love of
order and beauty in fociety. In the meanelt fubjects
of the world, the appearance of order gains upon
the mind, and draws the affection towards it. But
if the order of the world itfelf appears jult and
beautiful, the admiration and efteem of order muft
run higher, and the elegant paflion or love of
beauty, which is fo advantageous to virtue, muft
be the more improved by its exercife in fo ample
and magnificent a fubjec. For it is impoffible that
fuch a divine order fhould be contemplated with-
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out ecftaly and rapture *; fince in the common
fubjects of fcience, and the liberal arts, whatever
is according to juft harmony and proportion, is
fo tranfporting to thofe who have any knowledge
or practice in the kind.

Now, if the fubject and ground of this divine
paffion be not really juft or adequate, the hy-
pothefis of Theifm being fuppofed falle, the paf-
fion ftill in itfelf is fo far natural and good, as
it proves an advantage to virtue and goodnefs,
according to what has been above demonfirated.
But if, on the other fide, the fubjet of this
paffion be really adequate and juft, the hypo-
thefis of Theifm being real, and not imaginary ,
then is the paffion alfo juft, and becomes ablo-
lutely due and requifite in every rational creature.

Hence we may determine juftly the relation
which Virtue has to Piety, the firlt being not
complete but in ‘the latter ; fince where the latter
is wanting , there can neither be the fame benig-
nity , firmnefs, or conftancy; the fame good com-
pofure of the affections, or uniformity of mind.

And thus the perfection and height of Virtue
muft be owing to the belief of a God.

2 Rhapf. part3. § 2. parag. 7. 0. in this vol.; Mife. 2.
chap. 1. parag. 3. in vol. 3.
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Obligation to virtue. Difficulty flated. Union with a
kind or fpecies. Oppofition from Jelf-intereft.  Recosn-

ciliation.

\’\/ E have confidered what Virtye 1s, and to
whom the character belongs. It remains to Inquire,
What obligation there is to Virtue , or what rea-
fon to embrace it ?

We have found, that to deferve the name of
good or virtuous, a creature muft have all his
inclinations and affetions, his difpofitions of
mind and temper, {fuitable, and agreeing with
the good of his kind, or of that fyltem in which
he is included, and of which he conftitutes a
part. To ftand thus well affeted, and to have
one’s affections right and entire, not only in re-
fpe& of one’s felf, but of focicty and the public;
this 1s re@itude , integrity , or Virtue. And to bg
wanting in any of thefe, or to have their con-
traries, is depravity, corruption, and Vice.

It has been already fhown, that in the paffions
and affections of particular creatures, there is a
conftant relation to the intereft of a {pecies, or
common nature. This has been demonfirated in
the cafe of natural affection, parental kindnefs,
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zeal for pofterity, concern for the propagation and
nurture of the young, love of fellowip and
company , compaflion , mutual fuccour, and the
reft of this kind. Nor will any one deny, that
this affection of a creature towards the good of
the fpecies or common nature, is as proper and
natural to him, as 1t 1s to any organ, part, OF
member of an animal body, or mere vegetable,
to work in its known courfe, and regular way of
growth. It is not more natural for the Romach
to digelt, the lungs to breathe, the glands to
feparate juices, or other entrails to perform their
feveral offices , however they may by particular
impediments be fometimes difordered or obftrud-
ed in their operations.

There being allowed therefore in a creature fuch
affections as thefe towards the common nature,
or fyftem of the kind, together with thofe other
which regard the private nature, or {elf-fyftem;
it will appear, that in follwing the firlt of thefe
affe@ions, the creature muft on many occafions
contradi® and go againft the latter. How elfe
fhould the fpecies be prefeived ? Or what would
fignify that implanted natural affection , by which
*a creature through fo many difficulties and hazards
preferves its offspring, and fupports its kind ?

It may therefore be imagined, perhaps, that
there is a plain and abfolute oppofition between
thefe two habits or affections. It may be prefumed,
that the purfuing the common intereft or public
good through the affe@ions of one kind, muft
be a hindrance to the attainment of private good
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through the affections of another. For it being taken
for granted, that hazards and hardfhips , of what-
ever fort, are naturally the ill of the private ftate;
and it being certainly the nature of thofe public
affections to lead often to the greatelt hardfhips
and hazards of every kind ; it is prefently inferred,
“ That it is the creature’s intereft to be without
“ any public affection whatfoever. ”

This we know for certain , that all focial love,
friendfhip, gratitude, or whatever elfe is of this
generous kind, does by its nature take place of
the felf- interefting paflions, draws us out of our-
felves , and makes us difregardful of our own
convenience and fafety. So that, according to
a known way of reafoning on felf-intereft *, that
which is of a focial kind in us, fhould of right
be abolifhed. Thus kindnefs of every fort , indul-
gence , tendernels, compaffion, and, in thort ,
all natural affection, fhould be induftrioufly fup-
prefled, and, as meéle folly, and weaknefs of
nature, be refilted and overcome; that by this
means therz might be nothing remaining in us
which was contrary to a direct felf-end; nothing
which might ftand in oppofition to a fteady and
deliberate purfuit of the moft rarrowly confined
felf-intereft.

According to this extraordinary hypothefis,
it muft be taken for granted , « That, in the
“ fyftem of a kind, or fpecies, the intereft of
“ the private nature is dircétly oppofite to that

! Vol. 1. p. 76. 93. &.
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“ of the common one; the intereft of particulars
« directly oppolfite to that of the public in gene-
« ral. ”— A ftrange conftitution! in which it
muft be confeffed there is much diforder and
untowardnefs ; unlike to what we oblerve elfe.
where in nature: as if, in any vegetable or ani
mal body, the part or member could be fuppo-
fed in a good and profperous ftate as to itf:lf,
when under a contrary difpofition, and in an un-
natural growth or habit as to its whole.

Now , that this is in reality quite ocherwife,
we fhall endeavour to demonftrate, fo as to make
appear, “ That what men reprefent as an ill
“ order and conftitution in the univerfe, by ma-
“ king moral re&itude appear the ill, and depra-
« vity the good or advantage of a creature, is
“ in nature jult the contrary : That to be
well affeted towards the public inteteft and
one’s oWwn, is not only confiftent, but infepa-
rable: and that moral retitude, or virtue, muft
accordingly be the advantage; and vice the ms-
jury and difadvantage of every creature. ”
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Contradidfory notions. Diffoluie or immoral flate. Ii
whole. In part. Inward proportion.  Comtinuizy.
Fabric or [yftem of the affeclions.

] Here are few, perhaps, who, when they
confider a creature void of natural affection , and
Vocr. IL E
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wholly deftitute of a communicative or focial prin-
ciple, will fuppofe him, at the fame time, either
tolerably happy in himfelf, or as he ltands abroad,
with refpect to his fellow-creatures or kind. It 1s
generally thought, that fuch a creature as this
feels flender joy in life, and finds little facsfaction
in the mere feofual pleafures which remain with
him, after the lofs of focial enjoyment, and what-
ever can be called humanity or good-nature. We
know, that to fuch a creature as this, it 1s not
only incident, to be morofe, rancorous, and ma-
lignant; but that, of neceffity, a mind or temper
thus deftitute of mildnefs and benignity , muft turn
to that which 1s contrary, and be wronght by
paflions of a different kind. Such a heart as this
muft be a continual feat of perverfe inchnations
and bitter averfions, railed from a conftant ill-
humor , flournefs, and difquiet. The confciouf-
nefs of fuch a nature , fo obnoxious to mankind,
and to all beings which approach it, muft over-
cloud the mind with dark fufpicien and jealoufy,
alarm it with fears and horror , and raife in it a
continual difturbance, even in the moft feeming
fair and fecure Rate of fortune, and m the highelt
degree of outward profperity.

This, as to the complete immoral Rate, is
what, of their own accord , men readily remark.
Where there is this abfolute degeneracy, this to-
tal apoftaly from all candor, equity, trult, fo-
ciablenefs, or friend(hip, there are few who do
not fee and acknowledge the mifery which 1s con-
fequent. Seldom is the cale mifconftrued, when
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at worft. The misfortune is, we look not on this
dgpmvity, nor conlider how it ftands, in lefs
degrees. The calanity, we think does not o
neceflicy hold proportion with the injuftice or
iniquity: as if to be abfolutely immoral and in-
human , were indeed the greateft misfortune and
mifery ; but that to be fo, in a lictle degree ,
fhould be no mifery nor harm at all{ Which to
allow, is juft as reafonable as to own, that it is
the greateft ill of a body to bé in the utmoft
manner diltorted and maimed; but that to lofe
the ufe only of one limb, or to be impaired in
fome one fingle organ or member, is no incon-
venience ot ill worthy the lealt notice.

The parts and proportions of the mind, their
mutual relation and dependency , the connexion
and frame of thofe paflions which conflitute the
foul or temper, may ealily be underftood by any
one who thinks 1t worth his while to Qudy this
inward anatomy. lt is certain, that the order or
fymmetry of this inward parc 1s, 1o itlelf, no
lefs real and exact than that of the body. How-
ever, it i1s apparent, that few of us endeavour
to become anatomifts of this fort. Nor is any
one alhamed of the deepelt ignorance in fuch a
fubje®. For though the greateft mifery and ill
is generally owned to be from dipofition and
temper; though it is allowed, that temper may
often change, and that it actually varies on ma-
ny occafions, much to our difadvantage; yet
how this matter is brought about, we inquire
not. We never trouble ourfelves to confide
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thoroughly by what means or mecthods our in-
ward conftitution comes at any time to be impair-
ed or injured. The folutio continui, which bo-
dily furgeons talk of, is never applied in this
cafe by furgeons of another fort. The notion of
a whols and parts is not apprehended in this
fcience. We know not what the effect is of [train-
ing any affedtion, indulging any wrong paffion,
or relaxing any proper and natural habit, or good
inclination. Nor can we conceive how a parti-
cular a&ion fhould have fuch a fudden influence
on the whole mind, as to make the perfon an
immediate {fufferer. We fuppofe rather, that a
man may violate his faith, commit any wickednefs
unfamiliar to him before, engage in any vice or
villany, without the leaft prejudice to himfelf, or
any mifery naturally following from the 1l
action.

It is thus we hear it often faid, ¢« Such a per-
« {on has done ill indeed: but what is he the

.« worfe for it?” Yet fpeaking of any nature tho-

roughly favage, curfed, and inveterate, we fay
troly, © Such a one is a plague and torment to
¢ himfelf:” and we allow; © That through cer-
¢ tain humors or paflions, and from temper mere-
“ly, a man may be completely miferable, let
« his outward circumfances be ever fo fortunate. ®
Thefe different judgments fufficiently demonftrate,
that we are not accultomed to think with much
coherency on thefe moral fubjects ; and that our
notions, in this refpect, are not a little confufed
and contradictory.

~
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Now, if the fabric of the mind or temper ap-
eared fuch to us as it really is; if we faw it
impoflible to remove hence any one good or or-
derly affection, or introduce any ill or diforderly
one ., without drawing on, in fome degree, that
diffolute ftate, which at its height is confeffed to
be fo miferable ; it would then undoubtedly be
owned, that fince no ill, immoral, or unjuft ac-
tion, could be committed, without either a new
inroad and breach on the temper and ‘paflions,
or a further advancing of that execution already
begun; whoever did ill, or acted in prejudice of
his integrity, good-nature, or worth, would of
neceflity act with greater cruelty towards him{elf,
than he who fcrupled not to fwallow what was
poifonous, or who with his own hands fhould
voluntarily mangle or wound his outward form or
conftitution , natural limbs or body.

SRR Tk

Syflein  explained. Spring of adlions. Affections
three kinds. Degrees of affedfion.  Oeconomy of the
paffions.  AMeafure. Tone. Balance. Temper. Beft

o worft in man, State of the argument.

IT has been fhown before , that no animal can
be faid properly to act, otherwife than through
affe@ions or paffions, fuch as are proper to an
animal. For in convulfive fits , where a creature
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ftrikes cither himfelf or others , it is a fimple
mechanifm, an engine, or piece of clock - work,
which aéts, and not the animal.

Whatfoever , therefore , is done or acted by
any animal as fuch , is done only through fome
affection or paffion, as of fear, love, or hatred,
moving him.

And as it is impoffible that a weaker affeGtion
fhould overcome a ftronger, fo it is 1mpoflible but
that where the affections or paffions are ftrongeft
in the main, and form in general the molt con-
fiderable party, either by their force or number;
thither the animal muft incline : and according to
this balance , he mult be governed , and led to
action.

The affections cr paffions which muft influence
and govern the animal, are either :

1. The natural affectians , which lead to the
good of the Public.

2. Or the felf-affections, which lead only to
the good of the Private.

3. Or fuch as are neither of thefe , nor tend-
ing either to any good of the Public or Private,
but centrariwife ; and which may therefore be juftty
fiyled unnatural affections.

- So that according as thefe affections ftand , a
creature muflt be virtuous or vicious, good or ill.

The latter fort of thele affections, it 1s evident,
are wholly vicious. The two former may be vicious
or virtuous, according to their degree,

It may feem f[trange, perhaps, to fpeak of
natural affections as too ftrong, or of felf-affections
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as too weak. But to clear this difficulty , we
mult call to mind what has been already explained.
« That patural affection may , in particular cafes,
« be exceflive, and in an unnatural degree:” as
when pity is fo overcoming as to deltroy its own
end, and prevent the fuccour and relief required;
or, as when love to the offspring proves fuch a
fondnefs as deftroys the parent, and confequently
the offspring itfelf. And notwithftanding it may
feem harfh to call that unnatural and vicious, which
is only an extreme of fome natural and kind
affection ; yet it is moft certain, that wherever
any fingle good affection of this fort is over-great,
it muflt be injurious to the reft , and detrad in
fome meafure from their force and natural operation.
For a creature poffeffed with fuch an immoderate
degree of paffion, muft of neceflity allow too much
to that one , and too little to others of the fame
chara&er , and equally natural and ufeful as to
their end. And this muft neceffarily be the occaflion
of partiality and injuftice, whillt only one duty or
natural part is carneftly followed , and other parts
or duties negle@ed , which fhould accompany it,
and perhaps take place and be preferred.

This may well be allowed true in all other
refpeds ; fince even Religion 1tfelf, confidered as
a paffion, not of the fclfith but nobler kind, may
in fome chara@ers be itrained beyond its natural
proportion , and be faid alfo to be in too high
a degree. For as the end of religion is to render
us more perfe&t, and accomplifhed in all moral
duties and performances , if, by the height of
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devout ecRaly and contemplation , we are rather
difabled 1n this refpect , and rendered more unapt
to the real duties and offices of civil life ; 1t may
be faid that Religion indeed is then too ftrong
mn us. For how poflibly can we call this
Superflition , whilt the obje@ of the devotion
1s acknowledged juft , and the faith orthodox ?
It is only the excefs of zeal , which in this cafe
is fo tranfporting , as to render the devout
perfon more remifs in fecular affairs, and lefs
concerned for the inferior and temporal interefts
of mankind.

Now, as in particular cafes , public affection,
on the one hand, may be too high , fo private
affection may , on the other hand » be too weak.
For if a creature be {elf-negle@ful, and infenfible
of danger ; or if he want fuch a degree of paffion
in any kind, as is ufeful to preferve, fuftain, or
defend himfelf; this muflt certainly be efteemed
vicious, in regard of the defign and end of nature.
She herfelf difcovers this in her known method
and ftated rule of operation. It is certain . that her
provifionary care and concern for the whole
animal,, muft at leaft be equal to her concern for a
fingle part or member. Now, to the feveral parts
fhe has given, we fee, proper affe®ions, fuitable
to their interelt and fecurity; fo that, even without
our confcioufnefs, they aé in their own defence
and for their own benefit and prefervation. Thus
an eye, In its natural ftate, fails not to fhut
together , of its own accord, unknowingly to us,
by a peculiar caution and timidity ; which if it
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wanted, however we might intend the prefervation
of our eye, we fhould not in effect be able to
preferve it, by any oblervation or forecaft of
our own. To be wanting therefore in thofe
principal affections , which refpect the good of the
whole conftitution, muft be a vice and imperfe@ion,
as great furely in the principal part, the foul or
temper , as it is in any of thofe inferior and
fubordinate parts to want the felf-preferving
affections which are proper to them.

And thus the affeGtions towards private good
become neceffary and effential to goodnefs. For
though no creature can be called good or virtuous,
merely for pofleffing thefe affections ; yet fince it
is impoffible , that the public good, or good of
the f{yftem , can be preferved without them, it
“follows , that a creature really wanting in them,
is in reality wanting in fome degree to goodnefs
and natural re@itude , and may thus be efteemed
vicious and defective.

It is thus we fay of a creature, in a kind way
of reproof, that he is too good ; when his affection
towards others is fo warm and zealous, as to carry
him even beyond his part; or when he really acts
beyond it , not through too warm a paffion of
that fort, but through an over-cool one of another,
or through want of fome felf-paffion to reftrain him
within due bounds.

It may be objected here, That the having the
natural affeions too [trong , where the felf-
affeGtions are overmuch fo, or the having the felf-
affections defective or weak , where the natural
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affections are alfo weak , may prove upon occafion
the only caufe of a creatuie’s acting honeflly,
and in moral proportion. For thus, one who is
to a fault regardlefs of his life, may, with the
{malleft degree of natural affection, do all which
can be expedted from the highelt pitch of focial
love, or zealous friendfhip.  And thus, on the
other band , a creature exceflively timorous, may,
by as exceeding a degree of natural affection,
perform whatever the perfecteft courage is able
to infpire,

To this 1t is anfwered , That whenever we
arraign any paffion as too firong, or complain of
any as too weak , we muft fpeak with refped to
a certain conftitution or economy of a particular
creature or fpecies. For if a paflion , leading to
any right end, be only fo much the more fervice-
able and effectnal, for being ftrong , if we may
be affured , that the firength of it will not be the
occafion of any difturbance within , nor of any
difproportion between 1tfelf and other affections;
then confequently the paflion, however ftrong,
cannot be condemned as vicious. But if to have
all the paffions in equal proportion with it, he
what the conftitution of the creature cannot bear,
fo that only fome paflions are raifed to this height,
whillt others are not, nor can poffibly be wrought
up to the fame proportion; then may thofe ftrong
pathons, though of the better kind, be called
exceffive. For, being in unequal proportion to
the others, and caufing an ill balance in the affection
at large , they mult of courle be the occalion of




Part 1. § 3. CONCERNING VIRTUE. 75
inequality in the conduct, and incline the party to
a wrong moral practice.

But to fhow more particularly what is meant
by the economy of the paflions, from .inftances
in the fpecies or kinds below us’: As for the
creatures who have no manner of power or means
given them by nature, for their defence againit
violence , nor any thing by which they can make
themfelves formidable to fuch as injure or offend
them ; it is peceflary they fhould bave an extra-
ordinary degree of fear, but little or no animolity,
fuch as might caufe them to make refitance, or
incline them to delay their flight, For in this
their fafety lies ; and to this the paffion of fear
is ferviceable, by keeping the fcnfes on the watch,
and holding the fpirits in readinefs to give the
ftart.

And thus timoroufuefls , and a habitual ftrong
paflion of fear, may be according to the @conomy
of a particular creature , both with refpect to him-
felf, and to the reflt of his fpecies. On the other
hand , courage may be contrary to his ceconomy,
and therefore vicious. Even in one and the fame
{pecies, this is by nature differently ordered, with
refpet to different fexes, ages, and growths. T bhe
tamer creatures of the grazing kind, who live in
herds, are different from the wilder , who herd
not, but live in pairs’only , apart from company ,
as is natural and fuitable to their rapacious life.

" Infra, book 2. part 1. § 3. parag. 13, 14. Rhapl. part 2, § 4.
parag. 37, 38, &. in this volume; M:ife. 4. chap. 2. parag. 6.
&e. in vol. 3.
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Yet is there found, even among the former inof-
feafive kind, a courage proportionable to their
make and ftrength. At a time of danger, when
the whoie herd flies, the bull alone makes head
againft the lion, or whatever other invading
bealt of prey, and fhows himfelf confcious of
his make. Even the female of this kind is armed,
we fee , by nature , in fome degree to refift vio-
lence, fo as not to fly a common danger. = As
for a hind, or doe, or any other inoffenfive and
mere defencelefls creature , it is no way unnatural
or vicious in them, when the enemy approaches,
to defert their offspring , and fly for fafety. But
for creatures who are able to make refiltance , and
are by nature armed offenfively , be they of the
pooreft infed-kind, fuch as bees or walps ; it is
natural to them to be roufed with fury, and, at
the hazard of their lives, oppofe any enemy or
invader of their fpecies. For by this known
paflion in the creature, the {pecies itfelf is fecured ;
when , by experience , it is found, that the
creature, though unable to repel the injury, yet
voluntarily expofes his life for the punihment of
the invader, and fuffers not his kind to be injured
with impunity. And, of all other creatures, man
is in this fenfe the molt formidable; fince, if he |
thinks it juft and exemplary , he may poffibly, in
his own or in his country’s caufe , revenge an |
¥ injury on any one living ; and, by throwing away
his own life, if he be refolute to that degree , is
almoft certain mafter of another’s , however ftrongly
cuarded. Examples of this nature have often
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ferved to reftrain thofe in power , from ufing it to
the utmoft extent , and urging their inferiors to
extremity.

Upon the whole : It may be faid properly to
be the fame with the affections or paffions in an
animal conflitution , as with the cords or ftrings of
a mufical inftrament. If thefe , though in ever
{fo juft proportion one to another, are ftrained
beyond a certain depree , it is more than the
inftrument will bear. The lute or lyre is abufed ,
and its effe@ loft. On the other hand, if, while
fome of the ftrings are duly firained, others are
not wound up to their duc proportion, then is
the inftrument fill in diforder , and its part ill
performed. The feveral fpecies of creatures are
like different forts of inftruments; and even in the
fame {pecies of creatures, as in the fame fort of
inftrument , one is not entirely like the other,
nor will the fame ftrings fit each. The fame
degree of flrength which winds up one, and fits
the feveral ftrings to a juft harmony and confort,
may in another burft both the firings and ioftru-
ment itfelf. Thus men who have the livelieft
fenfe, and are the eafielt affected with pain or
pleafure , have need of the ftrongeft influence or
force of other affections, fuch as tendernefs, love
fociablenefs , compaflion, in order to preferve
a right Balance within, and to maintain them
in their duty , and in the jult performance of
their part ; whilt others , who are of a cooler
blood, or lower key , need not the fame allay or
counter-part ; nor are made by nature to feel
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thofe tender and endearing affections in fo exquifite
a degree.

Jt might be agreeable, one would think , to
inquire thus into the different tunings of the
pallions, the various mixtures and allays by which
men become fo different from one another. For
as the higheft improvements of temper are made
in human kiod ; fo the greatelt corruptions and
degeneracies are difcoverable in this race. In
the other fpecies of creatures around us, there is
found generally an exa& proportionablenefs,
conitancy and regularity in all their paffions and
affections ; no failure in the care of the offspring ,
or of the fociety, to which they are united ; no
proftitution of themfelves ; no intemperance or
excefs in any kind. The fmaller creatures , who
live as it were in cities, as bees and ants,
continue the fame train and harmony of life: nor
are they ever falfe to thofe affections which move
them to operate towards their public good. Even
thofe creatures of prey, who live the fartheft out
of fociety , maintain, we fee, fuch a condu&
towards one another , as is exactly fuitable to the
good of their own fpecies. Whillt man, not-
withftanding the affitance of religion , and the
direction of laws ; is often found to live in lefs
conformity with nature ; and , by meaos of religion
itfelf , is often rendered the more barbarous and
inhuman. Marks are fet on men, diftinctions
formed , opinions decreed , under the feverelt
penalties , antipathies inftilled , and averfions raifed
in men again{t the generality of their own fpecies.
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So that it is bard to find in any region a human
fociety which has human laws. No wonder, if in
fuch Tocieties it is fo hard to find a man who
lives Naturally , and as a'man.

But having hown what is meant by a paffion’s
being in too high or in too low a degree; and
that, “ To have any natural affection too high ,
“ or any felf-zffection too low, ” though it be oft-
en approved as virtue, is yet, ftinctly fpeaking,
a vice and imperfedtion: we come now to the
plaitter and more elfential part of Vice, and: which
alone deferves to be conlidered as {fuch; that is
to fay, '

1. “ When either the public affections are weak
or deficient. ”

2 Or the private and felf-affe@tions too ftrong.”
3. © Or that fuch affections arife as are neither
« of thefe, nor in any degree tending to the fup-
« port either of the public or private fyftem.”

Otherwife than thus, it is impefiible any crea-
ture can be fuch as we call ill or vicious. So
that if once we prove, that 1t is really not the
creature’s intereft to be thus vicioufly affected ,
but contrariwile ; we fhall then have proved,
“ That it is his intereft to be wholly good and
« yirtuous:” fince, in a wholefome and found
ftate of his affe@ions, fuch as we have defcribed
he cannot poflibly be other than found, good,
and virtuous, in his action and behaviour.

Our bufinels therefore will be, to prove,
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I. ® That to have the natural, kindly, or
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generous affections ftrong and powerful towards
the good of the public, is to have the chief
means and power of [elfenjoyment;” and,
That to want them, is certain mifery and ill.”

IL « That to have the private or felf-affections
too {trong, or beyond their degree of fubordi-

nacy to the kindly and natural, 1s alfo mifer-
able. ”

1Il. And, * That to have the unnatural affec-
tions , viz. fuch as are neither founded on the
intereft of the kind, or public, nor of the pri-
vate perfon or creature himfelf , is to be mifer-

able in the higheft degree.”
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Firft proof, froin the natural affecfions. Pleafures of the

body and mind. The latter preferable.  Inference.
Mental enjoyments y whence. Euergy of natural affec-
tions. Effeits of wnatural affefion. Partial affec-
tion examined. Partial affection.  Eutive affection.
Mind and temper. Temper. idind. Refledfion. Con-
Jeience. Moral confcience. Falfe confeience ; canfes
reproach from tvue.  Confiience from iutereff. Comciu-
Jion drawnr from the mental pleafures, Pleafures of
the feufe, dependent alfo on iatural affection.  Vulgar
epicurifin.  Imagination , fancy. A debauch. Women.
DPleafures of the fenfe , convertible into difzuft; ovaria-
ble; infupportable. Balance of the affedions. Dzffance
in the Animal kinds , Mankind, Qecopomy. Fabric:
Monflers.

-
fO begin therefore with this proof, “That t6
“ have the natural affections, fuch as are founded
“in love, complacency , good-will, and in a fym-
pathy with the kind or fpecies, 1s to have the
chief means and power of felf-enjoyment; and
“ that to want them 1s certain mifery and ill:?
We may inquire, firft, what thofe are which
we call pleafures or fatisfadtions; from whence
happinefs is generally  computed. They are,

Vor, II. G
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according to the common diftin&ion, fatisfadtions
and plealures either of the body , or of the mind.

‘t hat the latter of thefe fatisfadtions are the
greateft, is allowed by moft people, and may be
proved by this. That whenever the mind , ha-
ving conceived a high opinion of the worth of
any action or behaviour, has received the ftrong-
elt impreffion of this fort, and is wrought up to
the highelt pitch or degree of paffion towards
the fubject ; at fuch tme it fers alelf above all
bodily pain as well as pleafure, and can be no
way diverted from 1ts purpofe by flattery or ter-
rot of any kind. Thes we fee Indians, barba-
rians , malefactors, and even the moflt execrable
villaios , for the fake of a particular gang or fo-
ciety , or through fome cherifhed votion or prin-
ciple of honor or gallantry . revenge or grati-
tude, embrace any manucr of hardfhip, and de-
fy torments and death. Whercas, on the other
land , a perfon being placed in all the happy cir-
cumftances of outward enjoyment, furroundud
with every thing which can allure or charm the
feofe , and being then actually in the very mo-
went of fuh a pleafing indulgence; yet no foon-
r is ithere any ghing amifs wichin, no fooner
ha: he conceived any internal ail or diforder, any
thing 1owardly vexatious or diftempered . than
inflaotly his enjoyment ceafes, the piealure of
fenfe is at an end ; and every means of that fort
becomes ineffectual , and is rejedted as unealy,
and fubject to give dillafte.

The plealures of the mind being allowed,
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therefore, fuperior to thofe of the body, it follows,
“ That whatever can create in any intelligent
“ bewng a conftant flowing feries or train of wmen-
“ tal enjoyments, or plealures of the mind, is
“ more confiderable to his happinefs, than that
¢ which can create to him a like conftant courfe
“ or vain of fenfual enjoymcats, or plealures of
“ the body.”

Now, the mental enjoyments are either adually
the very natural affections themlelves in their
tmmediate operation ; or they wholly, in a man-
ner, proceed from them, and are no other than
their effedts.

If fo, 1t follows, that the natural affe&ions du-
ly eftablifhed in a rational creature, being the
only means which can procure him a conftant
{feries or {ucceflion of the mental enjoyments, they
are the only means which can procure him. a
certain and folid happinefs.

Now, in the hrit place, to explain, “ How
“ much the natural affections are in themfelves
“ the highelt plealures and enjoymeats; ” there
fhould, methiaks, be licde need of proving this
to any one of human kind, who has ever known
the condition of the mind under a hvely affe@tion
of love, grautude, bounty, generofity, pity,
fuccour, or whatever elfe 15 of a focial or friend-
ly fort. He who has ever fo little knowledge of
human nature, is fenfible what pleafure the mind
perceives  when 1t is touched in this generous
way. The difference we find between folitude
and company, between a common company and

G 2
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that of friends: the reference of almoft all our
pleafures to mutual converfe,, and the dependence
they have on fociety, either prefent or imagined;
all thefe are {ufficient proofs in our behalf.

How much the focial pleafures are fuperior to
any other, may be known by wvifible tokens and
effects. The very outward {features, the marks
and (igns which attend this fort of joy, are ex-
preflive of a more intenfe, clear, and undifturb-
ed pleafure, than thole which attend the fatif-
faction of thirflt, hunger, and other ardent appe-
tites. But more particularly ftill may this fupe-
riority be known, from the actual prevalence and
afcendency of this fort of affection over all befides.
Wherever it prefents itfelf with any advantage,
it filences and appeafes every other motion of
pleafure. No joy, merely of fenfe, can be a match
for it. Whoever is judge of both the pleafures,
will ever give the preference to the former. But
to be able to judge of both, it is neceflary to
have a fenfe of each. The honeft man indeed can
judge of fenfual pleafure, and knows its utmoft
force. For neither is his tafte or fenfe the duller;
but, on the contrary , the more intenfe and clear,
on the account of his temperance , and a mode-
rate ufe of appetite. But the immoral and profli-
gate man can by no means be allowed a good
judge of focial pleafure, to which he is fo mere
a ftranger by bis nature,

Nor is it any objection here, that in many na-
tures the good affedtion, though really prefent,
is found to be of infufficient force. ~For where
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it is not in its natural degree, it is the fame in-
deed as if it were not, or had never been. The
lefs there is of this good affection in any unto-
ward creature , the greater the wonder is, that
it fhould at any time prevail; as in the very
worft of creatures it fometimes will. And if it
prevails but for once, 'in any fingle inftance, it
fhows evidently, that if'the affection were tho-
roughiy experienced or known, it would prevail
m all.

Thus the charm of kind affettion is fuperior
to all other pleafure; fince it has the power of
drawing from every other appetite or inclination.
And thus in the cafe of love to the offspring,
and a thoufand other 1nftances, the charm 1is
found to operate fo ftrongly on the temper, as,
in the midft of other temptations, to render it
fufceptible of this paffion alone, which remains
as the mafter-pleafure and conqueror of the reft.

There is no one who, by the leaft progrefs in
fcience or learning, has come to know barely
the principles of mathematics, but has found,
that, in the exercife of his mind on the difco-
veries he there makes, though merely of fpecu-
lative truths, he receives'a pleafure and delight
fuperior to that of fenfe. | When we have tho-
roughly fearched into the nature of this contem-
plative delight , we fhall find it of a kind which
relates not in the leaft to any private interel of
the creature , nor has for its ohje@ any felf-good
or advantage of the private fyftem. The admi-
ration, joy, or love, turns wholly upon what is

{(+ »
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exterior, and foreign to ourfelves, And thovgh
the reflected joy or pleafure which arifes from
the notice of this pleafure once perceived , may
be interpreted a felf paffion, or interefted re.
gard; yet the original fatisfadtion can be no other
than what refults from the love of truth, propor-
tion, order, and fymmetry, in the things with.
out. If this be the cafe, the paflion ought in
reality to be ranked with natural affz@tion  For
having no object within the compafs of the private
fyftem , it muft either be efteemed fuperflunus
and unnatural, as having no tendency towards
the advantage or good of any thing in pature ,
or it muft be judged to be, what it truly 1s,
“ A npatural joy ' in the contemplation of thofe
“ numbers, that harmony, proportion, and con-
cord, which fupports the naiverfal nature, and
“ is effential in the conftitution and form of every
particular fpecies, or order of beings.”

But this fpeculative pleafure, however confi-
derable and valuable it may be, or bowever fu-
perior to any motion of mere fenfe, mult yet be
tar futpafled by virtnous motion, and the exer-
cife of benignity and goodnefs; where, together
with the moft delightful affeGion of the foul,
there is joined a pleafing aflent and approbation
of the mind to what is acted in this good difpo-
fition and boneft bent.  FFor whire is there on
carth a fairer matier of fpecvlavion, a goodlier,
view or contemplation , than that of a beautiful,

[ {4
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proportioned , and becoming acion ? Or what is
there relating to us, of which the confcioufnefs
and memory is more folidly and laftingly enter-
taining ?

We may obferve, that in the paffion of love
between the fexes, where, together with the af-
fection of a vulgar fort, there 1s a mixture of the
kind and friendly, the fenfe or feeling of this
Jatter is in reality fuperior to the former; fince
often through this aflection, and for the fake of
the perfon beloved, the greateft bardfhips in the
world bave been fubmitted to, and even death
jtfelf voluntarily embraced, without any expected
compenfation. For where fhould the ground of
fuch an expe&ation lie ? Not here, in this world
furely; for death puts an end to all. Nor yet
hereafter, in any other: for who has ever thought
of providing a heaven or future recompence for
the fuffering virtue of lovers ?

We may obferve , withal ,*in faver of the
natural affe@ions, that it is not only when joy
and fprightlinefs are mixed with them, that they
carry a real enjoyment above that of the {enfual
kind. The very dilturbances which belong to
natural affe@tion , though they may be thought
wholly contrary to pleafure , yield ftill a con-
tentment and fatisfaction greater than the plea-
fures of indulged fenfe. And where a feries or
continued furce(Gon of the tender and kind affec<
tions can be carried on, even through fears, hor-
rors, forrows, griefs; the emotion of the foul is
full agreeable. We continue pleafed even with
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this melancholy afpedt or fenfe of virtue. Her
beauty fupports itfelf under a cloud, and in the
midft of furrounding calamities. For thus, when
by mere illufion, as in a tragedy, the paffions of
this kind are {kilfully excited in us, we prefer
the entertainment to any other of equal duration,
We find by ourfelves, that the moving our pal-
fions in this mournful way, the engaging them in
behalf of merit and worth, and the exerting what-
ever we have of focial affection, and human fym-
pathy, is of the higheft delight ; and affords a
greater enjoyment in the way of thought and
{fentiment, than any thing befides can do in a way
of fenfe and common appetite. And after this
manner it appears, “ How much the mental en-
“ joyments are actually the very natural affe¢tions
« themfelves. ”

Now, in the next place, to explain, “ How
they proceed from them, as their natural ef.
“ fects;” we may confider, firft, that the effeds
of love or kind affection, in a way of mental
pleafure, are, “ An enjoyvment of good by com-
* munication; a recelving it, as it were, by
refletion, or by way of participation in the
good of others;” and, “A pleafing confciounf-
nels of the actual love , merited efteem oY
approbation of others. ”

How confiderable a part of happinefs arifes from
the former of thefe effects, will be ealily appre-
hended by one who is not exceedingly ill- natu-
red. It will be confidered how many the plea-
fures are, of fharing contentment and delight with
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others; of receiving it in fellowfhip and company ;
and gathering it, in a manner, from the pleafed
and happy ftates of thofe around us, from accounts
and relations of fuch happineffes, from the very
countenances , geftures, voices, and founds, even
of creatures foreign to our kind, whofe figns of
joy and contentment we can any way difcern. So
infinuating are thefe pleafures of fympathy, and
fo widely diffufed through our whole lives, that
there is hardly fuch a thing as fatisfaction or con-
tentment , of which they make not an effential
part.

As for that other effe@t of focial love, viz. the
confcioufnefs of merited kindnefs or efteem, it is
not difficult to perceive how much this avails
in mental pleafure, and conftitutes the chief en-
joyment and happinefs of thofe who are, in the
narroweft fenfe, voluptuous. How natural is it
for the moft felfith among us, to be continually
drawing fome fort of fatisfadtion from a charac-
ter, and plealing ourfelves in the fancy of defer-
‘ved admiration and efteem ? For though it be
mere fancy , we endeavour fiill to believe it truth,
and flatter ourfelves all we can with the thought
of merit of fome kind, and the perfuafion of our
deferving well from fome few at leaft, with whom
we happen ‘to have a more intimate and familiar
commerce.

What tyrant is there, what robber, or open
violator of the laws of fociety, who has not a
companion , or fome particular fet, either of his
own kindred, or fuch as he calls friends, with
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whom he gladly fhares his good, in whofe wel.
fare he dehghts, and whofe joy and fatisfaction
be makes his own? What perfon in the world is
there, who receives not fome impreffions from
the flattery or kindnefs of fuch as are familiar
with him ? It is to this foothing hope and expec-
tation of friendfhip, that almolt all our acions
have {ome reference. It is this which goes through
our whole lives, and mixes itfelf even with molt
of our vices. Of this, vanity . ambition , and
Juxvry , bhave a fhare; and many other diforders
of our life partake. Even the unchafieft love
borrows largely from this fource. So that, were
pleafure to be computed in the fame way as other
things commorly are, it might properly be faid,
that out of thefe two branches, wviz community
or participation in the pleafures of others, and
belief of meriting well from others, woyld arife
more than nine tenths of whatever i« enjoyed in
life. And thus, in the main fum of happinefs,
there 1c fcarce a fingle article but what derives
itfelf from focial love, and depends immediately
on the natural and kind affections.

Now . fuch as Caufes are, fuch muft be their
Filets. And therefore as natural affe@ion or
focial love is perfe@ or imperfe@, fo muft be the
content and happinefs depending on it.

Eot left any (hould imagine wi'h them{:lves,
that an ioferior degree of natural affedion or an
sropesfect partial regard of this fort, can fopply
the place of an entire, fincere, and truly moral
one; left a fmall tin&ure of focial inclination




Part 2, § 1. CONCERNING VIRTUFR. o1

fhould be thought fnfficient to anfwer the end of
pleafure in fociety, and give us that enjoyment of
participation and communpity which is {0 effennial
to our happinefs; we may confider, firft, that
partial Affection, or focial love in part, withonut
regard to a complete fociety or whole, is in itfelf
an inconfiftency , and implies an ahfnlute contra-
diction. W hatever affection we have towards anv
thing befides ourfelves, if it be not of the natural
{fort towards the fyftem , or kind, it muft be of
all other affecions the moft diffociable, and de-
fiructive of the enjoyments of fociety: if it be
veally of the patural fort, and applied only to
fome one part of fociety , or of a fpecies, but not
to the fpecies or fociety itfelf; there can be no
more account given of it, than of the molt odd,
capricious , or humorfome pafion which may
arife. 'The perfon, therefore , who is confcions
of this affe@ion, can be confcious of no merit
or worth on the account of it. Nor can the
perfons on whom this capricious affe&ion has
chanced to fall, be in any manner fecure of its
continnance or force. As it has no foundation or
eftablihment in reafon, fo it mult be ealily re.
movable, and fubje@ to alteration , without rea-
fon Now, the variablenefs of fuch fort of pal-
fion, which depends folely on capricionfvefs and
humor, and undergoes the frequent fucceflions
of alternate hatred and love, averfion and incli-
nation muft of neceflity create continual difturb-
ance and difzuft, give an =2llay to what 1s im-
mediately enjoyed in the way of friendfhip and
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fociety, and in the end extinguifh, in a manner,
the very inclination towards friendfhip and human
commerce. Whereas, on the other hand, entire
Affection, from whence integrity has its name,
as it is anfwerable to itfelf, proportionable , and
rational ; fo it is irrefragable, folid and durablé.
And as in the cafe of partiality , or vicious friendfhip,
which has no rule or order, every reflection of
the mind neceffarily makes to its difadvantage ,
and leffens the enjoyment; fo in the cafe of
integrity , the confcioufnefs of jult behaviour
towards mankind in general, cafts a good reflec-
tion on each friendly affe¢tion in particular , and
raifes the enjoyment of friendfhip fill the higher,
m the way of community or participation above
mentioned.

And, 1n the next place, as partial Affecion is
fitted only to a fhort and flender enjoyment of
thofe pleafures of fympathy or participation with
others; fo neither is it able to derive any confi-
derable enjoyment from that other principal branch
of human happinels, viz. confcioufnels of the
actual or merited elteem of others. From whence
fhould this efteem arife ? The merit, furely, muft
in itfelf be mean, whilft the affe@tion is {o pre-
carious and uncertain. What truft can there be to
a mere cafual inclination or capricious liking 2 Who
can depend on fuch a friendfhip as is founded on
no moral rule, but fantaflically afligned to fome
fingle perfon or fmall part of mankind, exclufive
of fociety, and the whole ?

It may be confidered, withal, as a thing impol-
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fible, that they who efteem or love by any other
rule than that of virtue, fhould place their affec-
tion on fuch fubjecs as they can long efteem or
Jove. It will be hard for them, in the number
of their fo beloved friends, to find any in whom
they can heartily rejoice, or whofe reciprocal
Jove or efteem they can fincerely prize and enjoy.
Nor can thofe pleafures be found or lafting, which
are gathered from a felf-flattery , and falfe perfua-
Gion of the efteem and love of others, who are
incapable of any found efteem or love. It appears
therefore how much the men of narrow or partial
affetion muft be lofers in this fenfe, and of necel-
fity fall fhort in this fecond principal part of mental
enjoyment.

Vlean while entire affection has all the oppo-
fite advantages. It is equal, conftant, account.
able to itfelf, ever fatisfadtory, and pleafing. It
gains applaufe and love from the beft; and in all
difinterefted cafes , from the very worlt of men.
We may fay of it, with juftice’, that it carries
with it a confcioufnefs of merited love and ap-
probation from all fociety , from all intelligent
creatures , and from whatever is original to all
other intelligence. And if there be in nature any
fuch original, we may add, that the fatisfaction
which attends entire affe@ion , is full and noble,
in proportion to its final object , which contains
all perfeétion; according to the fenfe of Theifm
above noted. For this, as has been fhown, is
the refult of virtue. And to have this entire
Affe@ion or Integrity of mind, is to live according
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to nature, and the di¢tates and rules of fupreme
wifdom.  This is morality, jultice, prety, and
natural religion,

But Ieft this argument Mould appear perhaps
too {cholaltically ftated, and in terms and phrafes
which ar¢ noc of familiar ufe, we may try whe-
ther poflibly we can fet it yet in a platoer Lighe.

Let any one, thien, confider well thofe plea-
fures which he receves eicher in private rétire-
wment, contemplation findy, and conveife with
himfelt; or 1o mirth, jol;‘ny. and eotertainment,
with others; and he will find, that they are whol-
ly fouaded 1n an ealy temper, free of harfhnefs,
bitternefs, or diftafte; and in a mind or reafon
well compofed , quiet, eafy within idelf, and fuch
as cav freely bear its own infpection and review.
Now, fuch a mind, and fuch a Temper, which
fic and qualify tor the enjoyment of the pleafures
mcotioned , muit of necelfity be owing to the na-
tural and good affedions.

As to what relates to Temper, it may be con-
fidered thus. There is no flate of outward pro-
fperity, or flowing fortune, where inclination
and defire are always fatistied , fancy aid bumor
pleafed. There are almoli hourly fome impedi-
meits or crofles to the appetite; fome accidents
or other from without, or fomething from with-
10, to check the licentious courfe of the indulged
affections. They are not always to be fatistied
by mere indulgence. And when a life is guided
by fancy ouly. there is fufficient ground of con-
traricty and dilluibance. The very ordinary lal-
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fitudes, uneafineffes, and defects of dilpofition in
the foundeft body; the interrupted courfe ol the
humors, or fpirits in the healthiclt people; and
the accidental diforders, common to cvery conflis
tution . are (utlicient, we know, on many occa-
fions, to breed uneafine(s and diftalte. And this,
io time , muft grow into a habit, where there 15
nothing to oppofe its progiels, and hiuder 1ts
prcvmling on the temper. Now , the ouly found
oppolite to ill Humor, is natural and kind affec-
tion. For we may oblerve, that when the mind,
upon reflection, rcfolves at any time o fupprels
this difturbance already rifen in the temper, and
fets about this reforming work with beartinels,
and in good carneft, it cao no otherwife accorm-
plilh the undertakiog, than by introducing into
the affcctionate parc fome gentle fecling of the
focial and fucudly kind; fome enlivening motion
of kinducls, fellowthip, complacency, or love,
to allay and coavert that contrary wotion of 1m-
patience and difcontent.

If ic be faid, perhaps, that, in the cafe before
us, religious affection or devotion is a fulficient
and proper remedy ; we anfwer, that it 15 accord-
ing as the kKind may happily prove. For if 1t
be of the pleafant and chearful fore, it 1s of the
very kind of natural affection ifelf: if it be of
the difmal or fearful fort?; if it brings along with
it any affcction oppofite to wanhood, generofity,

* Vol. 1. p. 26. &%; Milc. 3, chap. 3. parag. 38, 39. §1. e,
in vol. 3.
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courage, or free thought; there will be nothing
gained by this application; and the remedy will,
in the iffue, be undoubtedly found worfe than
the difeafe. The fevereft reflections on our duty,
and the confideration merely of what is by author.
ity and under penalties enjoined, will not by
any means ferve to calm us on this occafion. The
more difmal our thoughts are on fuch a fubject,
the worle our temper will be, and the readier to
difcover itfelf in har(hnefs and aufterity. If, per
haps , by compulfion, or through any neceffity or
fear incumbent, a different carriage be at any time
affected , or different maxims owned, the practice
at the bottom will be ftill the fame. If the coun-
tenance be compofed, the heart, however, will not
be changed. The ill paflion may for the time be
withheld from breaking into adion, but will not
be fubdued, or in the leaft debilitated againft the
next occafion. So that in fuch a breaft as this,
whatever devotion there may be, it is likely
there will in time be little of an eafy fpirit, or
good temper remaining ; and confequently few and
flender enjoyments of a mental kind,

If it be objeGted, on the other hand. That
though in melancholy circumftances ill humor
may prevail , yet in a courfe of outward profper-
1ty , and in the height of fortune, there can no-
thing probably occur which fhould thus four the
temper, and give it fuch difrelifh as is fuggeled;
we may confider, that the moft humored and
indulged fate is apt to receive the moft difturb-
ance from every difappointment or fmalleft ail.
And
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And if provocations are eafielt raifed, and the
paffionis of anger, offence | and enmity , are found
the higheft 10 the mofi indulged ftate of will and
humor; there is ftill the greater need of a fupply
from focial affection, to preferve the temper from
running into favagencls and inhumanity. - And
this, the cafe of tyrants, and moft unlimited po-
tentates, may fufficientdy verify and demonfirate.

Now, as to the other part of our confideration,
which relates to a Mind or reafon well compofed
and eafy within itfelf; upon what account this
happinels may be though: owing to natural affec-
tion, we may poflibly refolve ourfelves after this
manner. It will be acknowledged, that a crea-
ture, fuch as man, who from feveral degrees of re-
flettion has rifen to thac capacity which we call
tealon and underftanding, muft, in the very ufe
of this his reafoning faculty, Be forced to receive
refle@tions back into his mind of what pafles in
itfelf, as well as in the affe@tions, or will; in
fhort; of whatfoever relates to his charaéter, con-
du& , or behaviour amidft his fellow-creatures,
and in fociety. Or fliould he be of himfelf unapt,
there are others ready to remind him, and refrefh
his memory, ia this way of criticifm. We have
all of us remembrancers enow to help us in this
work. Nor are the greateft favorites of fortune
exempted from this talk of felfinfpeion. Fven
flattery itfelf, by making the view agreeable, ren-
ders us more attentive this way, and infhares us in
the habit. The vainer any perfon is, the more he
has bis eye inwardly fixed vpon himfeif, and is,

Vor. 1L H
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after a certain manner, employed in this home-fur-
vey. And when a true regard to ourfelves cannot
oblige us to this infpection, a falfe regard to others,
and a fondnefs for reputation, raifes a watchful
jealoufy, and furnifhes us fufficiently with aéts of
refle@&ion on our own character and conduct.

In whatever manner we confider of this, we
Mall find @ill, that every reafoning or reflecting
creature 1s, by his nature, forced to endure the
review of his own mind and adions; and to
have reprefentations of himfelf, and his inward
affairs, conftantly pafling before him, obvious to
him, and revolving in his mind. Now , as no-
thing can be more grievous than this 1s, to one
who has thrown off natural affection; fo no-
thing can be more delightful to one who has pre-
ferved it with fincerity.

There are two things which to a rational
creature muft be horridly offenfive and grievous,
viz. “To have the reflection in his mind of any
« upjuft adion or behaviour, which he knows
% to be naturally odious and ill-deferving ; or of
“ any foolifh acion or behaviour, which he knows
« to be prejudicial to his own interet or hap-
« pinefs.

The former of thefe is alone properly called
Confcience , whether in a moral or religious fenfe.
For to have awe and terror of the Deity, does
not, of itfelf, imply confcience. No one is elteem-
ed the more confcientious for the fear of evil
fpirits , conjurations, enchantments, or whatever
may proceed from any unjuft, capricious , or
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devilifh nature. Now , to fear God any otherwile
than as in confequence of fome jultly blamable
and imputable ad&, is to fear a devilith nature ,
not a divine one. Nor does the fear of hell, or a
thoufand terrors of the Deity, imply confcience,
unlels where there is an apprechenfion of what
is wrong, odious , morally deformed, and ill de-
ferving. And where this is the cafe, there con-
fcience mult have effe@, and punifhment of ne-
ceflity be apprehended, even though it be not
exprefsly threatened.

And thus religioss confcience fuppofes moral
or natural confcience. And though the former
be underftood to carry with it the fear of divine
punifhment; it has its force, however, from the
apprehended motal deformity and odioufvefs of
any a&, with refpe& purely to the divine pre-
fence, aod the natural veneration due to fuch a
fuppofed being. For in fuch a prefence, the
fhame of villany or vice muft have its force, in-
dependently on that further apprehenfion of the
magifterial capacity of fuch a being, and his dif-
penfation of particular rewards or punifhments in
a future ftate.

It has been already faid that no creature can
malicioufly and intentionally do ill, without be.
ing fenfibie at the fame time, that he deferves il
And in this refpe@, every fenfible creature may
be faid to have confcience. For with all man:
kind , and all intelligent creatures, this muft cver
hold , “ That what they know they deferve from
“ every one, that they neceflarily muflt fear and

H 2
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« expeé from all.” And thus fufpicions and ill
apprehenfions muft arife, with terror both of
men and of the Deity. But befides this, there
muft in every rational creature be yet farther
confcience; viz. from fenfe of deformity in what
is thus ill-deferving and unnatural; and from a
confequent fhame or regret of incurring what is
odious , and moves averfion.

There fcarcely is, or can be any creature,
whom confcioufoefls of villany, as fuch merely,
does not at all offend ; nor any thiog opprobrious
or heinoufly imputable move or affect. If there
be fuch a one, it is evident he muft be abfolutely
indifferent towards moral good or ill. 1f this
indeed be his cafe, it will be allowed he can be
no way capable of vatural affection : if not of
that, then neither of any focial pleafure, or men-
tal enjoyment, as fhown above; but, on the con-
trary, he mult be fubject to all manner of hor-
rid , unnatural, and 1l affection. So that to want
Confcience, or natural fenfe of the odioufnefs of
crime and injuflice, is to be moft of all miferable
in life: but where coanfcience, or fenfe of this
fort, remains ; there, confequently , whatever
is committed againft it, mult of neceflity, by
means of reflection, as we have fhown, be conti-
nually (hameful, orievous, and offenfive.

A man who in a paflion happens to kill his
companion , relents immediately on the fight of
what he has done. His revenge is changed into
pity » and his hatred turned againft himfelf; and
this merely by the power of the object. On this
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account he fuffers agonies; the fubject of this
contipually occurs to him; and of this he has
a conftant ill remembrance, and difpleafing con-
fcioufuefs. If, on the other fide, we fuppofe him
not to relent, or fuffer any real concern or fhame,
then either he has no fenfe of the deformity of
the crime and injultice, no natural affection, and
confequently no happinels or peace within; or
if he has any fenfe of moral worth or goodnefs,
1t mult be of a perplexed and contradictory kind.
He muft purfue an inconfiftent notion, idolize
fome falfe fpecies or virtue, and affect as noble,
gallant, or worthy, that which is*irrational and
abfurd. And how tormenting this muft be to
him , is ealy to conceive. For never can fuch
a phantom as this be reduced to any certain form.
Never can this Proteus of honor be held fteady
to one fhape. The purfuit of it can only be vexa-
tious and diftracing. There is nothing befides real
virtue, as has been fhown, which can poflibly
hold any proportion to elteem , approbation, or
good conlcience. And he, who being led by
falfe religion, or prevailing cuftom, has learned
to elteem or admire any thing as virtue which is
-not really fuch, muft, either through the incon-
fiftency of fuch an efteem, and the perpetual im-
moralities occafioned by it, come at lalt to fofe
all confcience, and fo be miferable in the worlt
way; or, if he retains any confcience at all, it
muft be of a kind never fatisfatory , or able to
beftow content.- For it 1s impoffible that a cruel
enthufialt, or bigot, a perfecutor, a murderes,
H 3
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a bravo, a pirate, or any villain of lefs degree,
who is falfe to the fociety of mankind 1 general,
and conuradicts patural affection, fhould have any
fixed principle at all, aby real ftandard or meafure
by which he can regulate his efteem, or any
folid reafon by which to form his apprcbation of
any one moral a¢t. And thus, the more he fets
up honor, or advances zeal, the worfe he renders
bis nature, and the more deteftable his character.
The more he engages in the love or admiration of
any action or practice, as great and glorious , which
1s 1n itfelf morally 1ll and vicious, the more con-
tradi¢tion and felf-difapprobation bhe muft incur.
For there being nothing more certain than this,
¢ That no natural affection can be contradidted,
“ por any unnatural one advanced, without a
% prejudice, in fome degree, to all natural affec-
“ tion In general;” it mult follow, ¢ That in-
“ ward deformity growing greater, by the en-
% couragement of unnatural affection, there muft
 be fo much the more fubjeét® for diffatisfacto-
“ry reflettion, the more any  falle principle
* of honor, any falle religion or fuperltition, pre-
¢ wails. 7

So that whatever notions of this kind are che-
rifhed, or whatever charadter affected, which is
contrary to moral equity, and leads to inhuman-
ity, through a falfe confcience, or wrong fenle
of honor, ferves only to bring a man the more
under the lafh of real and jult confcience, fhame,
and felf-reproach. Nor can any one, who, by
any pretended authority, commits ocne fingle im-
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morality, be able to fatisfy himfelf with any rea-
fon, why he fhould not at another time be car-
ried further, into all manper of villany, fuch
perhaps as he even abhors to think of. And this
1s a reproach which a2 mind muft of neceflity
make to itfelf, upon the lealt violation of natu-
ral confcience ; 1n doing what is morally de-
formed , and ill-deferving, though warranted by
any example or precedent amonglt men, or by
any fuppofed injunction or command of higher
powers.

Now , as for that other part of confcience,
viz. the remembrance of what was at any time
unreafonably and foolifhly done , in prejudice of
one’s real interelt or happinefls : This diffatisfac-
tory refle@ion muft follow fill and have effect,
wherefoever there is a fenfe of moral deformity,
contracted by crime and injultice. For even where
there is no fenfe of moral deformity, as fuch
merely ; there muft be flill a fenfe of the ill merit
of it with refpect to God and man. Or, though
there were a poflibility of excluding for ever all
thoughts or fufpi-cions of any fuperior powers , yet
confidering that this infenfibility towards moral
goodor ill, implies a total defe@ in natural affection ,
and that this defe& can by no diffimulation be
concealed ; it is evident, that a man of this unhappy
character muft fuffer a very fenfible lofs in the
friendfhip, truft , and confidence of other men;
and confequently muft fuffer in his intereft and
outward happinefs. Nor can the fenfe of this
difadvantage fail to occur to him, when he fees

H a4
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2
with regret and envy, the better and more erateful
terms of friendfhip and eftcem, on which better
people live wich the reft of mankind. Even,
therefore , -where natural affection is wanting | it
. 1s certain {bll , that by 1mmorality | necefiarily
happening through want of fuch affcétion, there
muft be difturbance from counlcience of this fort,
viz. from fenfe of what is committed imprudently,
and contrary to real intereft and advantage.

From all this we may eafily conclude, how
much our bhappinels depends on natural and good
affection.  For if the chief happinels be from the
Mental pleafures ; and the chicf mental pleafures
are fuch as we have defcribed | and are founded 1n
natural affection : it follows. * That to have the
¢ natural affections, 1s to Lhave the chief means and
“ power of felf-enjoyment, the higheft potleliion
“ and happinefls of life.”

Now , as to the pleafures of the Body, and the
fatisfactions belonging to mere Senfe, 1t is evident
they cannot poflibly bhave their cffe@, or afford
any valuable enjoyment, ‘otherwife than by the
means of focial and natural affection,

To live well, has no other meaning with
fome people, than to eat and drink well. And
methinks 1t 1s an unwary conceflion we make n
favor of thefe pretended good livers, when we
join with them , in honoring their way of life
with the title of living faft; as if they lived the
falteft who took the greateft pains to enjoy leaft
of life : for if our account of happinels be night,
the greatelt enjoyments in life are fuch as thele
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men pafs over in their hafte , and have fcarce ever
allowed themfelves the hiberty of tafting.

But as confiderable a part of voluptuoufnefs as
is founded in the palate ; and as notable as the
fcience is, which depends on it; one may jufily
prefume that the oftentation of elegance, and a
certain emulation and ftudy how to excel in this
fumptuous art of living , goes very far in the
raifing fuch a high 1dea of it, as is obferved
among the men of pleafure. For were the circum-
ftances of a table and company , equipages, fervices
and the reft of the management withdrawn, there
would be hardly left any pleafure worth accept-
ance, even in the opinion of the moft debauched
themfelves.

The very notion of a debauch, which 15 a fally
into whatever can be imagined of pleafure and
voluptuoufnefs , carries with it a plain reference
to fociety or fellowhip. Jt may be called a furfeit,
or excels of eating and drinking , but bardly a
debauch of that kind, when the excels 15 com.
mitted feparately , out of all fociety or fellowlhip.
And one who abufes himfelf in this way, i1s often
called a fot, but never a debauchee. The cour-
tefans, and even the commoneft of women, who
live by proflitution , know very wcll how necellary
it is , that every one whom they entertain with
their beauty , fhould believe there are fatisfactions
reciprocal, and that pleafures are no lefs given tha
received. And were this imagination to be wholly
taken away , there would be hardly any of the
grofler fort of mankind, who would not per-
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ceive their remaining pleafure to be of flender
eftimation.

Who is there can well or long enjoy any thing ,
when alone , and abfltracted perfectly , even in
his very mind and thought, from every thing
belonging to fociety ? Who would not, on fuch
terms as thefe, be prefently cloyed by any fenfual
indulgence ? Who would not foon grow uneafy
with his pleafure , however exquifite, till he had
found means to impart it, and make it truly
pleafant to him , by communicating, and fharing
1t at leaft with fome one fingle perfon? Let men
imagine what they pleafe , let them fuppofe
themlelves ever fo felfith, or defire ever fo much
to follow the dicates of that narrow principle,
by which they would bring nature under reftraint,
nature will break out ; and in agonies, difquiets,
and a diltempered ftate, demonftrate evidently
the ill confequence of fuch violence, the ab-
furdity of fuch a device , and the punifhment
which belongs to fuch a monftrous and horrid
endeavour.

Thus , therefore , not only the pleafures of the
mind, but even thofe of the body, depend on
natural aftection ; infomuch, that where this is
wanting , they not only lofe their force, but are
In a manner converted into uneafinels and difguft.
The fenfations which fhiould naturally afford con-
tentment and delight, produce rather difcontent
and fournefs, and breed a wearifomenels and
reftlefsnefs in the difpofition. This we may perceive
by the perpetual inconftancy , and love of change,
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fo remarkable in thofe who have nothing commun i
cative or friendly in their pleafures. Good fellow(hip,
in its abufed fenfe , feems indeed to have fomething
more conftant and determining. The company
fupports the bhumor. It is the fame in love. A
certain  tendervefls and generofity of affections
fupports the pafiion , which otherwife would in-
ftantly be changed. Perfeceft beauty cannot of
itfelf retain or fix it. And that love which has no
other foundation , but relies on this exterior kind,
is foon turped into averfion. Satiety, perpetual
difguft, and feverifhnels of defire , attend thofe
who paflionately ftudy pleafure. ‘They belt enjoy
it, who ftudy to regulate their paflions. And by
this they will come to know how abfolute an
incapacity there 1s in any thing fenfual to pleale, ar
give contentment, where it depends not on fome-
thing friendly or focial , fomething conjoined ,
and in affinity with kind or natural atfe@ion.

But ere we conclude this® asticle of f(ocial ar
natural affection , we may take a general view of
it , and bring it , once for all, into the fcale , to
prove what kind of Balance * it helps to make
within ;- and what the confequence may be of its
deficiency or light weight.

There is no one, of ever fo little underftanding
in what belongs to a human conftitution, who
knows not, that without aciom, motion , and
employment , the body languifhes , and is _op-
preffed ; its nourifbment turns to difeafe ; the

? Sppra, p. 74s 75
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fpirits, unemployed abroad , help to confume the
parts within ; and nature, as it were, preys upon
herfelf. In the fame manner, the fenfible and living
part, the foul or mind , wanting its proper and
natural exercile , 1s burdened and difeafed. Its
thoughts and paffions being unnaturally withbeld
from) thetr due objedts , turn agamlt itfelf, and
create the higheft impatience and ill humor.

In brutes *, and other creatures, who have
not the ufe of realon or refle¢tion, at leaft not
after the manner of mankind, it is fo ordered in
nature, that, by their daily fearch after food, and
their application either towards the bufinels of
their livelihood, or the affairs of their fpecies or
kind , almoft their whole time is taken up, and
they fail not to find full employment for their
pallion, according to that degree of agitation to
which they are fitted, and which their conftitution
requires. If any one of thefe creatures be taken
out of his natural ‘'laborious ftate, and placed
amidft fuch a plenty as can profufely adminifter
to all his appetites and wants ; it may be obferved,
that as bis circumftances grow thus loxuriant , his
temper and paffions have the fame growth. When
he comes, at any time, to have the accommoda-
tions of life at a cheaper and eafier rate than was
at firt intended him by nature , he is made to
pay dear for them in another way; by lofing his
natural good difpofition, and the orderlinefs of his
kind or fpecies.

* Supta, p. 74, 75.5 Rhapfl. part 2. § 4. parag. 42, &'c. in
this volume; Milec. 4. chap. 2. parag. 9, &c. in vol. 3.
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This needs not to be demonftrated by particular
inftances. Whoever has the leaft knowledge of
natural hiftory, or has been an obferver of the
feveral breeds of creatures, and their ways of
life and propagation , will eafily underftand this
difference of orderlinefs between the wild and the
tame of the fame fpecies. The latter acquire new
habits , and deviate from their original nature.
They lofe even the common inftin@ and ordinary
ingenuity of their kind ; nor can they ever regain
it , whillt they continue in this pampered {tate;
but being turned to fhift abroad , they refume
the natural affection and fagacity of their {pecies.
They learn to unite in firicter fellow(hip, and
grow more concerned for their offspring. They
provide againft the feafons, and make the moft
of every advantage given by nature for the [upport
and maintenance of their particular fpecies, againft
fuch as are foreign and holtile. And thus, as they
grow bufy and employed , they grow regular and
good. Their petulancy and vice forfakes them with
their idlenefs and eafe.

It happens with mankind , that whillt fome
are by neceflity confined to labor , others are
provided with abundance of all things, by the
pains and labor of inferiors. Now , if among 'the
fuperior and eafy fort, there be not fomething of
fit and proper employment raifed in the room of
what is wanting in common labor and toil ; if,
inftead of an application to any fort of work,
fuch as has a good and honelt end in fociety,
as lettres , fciences , afts , hufbandry , public
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affairs , economy , or the like , therebe a thorough
negle® of all duty or employment ; a fettled
idlenefs , {fupinenefs, and mactivity ; this of veceffity
muflt occafion a moft relaxed and diffolute ftate:
it muft produce a total diforder of the pallions,
and break out in the (rangeft irregularities
imaginable.

We fee the enormous growth of luxury in
capital cities, fuch as have been long the feat of
empire. We fee what improvements are made
in vice of every kind , where numbers of men
are maintained in lazy opulence and wanton
plenty. It is otherwife with thofe who are taken
up in honeflt and due employment , and have
been well inured to it from their vouth. This
we may obferve in the hardy femote provincials,
the inhabitants of fmaller towns, and the induf-
trious fort of common people ; where it is rare
to meet with any inftances of thofe irregulari-
ties which are known in courts and palaces, and
in the rich foundations of eafy and pampered
priefts.

Now . if what we have advanced concerning
an inward conflitution be real and juft; if it be
true , that Nature tworks by a jult order and re-
gulation, as well in the paffions and affe&ions,
as i the limbs and organs which fhe forms ; if
it appears withal , that (he has fo conftituted this
inward part , that nothing is fo eflfential to it as
exercife ; and no exercife fo effential as that of
focial or natural affection : it follows, that where
this is removed or weakened , the inward part
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muft neceffarily fuffer and be impaired. . Let
indolence , indifference , or infenfibility, be ftudied
as an art, or cultivated with the vtmoft care;
the paffions thus refirained will force their prifon,
and in one way or another procure their liberty ,
and find full employment. They will be fure
to create to themfelves unufual and unnatural
exercife , where they are cut off from fuch as 15
patural and good. And thus in the room of
orderly aad natural affection , new and unnatural
muft be raifed, and all inward order and ceconomy
defltroyed.

One muft have a very imperfed idea of the
order of nature in the formation and firucture of
animals, to imagine that fo great a principle, {0
fundamental a part as that of natural affe&tion ,
fhould poffibly be loft or impaired , without any
inward ruin or fubverfion of the temper and frame
of mind.

Whoever is the lealt verfed in this moral kind
of archite®ure, will find the inward fabric fo
adjufted , and the whole fo nicely buile, that the
barely extending of a fingle paffion a little too far,
or the continuance of it too long, is able to bring
irrecoverable ruin and mifery. He will find this
experienced in the ordinary cafe of phrenzy and
diftraction ; when the mind , dwelling too long
upon ove fubject, whether profperous or calami-
tous, finks under the weight of it, and proves what
the neceffity is of a due balance, and counterpoife
in the affections. He will find, that in every
different creatwre , and diftin& fex , there 1s a
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different and diftin@ order, fet, or fuit of paffions,
proportionable to the different order of Jife , the
different functions and capacities afligned to each.
As the operations and effects are different , fo are
the fprings and caufes in each fyftem. The infide-
work is fitted to the outward acion and performance,
So that where habits or affections are diflodged ,
milplaced, or changed ; where thofe belonging to
one fpecies are intermixed with thofe belonging
to another, there muft of necellity be confufion
and dilturbance within.

All this we may obferve eafily, by comparing
the more perfet with the imperfect natures , fuch
as are imperfet from their birch | by having
fuffered violence within, in their earlieft form, and
inmoflt matrix. We know how it is with monfters,
fuch as are compounded of different kinds, or
different fexes. Nor are they lefs monfters, who
are misfhapen or diftorted in an inward part. The
ordinary animals appear unnatural and monfirous i
when they lofe their proper inftinéls, forfake
their kind, negleé their oftspring , and pervert
thofe. func¢tions or capacities beftowed by nature.
How wretched muft 1t be, therefore , for Man |
of all other creatures, to lofe that fenfe and feeling
which is proper to him as a Man , and fuitable
to his character and genius ? How unfortunate
mult it be for a creature , whofe dependence on
fociety is greater than any others, to lofe that
natural affection by which he is prompted to the
good and interelt of his fpecies and community ?
Such indeed 1s man’s natural fhare of this affection,

v that
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that he, of all other creatures, is plainly the lealt
able to bear folitude. . Nor is any thing more
apparent, than that there is naturally in every man
fuch a degree of focial affection, as inclines him to
feek the familiarity and friendfhip of his fellows.
It is here that he lets loofe a paffion, and gives
reins to a defire which can hardly by any ftrugele
or inward violence be with-held ; or if it be, is
fure to create a fadnefs, deje@ion, and melancholy
in the mind. For whoever is unfociable, and vo-
luntarily fhuns fociety or commerce with the world ,
muft of neceflity be morofe and ill- natured. He,
on the other fide, who is with-held by force or
accident, finds in his temper the ill effects of this
reftraint.  The inclination , when fupprefled,
breeds difcontent ; and on the contrary affords a
healing and enlivening joy, when acting at its
liberty , and with full fcope; as we may fee
parucularly , when, after a time of folitude and
long abfence, the heart is opened, the mind difbur-
dened , and the fecrets of the brealt unfolded to
a bofom - friend.

This we fee yet more remarkably inftanced in
perfons of the moft elevated ftations ; even in
princes , monarchs, and thofe who feem by their
condition to be above ordinary human com.
merce , and who affec a fort of diftant ftrangenefs
from the reft of mankind. But their carriage is
not the fame towards all men. The wifer and
better fort, it is true, are often held at a diftance,
as unfit for their intimacy . or fecret truft. But to
compenfate this, there are others fubftituted in

Vor. 1L 1
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their room, who, though they have the leaft merit,
and are perhaps the moft vile and contemptible of
men , are fufficient, however, to ferve the purpofe
of an imaginary friendfhip, and can become favorites
in form. Thele are the fubjects of humanity in
the great. For thefe we fee them often in concern
and pain: in thefe they eafily confide : to thefe
they can with pleafure communicate their power
and greatnefs , be open , free , generous, confiding,
bountiful, as rejoicing in the acion itfelf; having
no intention or aim beyond it ; and their intereft,
in refpe& of policy , often ftanding a quite contrary
way. But where neither the love of markind, nor
the paffion for favorites, prevails, the tyrannical
temper fails not to fhow itfelf mn its proper colors,
and to the life, with all the bitternels, cruelty,
and miftruft , which belong to that folitary and
gloomy ftate of uncommunicative and unfriendly
greamnefs.  Nor needs there any particular proof
from hiftory , or prefent time, to fecond this
remark.

Thus it may appear, how much natural affec-
tion is predominant; how it is inwardly joined to
us, and implanted in our natures; how interwoven
with our other paflions; and how effential to that
regular motion and courfe of our affections, on
which our happinefs and fclf enjoyment fo imme-
diately depend.

And thus we have demonfirated, that as; on one
fide, to have the natural and good affections, is
to have the chief means and power of felf-enjoy-
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ment; fo, on the other fide, to want them, is
certain mifery, and 1ill

e C T 1L

Second proof; from the [elf-paffions. Love of life. Refents
ment. Pleafure. Luxury. Amornrs. Intereft. Emunlation.

Indolence. Self-paffions in general.

»if E are now to prove, That by having the
felf- paffions too intenfe or ftrong, a creature becomes
miferable.

In order to this, we muft, according to method,
enumerate thofe home- affections which relate to
the private interelt or feparate ceconomy of the
creature; fuch 4+, love of life; — refentment of
injury; — pleafure, or appetite towards nourifll+
ment and the means of generation ; — interelt ;, or
defire of thofe conveniencies, by which we are
well provided for, and maintained ; — emulation,
or love of praife and honor ; — indolence, or love
of eafe and reft. — Thefe are the affedtions which
relate to the private fyftem, and conltitute what«
ever we call intereftednefs or felf-love.

Now, thefle affections, if they are moderate, and
within certain bounds, are neither mjurious to
focial life, nor a hindrance to virtue: but being in
an extreme degree, they become cowardice; —
revengefulnefs, — luxury, — avarice,, — vanity

1z
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and ambition, — floth; — and, as fuch, are owned
vicious and ill with refpect to human fociety How
they are ill alfo with refpect to the private perfon,
and are to his own difadvantage, as well as that
of the public, we may confider, as we feverally
examine them.

If there were any of thefefelf paffions, which,
for the good and happinefs of the creature, might
be oppofed to natural affection, and allowed to
overbalance it; The defire and love of life would
have the beft pretence. But it will be found per-
haps, that there is no paffion which, by having
much allowed to 1t, 1s the occalion of more
diforder and mifery.

There is nothing more certain, or more univer-
fally agreed, than this, * That life may fometimes
% be even a misfortune and mifery. ” To enforce
the continuance of it in creatures reduced to fuch
extremity, is efteemed the greatett’cruelty. And
though religion forbids that any one fhould be his
own reliever; yet if, by fome fortunate accident,
death offers of itfelf ; it 1s embraced as highly
welcome. And on this account the ncarelt friends
and relations oftén rejoice at the releafe of one
entirely beloved; even though he himfelf may
have been fo weak as earneltly to decline death ,
and endeavour the utmoft prolongment of his
own uneligible fRtate.

Since life, therefore, may frequently prove a
misfortune and mifery; and fince it naturally be-
comes {o, by being only prolonged to theinfirmities
of old age; fince there is nothing, withal, more
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common than to fee life over-valued, and pur-
chafed at fuch a colt as it can never jultly be
thought worth : it follows evidently , that the
paflion itfelf, viz. the love of life, and abhorrence
or dread of death, if beyond a certain degree,
and overbalancing 1n the temper of any creature,
muft lead him dire@tly againft his owan intereft;
nake him, upon occalion, become the greatelt
enemy to himfelf, and neceflitate him to act as
fuch.

But though it were allowed the intereft and
good of a creature, by all courfes and means
whatfoever, 1n any circum(lances, or at any rate,
to preferve life; yet would it be againft his intereft
ftill to have this paffion in a high degree. For it
would by this means prove ineffe¢tual, and no
way conducing to its end. Various inftances need
not be given. For what is there better known,
than that at all times an exceflive fear betrays to
danger, inftead of faving from it ? It is impoflible
for any one to act fenfibly, and with prefence of
mind, even in his own prefervation and defence,
when he is ftrongly preffed by fuch a paffion. On
all extraordinary emergencies, it is courage and
refolution fuves; whillt cowardice robs us of the
means of fafety, and not only deprives us of our
defenfive faculties, but even runs us to the brink
of ruin, and makes us meet that evil which of
itfelf would never have invaded us.

But were the confequences of this paffion lefs
injurious than we have reprefented, it muft be
allowed ftill, that in itfelf it can be no other than

Is
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miferable; if it be mifery to feel cowardice, and

e baunted by thofe fpe@res and horrors which
are proper to the character of one who has a
thorough dread of death. For it is not only when
dangers happen, and hazards are incurred, that
this fort of fear opprcffua and diftracs. If it in the
leaft prevails, it gives no quarter, fo much as at
the fafelt, ftilleft hour of retreat and quiet. Every
object fuggelts thought enough to employ it. It
operates when it is leaft obferved by others; and
enters at all times into the pleafanteft parts of life,
fo as to corrupt and poifon all enjoyment and
content. One may fafely aver, that, by reafon of
this paffion alone, many a life, if inwardly and
clofely viewed, would be found to be thoroughly
miferable, though attended with all other circum-
ftances which in appearance render it happy. But
when we add to this the meanneffes, and bafe
.condefcenfions, occafioned by fuch a paflionate
concern for living; when we confider how, by
means of it, we are driven to a@ions we can never
view without diflike, and forced by degrees from
our natural condud into ftill greater crookedneffes
and perplexity ; there is no one, furely, fo difin-
genuous, as not to allow, that life, in this cafe,
becomes a forry purchafe, and is paffed with little
freedom or fatisfaction. For how can this be other-
wife, whillt every thing which is generous and
worthy, even the chief relifh, happinefs, and
good of life, is for life’s fake abandoned and
renounced ?

And thus it feems evident, « That to have this
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« affecion of defire and love of life too intenfe,
« or beyond a moderate degree, is againft the
¢ interelt of a creature, and contrary to his happi-
« pefs and good.” '

There is another paffion very different from
that of fear, and which in a certain degree is
equally prel’ervari\'e to us, and conducing to our
fafety. As that is ferviceable, in prompting us to
(hun danger; fo is this, in fortifying us againft it,
and enabling us to repel injury, and refilt violence,
when offered. It is true, that according to ftrict
virtue, and a jult regulation of the affections in a
wife and virtuous man, fuch efforts towards
adtion amount not to what is jultly ftyled paffion
or commotion. A man of courage may be cautious
without real fear; and a man of temper may refift
or punifh without anger. But in ordinary charac-
ters, there muft peceflarily be fome mixture of the
real paffions themf{elves: which, however, in the
main, are able to allay and temper one another.
And thus Apger in a manner becomes neceflary.
Tt is by this paffion that one creaturc offering
violence to another, 1s deterred from the execu-
tion; whillt he obferves how the attempt affects
his fellow ; and knows, by the very figns which
accompany this rifing motion, that if the injury
be carried further, it will not pafs eafily, or with
impunity. It is this paffion withal, which , afrer
violence and hoftility executed, roufes a creature
in oppofition , and affifts him in returning like
hoftility and harm on the invader. For thus, as
rage and defpair increale, a creature grows fuil

14
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more terrible; and being urged to the greateft
extremiry, finds a degree of ftrength and boldnefs
unexperienced ull then, and which had never rifen
except through the height of provocation As to
this affection therefore, notwithftanding its imme-
diate aim be indeed the ill or punifhment of
another, yet it is plainly of the fort of thofe which
tend to the advantage and intereft of the felf
fyltem, the animal himfelf; and is withal, in other
refpects, contributing to the good and intereft of
the fpecies. But there is hardly need we fhould
explain how mifchievous and felf.deftrucive Anger
is, if it be what we commonly underftand by that
word; if it be fuch a paflion as is rath and violent
in the inftant of provocation, or fuch as Imprints
itfelf deeply, and caufes a fettled revenge, and an
eager vindicative purfuit. No wonder indeed, that
fo much is done in mere revenge, and under the
weight of a deep refentment, when the relief and
fatsfattion found in that indulgence is no other
than the affuaging of the moflt torturous pain,
and the alleviating the moft weighty and prefling
fenfation of mifery. The pain of this fort being
for a while removed or alleviated by the accom.
plithment of the defire, in the ill of another, leaves
indeed behind it the perception of a delicious eale,
and an overflowing of folt and pleafing fenfation.
Yet is this, in truth, no better than the rack itfelf.
For whoever has experienced racking pains , can
tell in what manner a fudden ceffation or refpite is
vied to affed him. From hence are thofe untoward
delights of perverfenefs, frowardnefs, and an inve-




Part 2. § 2. CONCERNING VIRTUE. 121

nomed, malignant difpofition, a&ing at its liberty.
For this is only a perpetual affuaging of Anger
perpetually renewed. In other characters, the paf-
fion arifes not fo fuddenly, or on {light caufess
but being once moved, is not fo eafily quieted.
The dormant fury, Revenge, being raifed once, and
wrought up to her highelt pitch, refts not till (he
attains her end; and, that attained, 1s eafy and
repofes ; making our fucceeding relief and eafe fo
much the more enjoyed, as our preceding anguifh
and incumbent pain was of long duration, and
bitter fenfe. Certainly, if among lovers, and in
the language of gallantry , the fuccefs of ardent
love is called the affuaging of a pain, this other
fuccefs may be far more jultly termed {o. However
foft or flattering the former pain may be efteemed,
this latter furely can be no plealing one: nor can
it be poflibly efteemed other than found and
thorough wretchednefs, a grating and difguftful
feeling, without the lealt mixture of any thung
foft, gentle, or agreeable.

It is not very neceflary to mention the ill effects
of this paffion, in refpe& of our minds, or bodies,
our private condition, or circumftances of life By
thefe particulars we may grow too tedious. Thefe
are of the moral fort of fubjeé@s, joined commonly
with religion, and treated fo rhetorically, and with
fuch enforced repetition in public, as to be apt to
raife the fatiety of mankind. What has been faid,
may be enough perhaps to make this evident,
“ That to be fubje@ to fuch a pafflion as we
“ have been mentioning, is, In reality, to be
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“ yery unhappy;” and, « That the habit itfelf is
“ a difeale of the worft fort, from which mifery
“ is infeparable.”

Now, as to Juxury, and what the world calls
Pleafure: Were 1t true, as has been proved the
contrary , that the moft confiderable enjoyments
were thofe merely of the fenfe; and were it true,
withal, that thofe enjoyments of the fenfe lay in
certain outward things capable of yielding always
a due and certain portion of pleafure, according
to their degree and quality ; it would then follow,
that the certain way to obtain bappinefls, would
be to procure largely of thefe fubjects, to which
happinefs and pleafure were thus infallibly annexed.
But however fafhionably we may apply the notion
of good living, it will hardly be found that our
inward faculties are able to keep pace with thefe
outward fupplies of a luxuriant fortune. And if the
patural difpofition and aptnefs from within be not
concurring, it will be in vain that thefe fubjects
are thus multiplied from abroad, and acquired
with ever fo great facility.

It may be obferved in thofe who by excefs
have gained a conftant naufeating and diftafte,
that they have neverthelefs as conftant a craving
or eagernefs of ftomach. But the appetite of this
kind is falfe and unnatural; as is that of thirft
arifing from a fever, or contracted by habitual
debauch. Now, the fatisfactions of the natural
appetite in a plain way, are infinitely beyond thofe
indulgences of the moft refined and elegant luxury.
This is often perceived by the luxurious them-
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felves. Tt has been experienced, in people bred
after the fumptuous way, and ufed never to wait,
but to prevent appetite, that when, by any new
turn of life, they came to fall into a more natural
courfe. or for a while, as on a journey, or a day
of fport, came accidentally to experience the {weet
of a plain diet, recommended by due abftinence
and exercife , they bave with freedom owned,
that it was then they received the higheft fatis-
faction and delight which a table could poflibly
afford.

On the other fide, it has been as often remarked
in perfons accuftomed to an active life, and
healthful exercife, that having once thoroughly
experienced this plainer and more natural diet,
they have, upon a following change of life, re-
gretted their lofs, and undervalued the pleafures
received from all the delicacies of luxury, in
comparifon with thofe remembered fatisfactions of
a preceding ftate. It is plain, that by urging
nature , forcing the appetite, and inciting fenfe,
the keennefs of the natural fenfations is loft. And
though, through vice or ill habit, the fame fub-
je@s of appetite may every day be fought with
greater ardor, they are enjoyed with lefs fatis-
faction. Though the impatience of abftaining be
greater , the pleafure of indulgence is really lefs.
The palls or naufeatings which continually inter-
vene, are of the worft and moft hateful kind of
fenfation. Hardly is there any thing tafted which
is wholly free from this ill relifh of a {urfeited
fenfe and ruined appetite. So that, inftead of a
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conftant and flowing delight afforded in fuch a
ftate of life, the very ftate itlelf is in reality a
ficknefs and infirmity, a corruption of pleafure,
and deltructive of every natural and agreeable fen-
fation. So far is it from being true, “ That in
“ this licentious courfe we enjoy Life belt, or are
“ likely to make the moft of it.”

As to the confequences of fuch an indulgence,
how fatal to the body, by difeafes of many kinds,
and to the mind, by fottifhnels and ftupidity, this
needs not any explanation.

The confequences as to interelt are plain enough.
Such a ftate of impotent and unreftrained defire,
as it increafes our wants, fo it muft fubject us to
a greater dependence on others. Qur private
circumftances, however plentiful or ealy they
may be, can lefs eafily content us. Ways and
means mult be invented to procure what may
adminifter to fuch an imperious luxury, as forces
us to facrifice honor to fortune, and runs us out
into all irregularity and extravagance of conduct.
The injuries we do ourfelves by excefs and un-
forbearance , are then furely apparent , when,
through an impotence of this fort, and an impoffi-
bility of reftraint, we do what we ourfelves declare
to be deftructive to us. But thefe are matters
obvious of themfelves. And from lefs than what
has been faid, it is eafy to conclude, * That luxury,
“ riot, and debauch, are contrary to real intereft,
and to the true enjoyment of life.”

There is another luxury fuperior to the kind
we have been mentioning , and which, in ftrict-

[44
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nefs, can fcarce be called a felf- paffion, fince the
fole end of it is the advantage and promotion of
the fpecies. But whereas all other focial affec-
tions are joined only with a mental pleafure , and
founded in mere kindnefs and love; this has more
added to it, and is joined with a pleafure of fenfe.
Such concern and care has nature fhown for the
fupport and maintenance of the feveral fpecies,
that, by a certain indigence and kind of neceflity
of their natures, they are made to regard the pro-
pagation of their kind. Now , whether it be the
intereft or good of the animal to feel this indigence
beyond a natural and ordinary degree, is what we
may confider.

Having already faid fo much concerning natu-
ral and unnatural appetite, there needs lefs to be
faid on this occafion. If it be allowed, that to
all other pleafures there is a meafure of appetite
belonging , which cannot poflibly be exceeded
without prejudice to the creature, even in his
very capacity of enjoying pleafure; it will hardly
be thought that there is no certain limit or juft
boundary of this other appetite of the amorous
kind. There are other forts of ardent fenfations
accidentally experienced, which we find pleafant
and acceptable, whillt they are held within a
certain degree; but which, as they increafe, grow
oppreflive and intolerable. Laughter provoked by
titillation, grows an exceflive pain; though it re-
tains ftill the fame features of delight andpleafure.
And though in the cafe of that particular kind of
itch which belongs to a diftemper named fromthat
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effe@, there are fome, who, far from difliking the
fenfation, find it highly acceptable and debightful;
yetit will bardly be reputed fuch among the more
refined fort , even of thefe who make pleafure
their chief ftudy and higheft good.

Now, if there be in every fenfation of mere
pleafure, a certain pitch or degree of ardor,
which, by being further advanced , comes the
nearer to mere rage and fury; if there be indeed
a neceflity of ftopping fomewhere, and determi-
ning on fome boundary for the paflion; where
can we fix our ftandard, or how regulate ourfelves
but with regard to nature , beyond which there
1s no meafure or rule of things ? Now, nature
may be known from what we fee of the natural
ftate of creatures, and of man himfelf, when un-
prejudiced by vicious education.

Where happily any one is bred to a natural
life, inured to honeft induftry and fobriety, and
unaccuftomed to any thing immoderate or in-
temperate; he is found to have his appetites and
inclinations of this fort at command. Nor are
they on this account lefs able to afford him the
pleafure or enjoyment of each kind. On the
contrary , as they are more found, healthy, and
uninjured by excels and abufe, they muft afford
him proportionate fatisfaction. So that were both
thefe fenfations to be experimentally compared;
that of a wvirtuous courfe, which belonged to
one wh® lived a natural and regular life, and
that of a vicious courfe, which belonged to one
who was relaxed and diffolute ; -there is no quef-
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tion but judgment would be given in favor
of the former, without regard to confequences,
and only with refpect to the very pleafure of fenfe
itfelf.

As to the confequences of this vice with refpect
to the health and vigor of the body, there is no
peed to mention any thing. The injury it does
the mind, though lefs noticed, is yet greater. The
hindrance of all improvement, the wretched walte
of time , the effeminacy, floth, fupinenefls, the
diforder and loofenefs of a thoufand paffions,
through fuch a relaxation and enervating of the
mind, are all of them effe@s {ufficiently apparent
when reflected on.

What the difadvantages are of this intemper.
ance in refped of intereft, fociety , and the world;
and what the advantages are of a contrary fobriety,
and felf-command , would be to little purpofe to
mention. It is well known there can be no flavery
greater than what is confequent to the dominion
and rule of fuch a paffion. Of all other, it is the
leak manageable by favor or conceffion, and
alfumes the moft from privilege and indulgence.
What it cofts us in the modefty and ingenuity of
our natures, and in the faith and honelty of our
characters, is as eafily apprehended by any one
who will reflect. And it will from hence appear,
« That there is no paflion which in its extrava-
« gance and excefs more neceffarily occafions dif-
“ order and unbappinefs.”

Now , as to that paffion which is efteemed pe-
culiarly intereRing, as having for its aim the pok
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feflion of wealth, and what we call a fettlement
or fortune in the world: If the regard towards
this kind be moderate , and in a realonable de-
gree ; 1f it occafions no paffionate purfuit, nor
raifes any ardent defire or appetite, there is no-
thing in this cafe which is not compatible with
virtue , and even fuitable and beneficial to fociety.
The public as well as private fyftem 1s advanced
by the induftry which this affection excites. But
if it grows at length into a real paffion, the
injury and mifchief it does the public, is not
greater than that which it creates to the perfon
himfelf. Such a one is in reality a felf oppreffor,
and lies heavier on himfelf than he can ever do
on mankind.

How far a coveting or avaricious Temper is
miferable, needs not, furely, be explained. Who
knows not how fmall a portion of worldly matters
is fufficient for a man’s fingle ufe and convenience,
and how much his occafions and wants might be
contracted and reduced, if a jult frugality were
ftudied, and temperance and a natural life came
once to be purfued with half that application ,
induftry , and art, which is beftowed on fump-
tuoufnefs and luxury ? Now, if temperance be in
reality fo advantageous, and the practice as well
as the confequences of it fo plealing and happy,
as has been before expreffed; there is little nced,
on the other fide, to mention any thing of the
miferies attending thofe covetous and eager defires
after things which have no bounds or rule, as being
out of nature, beyond which there can be no
limits
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limits to defire. For where fhall we once flop,
when we are beyond this boundary ? How (hall
we fix or afcertain a thing whoily unnatural and
unreafonable ? or what method, what regulation
fthall we fet to mere imagination, or the exorbi-
tancy of fancy, in adding expenle to expenfe, or
poffeflion to pofleliion ?

Hence that known reltlefsnels of covetous and
cager minds, in whatever ftatc or degree of for-
tune they are placed, there being no thorough or
real fatisfaction, but a kind of infatiablenefs be-
longing to this condition. For it is impoflible
there fhould be any real enjoyment, except in
confequence of natural and jult appetite. Nor do
we readily call that an enjoyment of wealth or
of honor, when , through covetoufnefs or ambi-
tion, the defire is fll forward, and can never
relt fatisfied with its gains. But againft this vice
of Covetoulnefs there is enough faid continually
in the world , and in our common way of fpeaking,
“ A covetous and a miferable temper has, in
“ reality , one and the fame fignification.”

Nor is there lefs faid, abroad, as to .the ills
of that other afpiring temper, which exceeds an
honeft emulation, or love of praife, and paffes
the bounds even of vanity and conceit. Such is
that paflion which breaks-into an enormous Pride
and Ambition. Now , if we confider once the
eafe, happinefs, and fecurity which attend a modeft
difpofition and quiet mind, fuch as is of cafy
felf-command, fitted to every ftation in fociety,
and able to fuit itfelf with any reafonable circums

Vor. II. K




130 AN THEOSUMT R'Y Book 2.

ftances whatever ; 1t will, on the firft view, pre-
fent us with the moft agreeable and winning char-
acter. Nor will it be found neceffary after this
to call to mind the excellence and good of mo-
deration, or the mifchief and felf-injury of immo-
derate defires, and conceited, fond imaginations of
perfonal advantage, in fuch things as titles, honors,
precedencies, fame, glory, or vulgar aftonifhment,
admiration , and applaufe.

This too is obvious, that as the defires of this
kind are raifed, and become impetuous, and out
of our command; fo the averfions and fears of
the contrary part grow proportionably firong and
violent, and the temper accordingly fufpicious,
Jealous ,” captious , fubje& to apprehenfions from
all events , and incapable of bearing the leaft repulfe
or ordinary difappointment. And hence it may
be concluded, * That all reft and fecurity as to
“ what 1s future, and all peace, contentednefs,
“ and eafe as to what is prefent, is forfeited by
« the afpiring paflions of this emulous kind, and
“ by having the appetites towards glory and out-
« ward ‘appearance thus tranfporting and beyond
“ command.”

There is a certain temper placed often in oppo-
fition to thofe eager and afpiring aims of which
we have been fpeaking. Not that it really ex-
cludes either the paffion of covetoufnels or ambi-
tion; but becaufe it hinders their effeés, and
keeps them from breaking into open action. It
is this paflion, which by foothing the mind, and
foftening it into an exceflive Love of Reft and
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Indolence, renders high attempts impracticable
and reprefents as infuperahle the difficulties of a
painful and laborious courfe towards wealth and
honors. Now, though an inclination to eafe, and
a love of moderate recefs and relt from action, be
as natural and ufeful to us as the inclination we
have towards fleep; yet an exceflive love of reft,
and a contracted averfion to action and employ-
ment, muft be a difeale in the mind equal to that
of a Iéthargy in the body.

How neceflary action and exercife are to the
body , may be judged by the difference we find
between thofe conftitutions which are accufltom-
ed, and thofe which are wholly ftrangers to it;
and by the different health and complexion which
labor and due exercife create, in comparifon with
that habit of body we fec confequent to an indulged
ftate of ndolence and reft. Nor 1s the lazy habit
ruinous to the body only. The languithing difeafe
corrupts all the enjoyments of a vigorous and heal-
thy fenfe, and carries its infection into the mind,
where it fpreads a worfle contagion. For however
the body may for a while hold out, 1t is impoffible
that the mind, in which the diftemper 1s feated,
can efcape without an immediate affiction and
diforder. The habit begets a tedioufnefs and
anxiety , which influences the whole temper, and
converts the unnatural relt into an unhappy fort
of adivity , ill-humor, and {pleen; of which there
has been enough faid above, where we confidered
the want of a due balance in the affections.

It is certain, that, as in the body, when no

1
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labor or natural exercife is ufed, the {pirits which
want their due employment, turn againft the con-
ftitution, and find work for themfelves in a de-
ftructive way ; fo in a foul, or mind , unexercifed,
and which languifhes for want of proper action
and employment, the thoughts and affections being
obftruced in their due courfe, and deprived of
their natoral energy , raife difquiet, and foment
a raucorous eagernels and tormenting irritation.
The temper from hence becomes more impotent
in paffion, more incapable of real moderation,
and , like prepared fuel, readily takes fire by the
leaft fpark.

Asto intereft , how far 1t is here concerned;
how “wietched that flate is, in which by this
habit a man is placed, towards all the circumf(tan-
ces and affairs of life, when at any time he is
called to action ; how fubjedted he muft be to
all inconveniencies, wanting to himfelf, and de-
prived of the affiltance of others ; whillt being
unfit for all offices and duties of fociety, he yet
of any other perfon moft needs the help of it,
as being leaft able to affilt or fupport himfelf; all
this is obvious. And thus 1t is evident, *‘ That
“ to have this over-biafling inclination towards
« reft, this flothful, foft, or ecffeminate temper,
“ averfe to labor and employment, 1s to have an
“ unavoidable mifchief, and attendant plague.”

Thus have we conflidered the felf- paffions ; and
what the confequence is of their rifing beyond a
moderate degree. Thefe affections, as felf-intereft-
ing as they are, can often, we fee, become
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contrary to our real interefts They betray us
into moft misfortunes, and into the greatelt of
unhappineffes , that of a profligate and abject
charadter. As they grow imperious and high,
they are the occafion that a creature in proportion
becomes mean and low. They are original to
that which we call felfilhnefs, ‘and give rife to
that fordid difpofition of which we have already
fpoken. It appears there can be nothing fo mifer-
able in itfelf, or fo wretched 1n its confequence,
as to be thus impotent in temper, thus maftered
by paffion, and, by means of it, brought under
the molt fervile fubjection to the world.

It is evident withal, that as this felfifhnels in-
creafes in us, fo muft a certain fubtilty, and
feignednefs of carriage, which naturally accom-
panies it. And thus the candor and ingenuity
of our natures, the eafe and freedom of our
minds , mult be forfeited ; all truft and confi-
dence in a manner loft ; and {ufpicions, jealoufies,
and envies multiplied. A feparate end and intereft
muft be every day more ftrongly formed in us;
generous views and motives laid afide; and the
more we are thus fen(ibly disjoined every day
from fociety and our fellows, the worfe opinion
we (hall have of thofe uniting paflions which bind
us in ftri@ alliance and amity with others. Upon
thefe terms we muft of courfe endeavour to filence,
and fupprefs our natural and good affections; fince
they are fuch as would carry us to the good of
fociety , againft what we fondly conceive to be
our private good and intercft; as has been [hown.
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Now , if thefe felfifh paffions, befides what other
ill they are the occafion of, are withal the certain
means of lofing us our natural affections; then,
by what has been proved before, it is evident,
« That they muft be the certain means of lofing
“ us the chief enjoyment of life, and raifing in us
<« thofe horrid and unnatural paffions, and that
« favagenels of temper, which makes the greateft
“ of miferies, and the moft wretched ftate of life;”
as remains for us to explain.

& B B Tl BE

Third proof ; from the unnatural affeitions. Inbumanity,
Petulancy, Malignity. Emnvy. Movofenef/s. Mifan-
thropy. Iuhofpitality. Barbarity. Supevfition. Unn-
aatural lufts.  Tyrauny.  Treachery.  Dusratitude.
Unnatural pleafure in general. Unnatural fiate.

THE paffions , therefore , which , in the laft
place , we are to examine, are thofe which lead
neither to a public nor a private good; and are
neither of any advantage to the {pecies in general,
or the creature in particular. Thefe, in oppofition
to the focial and natural, we call the unnatural
affections.

Of this kind is that unnatural and inhuman
delight in beholding torments , and in viewing
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diftrefs, ‘calamity, blood , maffacfe , and deftruc-
tion , with a peculiar joy and pleafure. This has
been the reigning paffion of many tyrants and
barbarous nations; and belongs, in fome degree,
to fuch tempers as have thrown off that courteoul-
nefs of behaviour which retains in us a jult reve-
rence of mankind , and prevents the growth of
harfhnefs and brutality. This paflion enters not where
civility or affable manners have the leaft place.
Such is the nature of what we call good-breeding,
that, in the midlt of many other corruptions, it
admits not of inhumanity , or favage plealure.
To fee the fufferance of an enemy with cruel
delight, may proceed from the height of anger,
revenge, fear, and other extended felf - paflions:
but to delight in the torture and pain of other
creatures indifferently , natives or foreigners, of
our own or of another fpecies, kindred , or no
kindred, known or unknown; to feed, as it were,
on death, and be entertained with dying agonies;
this has nothing in it accountable in the way of
felf-intereft or private good above-mentioned, but
is wholly and abfolutely unnatural, as it is horrid
and miferable.

There is another affeion nearly related to'
this, which is a gay and frolicfome delight in
what is injurious to others; a fort of wanton
mifchievoufnefs , and plealure in what is deltruc-
tion; a paflion which, inftead of being reltrained ,
is ufually encouraged in children: fo that it 15
indeed no wonder if the effe&s of it are very un-
fortunately felt in the world. For it will be hard,
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perhaps, for any one to give a reafon why that
temper which was ufed to delight-in diforder
and ravage, when in a nurfery, fhould not after-
wards find delight in other difturbances, and be
the occafion of equal mifchief in families, amongft
friends, and in the public itfelf. But of this
paflion there is not any foundation in nature; as
has been explained.

Malice , malignity , or ill-will, fuch as is ground-
e¢d on no felf-confideration, and where there is no
fubject of anger or jealoufy, nor any thing to
provoke or caufe.fuch a defire of doing ill to
another ; this allo 1s of that kind of paffion.

Envy too, when it is fuch as arifes from the
profperity or happinefs of another creature no
wile interfering with ours, is of the fame kind of
paflion.

There 1s alfo among thefe a fort of hatred of
mankind and fociety; a paffion which has been
known perfectly reigning in fome men, and has
had a peculiar name given to it. A large fhare
of this belongs to thofe who bave long indulged
themfelves in a habitual morofenels , or who,
by force of ill-nature and ill-breeding, have con-
tracted fuch a reverfe of affability and civil man-
ners, that to fee or meet a [ranger is offenfive.
The very afpe& of mankind is a difturbance to
them , and they are fure always to hate at firft
fight. The diftemper of this kind is fometimes
found to be 1 a manner national; but peculiar
to the more {avage nations, and a plain character-
iftic of uncivilized manners and barbarity. This
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is the immediate oppofite to that noble affection,
which, in ancient language, was termed hofpital-
ity *, viz. extenfive love of mankind, and relief
of ftrangers.

We may add likewife to the number of the
unnatural paffions, all thofe which are railed
from fuperftition , as before mentioned , and
from the cultoms of barbarous countries: all
which are too horrid and odious in themfelves,
to need any proof of their being miferable.

There might be other paflions named, fuch
as unnatural lufts, in foreign kinds or fpecies,
with other perverfions: of the amorous defire
within our own. But as to thefe depravities of
appetite , we need add nothing here, after what
has been already faid on the fubject of the more
natural paffion.

Such as thefe are the only affections or paflions
we can ftridtly call unnatural, ill, and of no ten-
dency fo much as to any feparate or private good.
Others indeed there are which have this tendency ;
but are fo exorbitant and out of meafure, fo
beyond the common bent of any ordinary felf-
paflion, and fo utterly contrary and abhorrent to
all focial and natural affection, that they are gene-
rally called, and may be jultly efteemed unnatu-
ral and monftrous.

Among thefe may be reckoned fuch an enor-
mous pride or ambition, fuch an arrogance and
tyranny, as would willingly leave nothing emi-

* Mifc. 3. chap. ¥, parag. 23. in the notes, in vol. 3.
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nent, nothing free, nothing profperous in the
world: fuch an anger as would facrifice every
thing to itlelf: fuch a revenge as is never to be
extinguifhed , nor ever fatisfied without the great-
eft cruelties : fuch an inveteracy and rancor as
feeks, as it were, occafion to exert itfelf; and
lays hold of the lealt fubject, fo as aften to make
the weight of its malevolence fall even upon fuch
as are mere objects of pity and compaflion.

Treachery and ingratitude are in ftrictnefs mere
negative vices, and, in themfelyes, no real paf-
fions; having neither averfion or inclination be-
longing to them; but are derived from the defect,
unfoundnefs, or corruption of the affections in
general. But when thefe vices become remarkable
in a character, and arife in a manner from inclina-
tion and choice; when they are fo forward and
active, as to appear of their own accord, without
any prefling occafion; it is apparent they borrow
fomething of the mere unoatural paflions, and
are derived from malice, envy, and inveteracy ;
as explained above.

It may be objected here, That thefe paffions,
unnatural as they are, carry ftill a fort of plea-
fure with them; and that however barbarous a
pleafure it be, yet ftill it is a pleafure and fatis-
faction which is found in pride , or tyranny, re-
venge, malice, or cruelty exerted. Now, if it
be poflible in pature, that any one can feel a
barbarous or malicious joy, otherwife than in
confequence of mere anguifh and torment, then
may we pcrhaps allow this kind of fatisfaction
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to be called pleafure or delight. But the cafe is
evidently contrary. To love, and to be kind;
to have focial or natural affection, complacency,
and good-will, is to feel immediate fatisfaction
and genuine content. It is in itfelf original joy,
depending on no precediog pain or uneafinefs,
and producing nothing befide fatisfaction merely.
On the other fide, animofity, hatred, and bit-
ternefs , is original mifery and torment, produ-
cing no other pleafure or fatisfaction, than as
the unnatural defire is for the inftant fatisfied by
fomething which appeafes it. How ftrong {oever
this pleafure, therefore, may appear, it only the
more implies the mifery of that ftate which pro-
duces it. For as the crucllet bodily pains do
by intervals of affuagement produce, as has been
fhown , the highelt bodily pleafure ; fo the fierceft
and moft raging torments of the mind do, by
certain moments of relief, afford the greateft of
mental enjoyments to thofe who know little of the
truer kind.

The men of gentleft difpofitions, and belt of
tempers, have at fome time or other been fuffi-
ciently acquainted with thofe difturbances, which,
at ill hours, even fmall occafions are apt to raife.
From thefe flender experiences of har(hnefs and
ill-humor, they fully know and will confefs the
ill moments which are paft, when the temper is
ever fo little galled or fretted. How muft it
fare, therefore, with thofe who hardly know
any better hours in life, and who, for the greateft
part of it , are agitated by a thorough active fpleen,
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a clofe and fettled ‘malignity and rancor ? How
lively muft be the fenfe of every thwarting and
controuling accident? How great muft be the
fhocks of difappointment, the ftings of affront,
and the agonies of a working antipathy , againft
the multiplied objects of offence? Nor can it be
wondered at, if to perfons thus agitated and op-
prefled, it feems a high delight to appeafe and
allay for the while thofe furious and rough mo-
tions, by an indulgence of their paffion in mifchief
and revenge.

Now, as to the confequences of this unnatural
ftate, in refpe@ of intereft, and the common cir-
cumftances of life; upon what terms a perfon
who has in this manner loft all which we call na-
ture, can be fuppoled to ftand, in refpect of the
fociety of mankind; how he feels himfelf in it;
what fenfe he has of his own difpofition towards
others, and of the mutual difpofition of others
towards himfelf; this is eafily conceived.

What enjoyment or reft is there for one who
15 not confcious of the merited affection or love,
but, on the contrary, of the ill-will and hatred
of every human foul? What ground muft this af-
ford for horror and defpair? What foundation
of fear, and continual apprehenfion from man-
kind, and from fuperior powers ? How thorough
and deep mufl be that melancholy , which being
once moved, has nothing foft or pleafing from
the fide of friendhip, to allay. or divert it?
Wherever fuch a creature turns himfelf; which-
ever way he cafts his eye, every thing around
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muft appear ghaftly and horrid ; every thihg hol-
tile , and, as it were, bent againlt a private and
fingle being, who is thus divided from every
thing, and at defiance and war with the reft of
nature.

It is thus, at laft, that a Mind becomes a
wildernefs ; where all is laid walte, every thing
fair and goodly removed , and nothing extant
befide what is favage and deformed. Now, if
banifhment from one’s country; removal to a
foreign place, or any thing which looks like fo-
litude or defertion, be fo heavy to endure; what
muft it be to feel this inward banifhment, this
real eftrangement from human commerce; and
to be after this manner in a defert, and in the
horridelt of folitudes, even when in the midft of
fociety ? What muft it be to live in this difagree-
ment with every thing, this irreconcilea blenefs
and oppofition to the order and government of
the univerfe ?

Hence it appears, that the greatelt of miferies
accompanies that ftate which is confequent to the
lofs of natural affection; and that to have thofe
horrid,, monftrous, and unnatural affections, 1s to
be miferable in the higheft decree.

G0N C 'L UNyor Ov

g
.I. HUS have we endeavoured to prove what was
propofed in the beginning. And fince, in the




142 A NIWIUIRY Book 2.’

common and known fenfe of vice and illnefs , no
one can be vicious or ill, except either,

1. By the deficiency or weaknels of natural
affetions;

Or, 2. By the violence of the felfifh ;

Or, 3. By fuch as are plainly unnatural:

It muft follow, that if each of thefe are perni-
cious and deftrucive to the creature, infomuch
that his completelt ftate of mifery is made from
hence; To be wicked or vicious, is to be mifer-
able and unhappy.

And fince every vicious ation muft in propor-
tion, more or lefs, help towards this mifchief,
and felf-ill; it mult follow , that every vicious
action muft be felfinjurious and ill.

On the other fide, the happinefs and good of
Virtue has been proved from the contrary ef-
fe& of other affections, fuch as are according to
nature, and the ccconomy of the fpecies or kind.
We have calt up all thofe particulars, from
whence, as by way of addition and fubtraction ,
the main fum or general account of happinefs is
either augmented or diminifhed. And if there
be no article exceptionable in this fcheme of mo-
ral arithmetic, the fubjeé treated may be faid to
have an evidence as great as that which is found
i numbers or mathematics. For let us carry
fcepticifm ever fo far ; let us doubt , if we can, of
every thing about us; we cannot doubt of what
paffes within ourfelves. Our paflions and affec-
tions are known to us. They are certain, what-
ever the objects may be on which they are em-
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ployed. Nor is it of any concern to our argu-
ment, how thefe exterior objedts ftand; whether
they are realities or mere illufions ; whether we
wake or dream. For ill dreams will be equally
difturbing; and a good dream, if life be no-
thing elfe, will be eafily and happily paffed. In
this dream of life , therefore, our demonftrations
have the fame force ; our balance and ceconomy
hold good, and our obligation to Virtue is in
every refpect the fame.

Upon the whole: There is not, I prelume, the
lealt degree of certainty wanting, in what has
been faid concerning the preferablenefs of the
mental pleafures to the fenfual; and even of the
fenfual , accompanied with good affection, and un-
der a temperate and right ufe, to thofe which
are no wifc reftrained, nor fupported by any thing
focial or affectionate.

Nor is there lefs evidence in what has been
faid of the united ftructure and fabric of the
mind, and of thofe paflions which cenftitute the
temper or foul, and on which its happinefs or
mifery fo immediately depend. It has been fhown,
that in this conftitution, the impairing of any
one part muft inftantly tend to the diforder and
ruin of other parts, and of the whole itfelf;
through the neceffary connexion and balance of
the affections: that thofe very paflions through
which men are vicious, are of themfelves a tor-
ment and difeafe; and that whatfoever is done
which is knowingly ill, mult be of ill confciouf-
nefs; and in proportion as the act is il, muft 1m-
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pair and corrupt focial enjoyment, and deltroy
both the capacity of kind affection, and the con-
fcioufnefs of meriting any fuch. So that neither
can we participate thus in joy or happine(s with
others, or receive fatisfaction from the mutual
kindnefs or imagined love of others: on which,
however, the greateft of all our pleafures are
founded.

If this be the cafe of moral delinquency, and if
the ftate which is confequent to this defection from
nature, be of all other the moft horrid, oppreflive,
and miferable ; it will appear, “ That to yield or
“ confent to any thing 1ll dr immoral, 1s a breach
« of intereft, and leads to the greateft ills: ” and,
“ That, on the other fide, every thing which is an
improvement of virtue, or an eltablilhment of
“ right affecion and integrity, is an advancement
“ of intereft, and leads to the greateft and moft
¢ folid happinefs and enjoyment.”

Thus the wifdom of what rules, and is firft and
chief 1n nature, has made it to be according to the
private intereft and good of every one, to work
towards the general good ; which if a creature
ceafes to promote, he is actually fo far wanting to
himfelf, and ceafes to promote his own happioefs
and welfare. He 15, on this account, directly his
own enemy: nor can he any otherwile be good or
ufeful to himfelf, than as he continues good to
fociety, and to that whole of which he is himfelf
a part. So that Virtue, which of all excellencies
and beauties is the chief and moft amiable; that
which is the prop and ornament. of human affairs;
which

-
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which upholds communities, maintains union,
friendfhip, and correfpondence among{t men; that
by which countries as well as private families,
flourifh and are happy; and for want of which
every thing comely , confpicuous, great, and
worthly , muft perifh, and go to ruin; that ﬁng!c
quality, thus beneficial to all fociety, and to man.
kind in general, is found equally a happinefs and
good to each creature in particular; and is that
by which alone man can be happy, and without
which he muft be miferable.

And thus Virtue is the goed, and Vice the ill
of every one.

Yer. Ak L
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