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Chrif’'s College,

THIS College is fituate nerth of Emanuel,
oppofite to St. Andrew’s Church; and has ong
grand Court, about 138 feet long, and 120 broad,
formed by the Chapel, Mafter’s-Lodge, Hall, and
apartments for the Students. It is cafed with ftone,
and fafhed in a handfome manner. There is like-
wife an uniform pile of ftone building, next the
garden and the field, about 150 feet in length ;. from
which there is 2 fine view of the adjacent country.

The Chapel, including the Ante-Chapel, is about
cighty-four feet long, twenty-feven broad, and thirty
high; floored with marble, well adorned and finifh-
ed, and has an organ-gallery. on -the north fide
of it,

There is a handfome monument of swhite marble
near the altar, erected to the memory of Sir Tho-
mas Finch, Embaflador in Turkey, and Sir John
Baines, who had their education in this College;
tffivclled together, and were remarkable for their
ﬁ‘wndfhip, which continued till the end of their

Q.2 lives,
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lives. Sir Jolhua dying in Turkey, his body was
brought over and interred here, anno 1682 ; and his
friend Sir Thomas, who did not long furvive him,
was buried in the fame vault.

The Hall 15 a handfome room, forty-five feet
long, twenty-feven-broad, and thirty high. The
Fellows’ Garden is well laid out and pleafant, there
being both open and thady walks, beautiful alcoves,
a bowling-green, and an excellent {fummer-houfe;
behind which is a cold-bath, furrounded with a lits
tle wildernefs.

This College was founded in 15¢5, 21t Henry
VIIL. by Marcarer, Countels of Richmond and
Derby, the learned and pious mother of Henry the
Seventh, and fole heirefs of John Beaufort, Duke
of Somerfet, grandion of John of Gaunt.

Mr. Walpole juftly obferves, that fhe employed
herfelf in a&s of more real devotion and goodnefs,
than generally attends fo much fuperflition; 2
ftronger proof of which cannot be given, than the
method the adopted to determine the choice of a
hufband. She was folicited in marriage by the
great Duke of Suffolk, for his fon; and, at the fame
time, by his mafter, King Henry VI. for his half-
brother, Edmund, Earl of Richmond.

¢ On fo nice a point,” fays Mr. Walpole, “ the
“ good young lady advifed with an elderly gentle-
¢ woman; who thinking it too great a decifion t¢

% take upon herfelf, recommended her to St Ni-
(1) ChO]ﬂsj
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% cholas, who, whipping on fome epifcopal robes;
% appeared to her, and declared in favour .of Ed--
% mund.”’

Henry the Seventh was the {ole fruit of this mar<
riage, his father dying when he was but fifteen
weeks old. - The Countefs, however, fought confo-
lation in two other hufbands, by neither of whom fhe -
had children. . From her funeral Sermon, preached
by her Confeflor, Bithop Fifher, who, fays Bal-
lard, knew the very fecrets of her foul, we learn,
“ that the poflefled almo/ all things that were com-
¢ mendable in a woman, either in mind or body.”
She underftood French perfectly, and had fome
knowledge of. the Latin.. She was devout even to
aufterity, having fhifts and girdles of hair; and, if
in health,. never failed to wear one or other certain
days in every week; fo.that fhe declared to her
Confeffor, her fkin was often pierced therewith,
In humility the was romantic; and would often fay,
that if the Princes of Chriftendom would combine
and march againft the common enemy, the Turks,
the would moft willingly attend them, and be their -
laundrefs in the camp.

She was profufe in the encouragement of learn-
ing; and, towards the. latter. end-of her third mar=
Hage, fingularly chafte, haying then obtained a li-
cence from her hutband for that purpofe, upon
which fhe took the vow of celibacy. . « A boon,”
fays Mr, Walpole, « as feldom, I believe, requefted

Q3 L 3
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¢ of a third hufband, as eafily granted.” Her life,
from the turbulence of the times, muft have been
the {ubject of infinite uneafinefs, which fthe is faid
to have fupported with great fortitude.

"The Countefs died in the fixty-ninth year of her
age, and was buried in Henry the Seventh’s Cha-
pel; where an altar-tomb, with a ftatue of brafs,
was erected to her memory. Round the monument
is a Latin infcription, written by Erafmus; for
which he was paid twenty fhillings by the Univer-
fity of Cambridge.

The College was founded on the {cite of a Mo-
naftery, called God’s Houfe, oppofite to St. Andrew’s
Church; and a Mafter, twelve Fellows, and forty-
feven Scholars (in all fixty), were appointed; to
which King Edwatd VI. added another Fellowfhip
out of 'the impropriation of Bourne, which he gave
to the College, as well as the revenues of Bromwell
Abbey.

Henry VI. being the Founder of the Monaftery
called God’s Houfe, he is commemorated as a Co-
¥Younder. Sir Thomas Finch, and Sir John Baines,
founded two Scholarfhips and - two Fellowfhips.
Fither, Bithop of Rochefter, Sir Walter Mildmay,
Dr. Patinfon, Nicholas Culverwell, Thomas Lang-
ton, Mr. Wentworth, Sir Robert Ifham, and Richard
Cair, were alfo confiderable BenefaGors.

Bissors




£ ¥F ]

BisHors Axp EMINENT MEN,

Hucu LaTiMEer, Bithop of Worcefter. At
the age of fourteen, Latimer was fent to Chrift’s
College, where he took his degrees; at which time
he was a zealous Papift, and was honoured with the
office of Keeper of the Crofs to the Univerfity, At
thirty, he became a Proteftant, and one of the
twelve licenfed Preachers from Cambridge ; on
which oceafion he promulgated his opinions with
great freedom.

He was not long after fummoned before Cardinal
Wol(cy, on a charge of Herefy; and obliged to
fubferibe certain articles of faith, which he certainly
did not believe.

In 1531, having refumed his invetives againft
Popery, he was again fummoned, andagain obliged
to fubferibe. In 1535, through the influence of
Ann Boleyn, to whom he was Chaplain, Henry
promoted him to the Bithopric of Worcefter; but
in 1539, rather than fubfcribe to the {ix articles, he
refigned his mitre, and retired into the country. A
thort time after, on being charged with {peaking
againtt the articles, he was committed to the 1 ower,
Where he continued till the death of Henry the
Eighth,

Edward VI, did not reftore Latimer to his Bi-

fhopric,
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fhopric, although he preached feveral times before
him, and continued to difcharge his clerical func-
tions with unremitting zeal and refolution.. " Upon
the acceffion: of the fanguinary Mary, he was
doomed to deftrution, being, with Cranmer and
Ridley, confined to the Tower.

On their removal to Oxford, that they mightdif
pute with the learned men of both Univerfities, La-
timer declined the difcuffion on account of his great
age and infirmities, but delivered his: opinion in
writing.. Refufing, however, to fubfcribe the Po-
pith creed; he was condemned for Herefy, .and, tos
gether with Bifhop Ridley, burnt alive. He bes
haved with uncommon fortitude. on the. occafion,
and died a real Martyr to the Reformation.

Latimer was learned, virtuous; and brave: a re-
markable inftance of the laft quality is adduced by
Fox, who fays, that inftead of the ufual New
Year’s gift of gold, &c. he prefented Henry the
Eighth with a New Teftament, inclofed in a nap-
kin, with this motto ;— Fornicatores et adulteros ju=
dicabit Deus.

Nicaoras Heartu, Archbithop of York, 1555
2d Mary.

CuruserT Scor, Bithop of Chefter, 1556; 4tk
B’Iill‘y.

Wirriam Hugns, Bithop of St. Afaph, 1573
16th Elizabeth,

'VVJL_
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Wirriam Cuapperron, Bithop of Lincoln,
1595, 37th Elizabeth,

AnTHONY WaTsoN, Bithop of Chichefter,
1596, 38th Elizabeth.

VaLenTINE CaRrEy, Bithop of Exeter, 162r1.

Dr. Jounsown, Archdeacon of Dublin.

BruTe BaBBINGTON, Bifhop of Londonderry,
in Ireland.

GeorGE Dowwmam, Bithop of London-
derry,

WirLiam Cuarer, Bifhop of Offory.

Joun Smarpe, Archbithop of York, 1691, 3d
William and Mary. It was through the influence
of this Prelate, and the Duchefs of Somerfet, with
Queen Anne, that Dean Swift was prevented from
having a Bithopric; they having reprefented to
her on their knees, for vpwards of an hour, the
irreligious tendency of the Tale of a Tub!

Swift has accordingly taken care not to forget

him: in the poem upon himfelf, he fays:

York is from Lambeth fent to thew the Queen,

A dang’rous treatife writ againft the fpleen;
Which by the ftyle, the manner, and the drift,
"Tis thought could be the work of none but Swift:
Poor York ! the harmlefs tool of other’s hate,

He fues for pardon, and repents too late.

The laft line was occafioned by the Archbifhop’s

having
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having fent a meffage to- Swift, that he was forry
for what he had done, and defired his pardon. He
found, however, that Swift neither forgave nor
forgot. Refentment ftuck to him like fand.

Freperick CornNwarris, Bithop of Litch-
field and Coventry, 1749, 22d Geo. IL. ; tranflated
to Canterbury, 1768, 8th Geo. I1I.

Epmunp Law, Bithop of Carlifle, 1769, 10th
Geo. III. The learned tranflator of Dr. King's
Origin of Evil, and author of many other excellent
works.

BeiLsy PorTrus, Bithop of Chefter, 1776, 17th
Geo. 111, and the prefent excellent Bithop of Lons
don; to which See he was tranflated in 1788,

Joun Law, fon of the Bifhop of Carlifle; fuc-
ceflively Bifhop of Killala, Clonfert, and Elphin,
in Ireland. Geo. IIL.

NicuHoras GriMaLD, a Poet of confiderable
rank in his time; and, according to M. Hayley*
the firft writer of blank verfe. He was born in the
year 1519, and educated in Chrift’s; but in the
year 1542, removed to Oxford. In 1547, on the
foundation of Henry the Eighth’s College, he was
admitted a Senior, or ‘Theologift ; about which time
he read a public le¢ture in the large refectory of that
houfe. He was alfo: Chaplain to Bifhop Latimer;
but, to avoid perfecution, complied with the religion

* Life of Cowpers
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of Queen Mary.  He was in great eftéem about the
15th of Elizabeth. Ridley gives him the charadter
of a man of much eloquence, both in Englith and
Latin.

He was the author of f{everal poems, among the
Earl of Surrey’s “ Songs and Sonnets.”  His « fr.
chipropheta, five Fobannes Baptifie Tragadia,” was
firlt printed in 1548. The titles of feveral ofher
dramatic pieces, poems, tranflations, &c. will be
found in Bale and Tanner.

Gasrier HARVEY, was born about 1545, of a
good family, nearly related ‘to Sir “Thomas Smith,
and was educated at Chrift’s, where he took both
his degrees of Arts. He was afterwards Proftor of
the Univerfity, Having applied himfelf to the frudy
of the Civil Law, in 1585, he took his degree in
that faculty, and practifed as an Advocate in the
Prerogative Court of Canterbury, at London.

Towards the latter part -of his life, he began to
'ﬂudy‘ A{’erology, and finally turned Almanac-maker ;
in which capacity’he was feverely and not undeferv=
edly ridiculed by Thomas Nath and Robert Green.

He died in the year 16306, aged eighty-five.

Wood fays, 'he was efteemed an ingenious man
and an excellent fcholar. Spenfer, the Poet, was
his intimate friend; from whom ‘we learn, that he
Was highly éfteemed by the all-accomplithed  Sir
Philip Sidney and Mr. Dyer,

As to’his poetical talents, Mr, ‘Upton is- of ‘opi-

nion,
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nion, that his poem, prefixed to the Fairy Queen,
and figned Hobbinol, would, if he had written no-
thing elfe, have rendered him immortal.

Joux Major, a feholaftic Divine and Hiftorian
of the fixteenth cenitury.  After ftudying fome time
in Chrift Church, he went to Paris, and increafed
his ftock of learning in the College of St. Barbe,
under the famous John Boulac. From thence he
removed to that of Montacute, where he began the
tudy of Divinity under the celebrated Standouk.
In 1505, he was created D.D. at the College of
Navatre, and in 1519 returned to Scotland,

He taught theology for feveral years in the Uni-
verfity of St. Andrew; but at length, being difgufted
with the quarrels of his countrymen, he went back
to Paris, and refumed his leGtures in the College of
Montacute, where he had feveral pupils, who after-
wards became men of great eminence. Returning
once more to Scotland in 1530, he became Profef-
for of Theology at St. Andrew’s, and afterwards
Provot. Du Pin fays, that ¢« of all the Divines
« who had written on the works of the mafter of
« the fentences, Major was the moft learned and
« comprehenfive.” Launoy, and other French
writers, have given him the fame chara&er. His
Hiftory of Scotland, though written with boldnefs,

‘s in a barbarous ftyle, and often fabulous.

Jouw LELaND, the great Englith Antiquarian

after receiving the early part of his education at St.
Paul’s
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Paul’s School, of which the grammarian Li]lyc was
then Mafler, removed to Chrift’s College; 1 Cam-
bridge. Greck ‘being little taught in this country,
‘he removed to Paris to {tudy that language *,

On his return to England, having taken orders,
hewas appointed by Henry VIIL. one of his Chap-
lains; and, in 1533, King’s Antiguary, an office
«ereated and dying with him, and never fince re-
¢ltablifhed. His commifion empowered him to
{earch for ancient writings in all the libraries of
Colleges, Abbies, Priories, &c. within his Majef
ty's dominions.

He foon afterwards fet out on his travels in fearch
‘of antiguities, which employed him fix years; du-
ring which time he vifited every part of England,
where monuments of antiguity were likely to be
found. On the-conclufion-of his tours, he devoted
{ix years more of his time+to digefting and preparing
his materials for publication.

In 1547, poor Leland was at firft feized with a
deep melancholy, which ‘was fhortly followed by a
total deprivation of reafon. In this dreadful ftate
he remained till 1552, when death happily came to
his relcafe.

He was a man of great learning, an univerfal
nguift, an excellent Latin Poet, and a moft inde~

* Cave a Gracis, ne fias bereticus, was a common maxim,
Such profane dearning was thought prejudicial to Chiriftie
anity, ]
R fatigable
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fatigable and fkilful Antiquarian. On his death,
King Edward gave all his papers to Sir John Cheeke,
who, on being obliged to leave the kingdom; gave
four folio volumes of Collections to Humphry
Purefoy, Efq. which were prefented by his fon to
William Burton, author of the Hiftory of Leicef-
terfhire.  Eight volumes of the ltinerary werealfo

in Burton’s pofleflion; and, in ¥632, depofited by
him in the Bodleian Library. The greater part of
his other manufcripts are in the Cotton Library,
and have been of the greateft ute to our fublequent
Antiquarians.

Sir Pair1p SIDNEY, the eldeft fon of Sir Henry
Sidney, and Mary, the daugliter of John Dudley,
Duke of Northumberland, was born in the year
1554, at Penthurft, in Kent.

Camden *, in his Kent, {peaking of Penthurtt,

and of the Sidney family, fays:

¢ But Sir Phup Sidney is not to be omitted with-
% out an unpardonable crime (the great glory of his
# family, the great hopes of mankind, the moft
s¢ lively pattern of virtue, and the darling of the
¢ learned world) ; who hotly engaging the enemy
« at Zutphen, loft his life bravely. This is that
eemss to have fent into

& Sidney whom P"m]dcnu
s the world, 1o rfm the p;eu.ut age a fpcumen of
# the ancients. 1Q,eﬁ: then in peace, O Sidney !

# Britannia in Kent. Ed. 1695, p. 191,

€ we
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% we will not celebrate your memory with tears,
“ but admiration! Whatever we loved in you (as
% the beft of authors * fpeaks of that beft governor
 of Britain), whatever we admired in. you, ftill
“ continues, and will continue in the memory of
“ men, the revolutions of ages, and the annals of
“ time. Many are the inglorious and ignoble bu-
“ ried in oblivion, but Sidney fhall live to the end
“ of time! For as the Grecian Poet has it

¢ Virtue it{elf’s beyond the reach of Fate.”

8ir Philip Sidney was born in November, 1554,
during the reign of Philip and- Mary. His early
and- wonderful proficiency in every branch of claf-
fical and modern literature, induced his father, the
renowned Sir Henry Sidney (after a thort time fpent
at Chrift’s College), to fend him on his travels, at
an age generally immature, being only twelve years
old; and, from that moment, his public life may
be faid to have commenced.

One of his biographers and conftant companions,
Grevile Lord Brooke, indeed, fays of him, even
at this period 4 —

& That though he lived with him, and knew him
“ from a child, that he never found him other than
= HEn.

2 Pacityide Agrie.
+ Lord Brooke’s Life, p. 65 7, and 8.
R 2 And;
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And == Notwithftanding his youth, yet thatHe

¢ gained reverence among the chief learned men on
¢¢ the' Continent.”

During his travels and refidence abroad, he form-
ed an intimate acquaintance with moft of the per-
fonages then diftinguithed for learning and talents;
of which the large colleCtion of letters remaining
at Penthurft, affords convincing proofs. His tutot
was Profeflor Languet, whofe epiftles to Sir Philip
have been {o much admired. His manners and ac-
complifliments were alfo fo confpicuous, as to in-
duce Charles the Ninth, King of France, to honour
him with the employment of Gentleman of his
Chamber.

After three years fpent in the acquirement of
every fpecies of knewledge, which fuch connec-
tions and his own indefatigable exertions could ob-
ain, he returned home, where the high reputation
he had acquired on the Continent did not permit

' him to remain long unemployed; for it was a diftins

' guithing feature in the glory of Queen Elizabeth’s

i, reign, that fhe had the wifdom to felet and em=

! ploy perfons of the moft eminent ablities, integrity,
and honour.

Sir Philip had fcarcely attained twenty-one, when
he was fent to Rudolph, Emperor of Germany, 10
condole on the death of Maximilian the Second.
This embafly had many fecret objeds, relating to

o the other Geérman Princes.. 1n letters to his father=
in-law,
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in-law, Secretary Walfingham, and his uncle, the
famous Robert, Earl of Leicefter, he defcribes, in
a moft mafterly manner, his firft: audiences at. the
Imperial Court, and thie political ftate of the Con-
tinent ; and draws the charaéters of the whole Royal
Family.

From this period, his life was one continued fe-
ries of unremitted exertion in the public fervice.—
In all the affaiss of the Low Countries he had a
moft diftinguithed fhave, being Governor of Flufh-
ing, with the adjeining territory.. And his uncle,
the Earl of Leicefter, was forced to acknowledge,
that—

“ Whilehis nephew lived, he held up his autho=
“ rity in the United Provinces; and that. he foon
“ found reafon to withdraw himfelf from that bur-
*then after his death *.”

But although he {hone in all: the accomplifh-
ments of a martial.age, and his name is renowned
in the tournaments and battles of his country, it is
not in the chara&ers of ftatefman and warrior alone
that this illufirious perfon. demands cur attention.
In his time, we emerge from the twilight of learn-
g to a period comyparatively claffical; and Sir Phi-
lip Sidney, whofe birth was celebrated by one of
the firft poets + of his tiine, whofe talents are il-

luftrated
® Life of Sir Philip Sidney, p.-15.

+ Ben Forfon fays
R 3 That




( 298 )
buftrated by his own Mufe; lamented for his ufe
happy and premature death, by the poetical effu

fions of a King *, and cclebrated by the dignified
competition of the Univerfities, not only of his na«
tive but foreign countries, atthe fame thne proved
himfelt the generous patron of learned men, and
the example of advancement in every branch of po-
hite learning.

Francis the Firft had given a new air to litera-
ture; which a mixture of gallantry, and the intro:
duCion of ladies at his court along with the learsed,
highly encouwraged. Qur Henry the Eighth contria
buted alfo to give a romantic turn to compofition;
and Petrarch, « the Poet of the Fair,” was natu-
rally a pattern in the elegant and tender effufions of
Sidney. The difcovery of printing in 1440, had
alfo diffufed over Europe,. in more copious flreams,
the fountain of the Mufes; in which his miad, al-
ways infatiable after every fpecies of ufefal know=
fedge, drank deeply.

Such is the thort fketch of the biography of this
memorable charaéter, whofe perfonal merits raifed
him within teach of a crown ; and who was called
for, by a competitor for the kingdom of Portugeh
#s a man, ** Without whom. all other aids would

That taller tree, which cf a nut was fet;

At his great birth, where allithe Mufes met,

# James the Firlt wrote an epitaph upon his death.

be
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be nothing.” Ia fhoxt, ¢ Vir, haud facilé difcerse
nas, manuve aut confilio promptior.”

His conduét and brave death were but the con-
clufions of a life of virtue, accomplithments, and
humanity ; and he hardly poflefled a fault which
did not flow from the noblenefs of his nature.. He
had a {folemn tin¢ture of religion. In him the ve-
hement friend, the bold injured enemy, the (tatef-
man, and the fine gentleman, were highly confpi-
cuous. His private life feems to be ftained by ne-
vice, nor fullied by any meannefs: all his fentiments
were liberal and elevated. ¢ Nil.non lavdandum,
aut dixit, aut fecit, aut fenfit.”

In the colle¢tion of the Sidney State Papers, pub-:
lihed by M. Collins, only nine letters of Sir Philip
Sidney’s (and thofe perfeétly unimportant), are pyb-
lithed; whicl has given nife to cavils as to his real
merit in political affairs; of which one may faym=-
¢ Spreta exolefcunt; & irafcire, agnita videntur.”

His Sonnets feem to be the effufions of a neglect-
ed and defpairing lover. to an obdurate miftrefs; and
the melancholy ftrain of complaint pervading the
whole, appears peculiarly adapted to the penfive,.
thoughtlefs genius of the Poet. The wverfification,.
though  frequently fettered by the epigrammatic
quaintnefs charaCteriftic of the age, yet poflefles
many beauties in artlefs defcription and fanciful als.
lufion; and although feme puerile conceits are dif-
cernible, they are, upon the whole, more. free from
that faul, than the generality of poctical produca

tions
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tions at this peried. It is well known that Sir Philip
Sidney completed a new verfion of the Pfalmg
which he dédicated and prefented to his fifter, the
Countefs of Pembroke, and which are ftill at Wil
ton-Houfe:

In.1580, a quarrel happened between Sir Philip
Sidney and the Earl of Oxford, in a tennis-court;
and a duel would probably have enfued, if the
Queen had not interfered.  Sidney was, however,
difgufted, retired from Court, and amufed himfelf
with writing his Arcadia. In 1581, we find him
foremoft in. the jufts and tournaments which weie
celebrated for the entertainment of the Duke of
Anjou,. then in Engl:md;, whom he accompanied,
with feveral of the firft nobility, to Antwerp. In
1583, the Prince Palatine being inftalled Knight of
the Garter, Siduey was appointed to poflefs the ftalk
in his name;. and received, on that. occafion, the
honour of Knighthood..

In 1585, he projected an expedition to America,
innconjunétion with Sir Francis Drake; but when.
he was at: Plymouth ready to fail, he received an
exprefs from. the Queen, ! broua.';«: by a.Peer of the
realm, commanding him to return to.Court.

He was. thortly - afterwards made Governor of
Fiuﬂ]ing, and: General of the Hoxfe, under his un-
cle, the Eail.of Leicefter, then counnander-in-chief
in the Low-Countries. He wus here eminenty
qonfpicuous; and he probably wouid have been

eleCted
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¢lected King of Poland, having been put in nomis
nation for that purpofe, if the Queen had not re-
fufed to interfere, declaring fhe could not lefe the
beft jewel of her crown,.

On the 22d of September, 1586, in a lucklefs.
lour, the gallant Sidney was fent out with a party,
to intercept. a convoy marching towards Zutphem
The morning being hazy,. they fell into an ambuf~
cade. Sir Philip fought with the moft defperate
bravery ; but juft as he was mounting a fecond
horfe, his firft having been killed under him, he re-
ceived a {hot in the thigh, which broke the bone te
pieces, :

His condu& on the field to a wounded foldier,
who was wiftfully eying fome water in a helmet,.
which Sir Philip was about to drink ¥, perfectly
accords with his general character.

He was carried to Arnheim, where he lingered
eleven days; and fo perfettly refigned to his fate,
that a few hours before his death, he had the fa-
vourite air of La Cuiffe rompue, which he had fet
to mufic, played to him. Thus fell the amiable,
the virtuous, the accomplithed, the brave Sir Philip
Sidney, in the 32d year of his age; a polite {cholar,
the patron of learning and genius, and the object of
univerfal panegyric.

* Sir Philip called out—¢¢ Take it, friend, thy neceflities
& . :
&€ greater than mine,’

William,
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William, Prince of Orange, defired Sir Fulke
Greville to tell the Queen, that fhe had in Sidney
one of the ripeft and greateft counfellors at that time
in Europe, Henry the Fourth, of France, treated
him as an equal in nature, and a perfon fit for
friend(hip with a King. His uncle, the Earl of
Leicefter, after extolling the behaviour of his offi-
cers, fpeaks of his Sidney in thefe words:

“ Albeyt, T muft fay, it was too much lofs for
“ me; for this young manne was my greateft com-
¢ fort, next her Majefty, of all the world; and if
“ I could buy his llcr with all I have, to my fhcrte,
“ T would give yt.”

The great Walfingham confefled that, ¢ Sidney
¢ overfhot him in his own bow.” The States of
Zealand petitioned the Queen to have the honour
of burying him at their own coft. The people of
England put on general mourning, and the writers
of the age vied with each other who fhould praife him
moft. If all this be infufficient to eftablith the chas
raler of a great, a very great man, there' is no
faith in hiftory ; and yet Lord Orford’s love of fins
gularity, which prompted his attempt - to brighten
one of the blackeft charaders in our annals, has
fed him wantonly to throw a dark fhade over the
fpotlefs fame of Sir Philip Sidney:.

Sir Philip Sidney’s body was brought to England,
and buried with great pomp ia 51, Paunl’s Cathedral,
at the Queen’s expence.~idis Arcadia has pafied
through
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through fourteen editions, and been tranflated inter
French, Italian, and Dutch.
Joun MirTon, the gr

; ateft Poet of this or any
other nation, finifhed his education in this College ;
where it is, I fear, too clearly afcertained, that he
was the laft who underwent the degrading punith-
ment of flageliation *,

This {ublime and wonderful genius, oppreffed by
poverty, blindnefs, and old age, was yet equal to a
fubject, which carried him beyond the bounds of
the Creation, and acquired him a fame, before
which ail earthly grandeur fades. Yet for this eter-
nal monument of the genius of our country, he
received. only the trifling fum of fifteen pounds !

The age of Chailes the Second was, indeed, as
deflitute of all ideas of tafte, as of thofe of virtue;
and the idle author of a madrigal, or a fong, was
more regarded than the greateft ornament of litera-
ture. Milton’s juvenile produ@ions would alone
have immortalized him. The perfonification in his
L’Allegro and Il Penferofo, is ftriking ; and his
Comus is the beft mafque the world has ever feen.
There was fomething peculiar in his genius, which
ennobled and purified whatever came within his
grafp.  Even fenfuality is with him divefted of all
Us groflnefs ; and his defcription of the mariiage=

® See p. 106,
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®ed, s fuperior ‘to any thing which-ever Tell from
the pen of any other nran.

Milton was Latin Secretary to Cromwell, which
language he wrote and {poke with uncommen fa-
<cility and elegance; and his letters are to this day
efteemed the completeft models for his {ucceffors in
office.

All :Milton’s biographers have afferted, that he
never abfconded during the profecution againft him,
after the Reftoration. There is, however, in the
Britith Mufeum, the original'proclamation, which
“‘was iffued on that occafion; in which it is diftinCly
ftated, that great {earch had been made for him;
that he had left his ufual place of abode, and was
fecreted.

A moft fingular attempt was made, about fuity
years ago, :by one Lauder, a clergyman, to fix on
this .renowned poet the imputation of grofs plagia-
rifm; upon a principle, which would tear ‘the wreathe

«of original merit from the brow of every votary of

the Mufes, who has written finee the days of Ho-
mer. Lauder afferted, that Milton had merely tran-
flated from feveral Latin Poets, the moft admired
paffages in his works; and to eftablifh this ftrange
propofition, he interpolated, in feveral Latin au-
thors, forged fentences, which he quoted. This
Hraud was, however, foon deteéted, by the fagacity
and critical acumen-of Dr. Douglas, the prefest

Jearned
o4
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Jearned Bifhop of Sdlifbury. Lauder, upon this
difcovery, wrote a long apologetical letter to Dr.
Birch (now’in'the Britith Mufeum), in which he
excufes himfelf, that, as Milton had, under threats,
compelled the printer of King Charles’s Eikon Bafi-
like to infert a.prayer, which notorioufly was not
the King’s -compofition, ‘in order to encourage the
belief that no part of the book was written by that
unfortunate monarch, he thought it equally juft to
ferve Milton the {fame trick ; and had acconlingly,
for that purpofe, fabricated the fentences in quef-
tion,

Even fuppofing Lauder’s affertion to have been
well founded, it muft be admitted that Milton had
valtly improved ypon all predecefors; and to detract
from his merit, upon the ground of the fame
thoughts have been ufed by another, would jultify
the exclamation of the fplenetic author; who, after
writing a hook, and finding what he had faid had
been long done before, exclaimed — Pereant, gui
ante nos noffra dixerunt; and would eftablith the
expreflions of Terence—=Nullum ¢ff Jam dictum quod
non_fit dictum prius.

It appears from a letter of Bithop Law to Dr.
Birch, that the Paradife Loft (the original MS. of
which, with other poems, 1s preferved in the library

of this College), was originally {ketched as a tra-

S ged‘v,
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~gedy, and afterwards turned into its prefent
dtate ¥,

Dr. Covel, Dr. Hall, the author of Bifhop Fifher’s
Life, Anthony Gilby, Arthur Hilderfhaw, John
Downham, Robert Hill, Edward Topfel, Thomas
Drax, Richard Barnard, Nathaniel Shute, Willam
Woatley, Henry Scudder, Dr. ‘Cudworth, Sir Ro-
bert Raymond, lord-chief-juftice, Nicholas Saun-
derfon, the famous mathematician, Laurence Echard,
the hiftorian, and Dr. Jofeph Mede, a learned di-
yvine, but too much addifted to aftrology, were alfo
of this College.

The prefent Society. confifts of a Mafter, fifteen
Fellows, and fifty-four Scholars; the total number
is about 110. Vifitors, the Vice-Chancelior and

two fenior Doétors.

© Tt is worthy of remark, that Grimbald, the firft writer
of Englith blank wverje, and Milton, the greateft in that path;
were both educated at the fame College,







	[Seite 231]
	Seite 183
	Seite 184
	Seite 185
	Seite 186
	Seite 187
	Seite 188
	Seite 189
	Seite 190
	Seite 191
	Seite 192
	Seite 193
	Seite 194
	Seite 195
	Seite 196
	Seite 197
	Seite 198
	Seite 199
	Seite 200
	Seite 201
	Seite 202
	Seite 203
	Seite 204
	Seite 205
	Seite 206
	[Seite 256]

