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j&emfcrofte College,

Period .]—-ThIS College was founded in the
18th year of Edward the Third , Anno i343 > by
Mary de St . Paul (daughter of Guido de Cha-
ftillon, Earl of St. Paul , in France , by Mary,
daughter of John , Earl of Richmond , and Bea¬
trice, daughter of Edward III . King of England ),
Baronefs of Voiffer and Mountenai , and wife of
Andomare, or Aymer de Valencia , Earl of Pem¬
broke, a charadter highly diftinguifihed in the turbu¬
lent reigns of Edward I . and II . His name was
celebrated in the tournaments and battles of the age,
and he figured in every important political tranfac-
tion. He * was one of the Peers who pronounced
fentence of death againft the Earl of Lancaftc-r, at
Pontefradl:, to which circumflance his premature
death has been attributed ; for having, fhortly after
die Earl of Lancafler ’s fentence (offeveral of whofe

* See in the Cotton Library a Mamifcript, intitled, “  Ja-
“ cobi Nicholai de Dacia Scholaris Pembrocke Coll. Poe-
“ rna in honorem Audomare de Valence.”—Script. An . 1365.

m anors
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manors he had procured a grant ), attended Queen
Ifabel into France , 1323, 17th Edward II . he was
killed in a tilting match , or as fome fay murther-
ed *, on the 23d of June , in the fame year, being
the day of his marriage with his third wife, Mary
de St. Paul ; of whom Fuller fays, that fhe was a
maid, wife, and widow,  all in a day. Upon her
hufband ’s death fhe devoted herfelf to acts of piety,
in which her ample dower, confiding of no lefs
than twenty-two manors , with other property , af¬
forded ample room to indulge^ Her cup is dill pre-
ferved, and only brought out on very high days.
It has this lingular infcription 1

Sair.t Dionyfe is my dear,
Wherefore be merry and make good cheer.

Benefactors .]—The fubfequent Benefactors
to this College were, King Henry VI . who gave
the ReCtory and Manor of Soham, with many other,
eftates, which occafioned its being called that King ’s
adopted Daughter , as King’s College was, his Na¬
tural Son. Laurence Booth , Archbilhop of
York, , and Lord Chancellor of England , Dr.
Shorton , Sir Phieip Booth , Grindall , Arch¬
bilhop of Canterbury , Andrews and Langton,.
Billiops of Winchefter , the latter of whom pre-

• Dugdale, Baron. 677.—Lelaird Coll. Vol. I . 68*.
fented
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fented a valuable piece of plate, with this infcrip-
tion

Qm allenaret, Anathema fit.

Wren , Bilhop of Ely, who built the Chapel,
endowed it with the Manor of Hardwick , in Cara-
bridgelhire, to keep it in repair.

Description -]—This College confifts of two
Courts. The Hall , which divides them, is a hand-
fome room, at the end of which is the Combina¬
tion Room.

Chapel .]—-The Chapel was built from a defign
of the celebrated Sir Chriftopher Wren ’s, by his
brother Matthew Wren , Bilhop of Ely , and is one
of the mold elegant and bell proportioned in the
Univerlity , being about fifty-four feet long, twenty-
four broad, and upwards of thirty high.

Library .]—The Library takes up almoft all
the north fide of the firft court, is a handfome room,and well furnifhed with ufeful books.

Dr . Long ’s Orrery .]—The Rev . Dr . Long,
late Mafter of this College, Dr . Lowndes ’s, Pro-
feffor of Aftronomy, eonftrudted a fphere (the
largefi of his time], which he gave to the College,

and
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and erected a building in the back court to contain

it, at his own expence, and left a fum of money

to keep it in repair. It is eighteen feet in diameter.

Garden . ] —The Garden is large , well laid out,

full of fruit, and has a good bowling-green. The

north wall which is very long, and reflefts the

warm rays of the fouth Sun, makes the walk , which

runs parallel to it, one of the belt in Winter ; but

it is private.

Appearance .]—There is fomething altogether

very venerable and pleafing in the appearance of

this College, which made Queen Elizabeth , when

fhe puffed through Cambridge, falute it with thefc

words :—*“ 0  domus antiqua et religiofa!”

The number of Members is about 188, and ten

Livings are in the Gift of the College.

Bishops and eminent Men.

i

Bishops .]— William de Bottlesham , & -

fhop of Rochelter , 1389, 13th Richard II.

William Sinwood , Bilhop of St. David ’s,

1424, 20th Henry VI.
John Sancton , Bilhop of St. David ’s, 1447,

25th Henry VI.
Law-
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Lawrence Booth , Archbifhop of York , 1476,
16th Edward IV . When Edward IV . annulled the
adds of his predeceffor, Henry VI . this Prelate had
fufficient influence with that King, to get the dona¬
tion made to this Hall confirmed.

Thomas Rotherham , Archbifhop of York,
1480, 20th Edward IV.

Thomas Langton , Bifliop of Winchefter,
1493, 28th Henry VII.

William Smith , Bifliop of Lincoln , 1495,
11th Henry VII.

Roger Layburn , Bifliop of Carlifle , 1503,
19th Henry VII.

Richard Fox , 1500 , 16th Henry VII . fuccef-
fively Bifliop of Exeter , Bath and Wells , Dur¬
ham, and Winchefter . He was at the head of
public affairs during the early part of Henry the
Eighth ’s reign ; and was fo highly in the confidence
of that capricious Monarch , as to be employed by
him in his mod important negociations abroad.
But in the year 1515, he retired entirely from
Court , difgufted with the overbearing infolence of
Wolfey , whom he had contributed to raife to the
giddy height of his ambition. Henry VIII . in his
la ft illnefs, appointed him one of his executors.—
Towards the latter part of his life he became en¬
tirely blind, and died on the 14th of September,
1528.

Nicholas Ridley , Bifliop of London , and a
C Martyr.
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Martyr . After taking his Degrees and Orders at
this College, he was fent by his uncle, for further
improvement , to the Sorbonne, at Paris. On.his
return , in the year 1529, he was chofen under
Treafurer of the Univerlity ; and afterwards Chap¬
lain , Orator , and Magijler Glomeria.  At this time
he was much admired as a Preacher and Difputant.
In 1536, Archbifhop Cranmer prefented him to the
Living of Herne , in Eaft Kent , where, we arc
told, he preached the dodtrine of the Reformation.
At what precile time he began to change his opi¬
nions , is not determined.

In the early part of his life he was a zealous
Papift , and probably continued fo, at leaft in ap¬
pearance , till the death of his uncle . His being
patronifed by Cranmer , proves that he muft, at
that time, have favoured the Reformation ; but
though Fuller , in his Alel Redivivus,  calls him an¬
other Saul, yet his converfton was not quite fo in-
ftantaneous ; for he maintained the dodhine of
Tranfubftantiation till the year 1545. A complete
revolution in his opinions, however , muft have
been effedted; for in his Deputation with the Ro¬
man Catholic Divines , on the fubject of the Real
Prefence , he forced them to acknowledge that, ac¬
cording to their dodtrine, Chrift , in his Laft Sup¬
per, mujl have held himfelf in his hand, and after-
svards eaten  himfelf. After feveral intermediate pre¬
ferments , lie was, .in the year 1547, made Bilhop

of
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cf Rochcfter, and, in 1550, tranflated to London ; in
which year he was one of the Commiffioners for
examining Bifhop Gardiner , and concurred in his
deprivation. A vifit which he paid, on returning
from Cambridge, in the year 1552, to the Princef -f,
afterwards Queen Mary , to whom, prompted by
his zeal for the Reformation , he is faid to have ex-
preffed himfelf with too much freedom, has been
aflertcd to have doomed him the vidlim of her re¬
venge ; but a Sermon, which he preached, to con¬
vince the people of Lady Jane Gray ’s title to 'the
Crown , is much more likely to have funk deep in
the gloomy mind of the bigoted Mary . With Crau*
mer and Latimer he was burnt alive, at Oxford, on
the 16th of Odlober, 1554.

Richard Cheney , Bilhop of Briftol , 1562,
4th Elizabeth.

Edmund Grindall . This mild * learned , and
pious Reformer of our Church , lhared , with many
others, the inconveniences of an exile in Germany,
during the reign of Queen Mary ! to avoid treat¬
ment, which one cannot reflet upon without hor¬
ror and deteflation. It is impoffible, at the fam
time, not to blame thofe of folly and madnefs, who,
by remaining, fuffered themfelves rather to be burnt
alive than fly their country for a time, as their mar¬
tyrdom was of no rife to the caufe, and they knew
that Queen Mary ’s fucceffor was a Proteftant .—
During his abode in Germany , he diligently col-

C 2 ledted

*
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le&ed materials for a Martyrology ; and greatly af-
llfted John Fox in compiling his laborious work.

Upon the acceffion of Elizabeth he returned to
England , and was appointed one of the public Dif-
putants againft Popery. In 1576, 19th Elizabeth,
fee was made Archbifhop of Canterbury . He had
not fat long in the Archiepifcopal Chair , before he
was fufpended, for not fuppreffing the public theo¬
logical exercifes, called Propbef/tngs *, which his

ccn-

* Lord Bacon aftes, in his Enquiry touching the Pacifica¬
tion of the Church, “ Whether it were not requilite to renew
“ that good exercife  which was praftifed in this Church fome
“ years, and afterwards put down againft the advice and
“ opinion of one of the greatcft and graveft Prelates J of the
" land, which was commonly called Prophefying, and was
“ this : The Minifters within a diitrift did meet upon a
“ week-day, in fome principal town, where there was fome
“ grave ancient Minifter, that was Prefident, and an audi-
“ tory admitted of Gentlemen, or other perfons of leifure.
“ Then every Miriifter fucceffively, beginning with the
" youngeft, did handle one and the fame part of Scripture,
“ fpending feverally fome quarter of an hour or better, and
“ in the whole fome two hours ; and fo the exercife being
“ begun and concluded with prayer, and the Prefident giving
“ a text for the next meeting, the afiembly was diffolved;
“ and this was, as I take it, a fortnight’s exercife, which,
“ in my opinion, was the beft way to frame and train up
“ Preachers to handle the Word of God, as it ought to be

t Arcbhifiiop Grindall.
“ handled,
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eonfcicnce told him fhould have been encouraged
and fupported. It is reported that he firft brought
the Tamarifco into England. He died July 6,
1583, aged fixty-three.

John Young , Bifhop of Rochefler , 1577 , 20th
Elizabeth.

Thomas Dove , Bifhop of Peterborough , 1600,
43d Elizabeth.

John Bridges , Bifhop of Oxford , 1603 , ift
James I.

Lancelot Andrews , Bifhop of Ely and Win-
chtfter , 1609, 7th Jac . I.

Thefc lines are prefixed to his “ Devotions.”

If ever any merited to be,
The univerfal Bifhop , this was he ;

. Great Andrews , who the whole vaft fea did drain
Of learning , and diftilled it in his brain :
Thefe pious drops * are of the pureft kind,
Which trickled from the limbeck of his mind.

• This Prelate was highly diftinguiflied'for his piety

“ handled , that hath been praftifed . For we fee orators
“ have their declamations , lawyers have their moots , logT

gicians their fophifms, and every praftice of fcience hath
“ an exercife of erudition and initiation , before men come to
“ the life ; only preaching , which is the worthieft , ar.d
“ wherein it is moil dangerous to do amifs , wanteth an in-
41 troduclicn , and is ventured and rallied upon at the firft.

* Alluding to his Devotions,

c 3 and



( 3° )
and learning , and may be ranked with the heft
preachers and completed: fcholars of his age. No
fpecies of compofition, except poetry , has been
more improved fince the reign of James the Firft,
than fermons ; and he confequently appeared to
much greater advantage in the pulpit, than he does
now in his woiks , which abound with pedantic
quotations and trivial witticifms. He was a man of
polite manners and lively converfation ; could quote
the Greek and Latin authors with facility, and pun
with King James.

Charles the Firfl , a little before his death, parti¬
cularly recommended this Prelate’s Sermons to the
perufal of his children.

Andrews is fuppofed to have had a confiderable
fhare in the Book of Chronology , publifhed by the
famous Ifaacfon, who was his amanuenfis . Pie
died September 21, 1620, aged 71.

Nicholas Felton , Bifhop of Ely , 1618 , 16th
James f.

Archbilhop Harsenet ; Bifhops, Coop , of Brif-
tol ; Field , of Hereford ; Wren , of Ely ; Brown-
inc , of Exeter ; Laney , of Ely ; and Hall , of
Briftol : Robert Thorpe , Mailer , Lord -Chief- .
Jufiice of the Common-Pleas, and afterwards Lord
Chancellor , in the reign of Edward III ; and Wil¬
liam Lindw ' ood , Bifhop of St. David ’s, author of
the Provinciale, were alfo of this College.

John Bradford.  At an early period of life,
being •
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being a remarkable penman and accomptant , he
became Secretary to Sir John Harrington ; who was
feveral times employed by Henry VIII . and Ed¬ward VI . as paymafter to the troops abroad. Brad- .ford, at this time a gay and diffolute man, to fnp-
port his extravagance , at different times appropriatedthe King’s money to the ftipply of his own wants;but refle&ion on his guilt took fuch polTeffion of
his mind, that he determined to repay the money,
which he actually did. Having quitted this employ¬ment, he next for fome time fiudied the law in the
Inner Temple ; but, finding an inclination to preach
the Gofpel, he removed to Cambridge, where, by
bis uncommon affiduity, he was, in a fhoner time
than ufual, admitted to the degree of Mailer ofArts, and made a Fellow of Pembroke Hall . Bi-
fltop Ridley was fo charmed with his application
and zeal, that he fent for, ordained, and appointed
him his Chaplain . In 1553, he was made Chap¬lain to Edward VI . and became one of the moft
popular preachers in that reign.

The principles of Mary could not permit her to
tolerate fo dangerous a Reformer ; and Bradford’sperfections commenced ’ere Ihe was fcarce feated
on the throne. After being confined in the Tower
and other prifons, he was at laft brought to his trial,
before the Couit of Inquifition ; in which it is
enough to fay, .that Gardiner fat as Chief Judge.
He defended his piinciples to the la ft, in contempt

of
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of their power . They condemned him to the
flames, and he was accordingly burnt alive in Smith-
field, on the ill of July , 1555, which he preferred
to admitting the word 'Trmfubjiantiation, becaufe it
was abfurd;  and yet the fame man wrote a book in
defence of Predejiination.  He was the author of
feveral works.

Henny Isaacson , the Chronologer.
John Rogers . Of all the various Martyrs,

and our hiftory at this period furnifhes us with too
numerous and lamentable a catalogue , no one de-
fsrves a warmer tribute of admiration and regret
than this excellent man , who was indefatigable in
his minifterial labours, and a mod: exemplary cha¬
racter in every relation of life. No one could have
had more tender, yet ftrong attachments to the world,
having a beloved wife and ten children. The ap¬
proach of death did not difturb his ufual ferenity,
and he was waked out of a found fleep when the
officers came to carry him to. the flake—“ Indif¬
ferent in his choice to Jleep or die*.”

I11 the reign of Henry VIII . he tranflated the
whole Bible, which he publifhed under the fictitious
name of Thomas Matthew . He fuffered martyr¬
dom on the 4th of February , 1555.

■Dr. Fulke , Mailer . He gained great reputa¬
tion by his writings againft Cardinal Alan, at

* Cato,
whole
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whofe inftigation, it is well known , Philip II . firft
planned the invafion of this country with the Ar¬
mada. Healfo wrote “ The Confutation of Holkins,
Sanders, and Raftell , three Pillars of Popery,” pub-
lilhed in 1559. In 1589, he publilhed the text of
the Engliih and Rhemifli Teftaments together, in
folio, in order to expofe the miftranflations and
errors of the latter . He was for a confiderable time
a warm advocate for the principles of the Noncon-
formifts, as were feveral other celebrated Divines,
who , in procefs of time, got the better of their pre¬
judices, and made a near approach to the do&rines
of the eftablifhed Church.

Edmund Spencer , the Poet . An attempt to
pourtray the interejiing  features alone, of the varied
life of this illuftrious man, would much exceed the
bounds to which thefe Iketches are neceffarily con¬
fined. We can, indeed, with the generous feeling
of Camden, exclaim—

“  Anglica , te vivo , vixit plaufitquc poefis,
“ Nunc moritura, timet, te moriente, mori !”

The celebrated author of “ The Fairy Queen,”
may be fairly flyled the Father the Englifh He¬
roic Poetry, and of true Paftoral Poetry , in Eng¬
land. Invention  may be juftly conceded to him,
and be excelled all his cotemporaries in harmonious
verfification. He, however, polfeiTes one peculiar

advantage;
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advantage ; the ftanza and the old words, hardly un~~
derftood by modern readers, give an air of vene¬
rable authority , which commands, though it has
now failed to interelT: ; and all the attempted imi¬
tations of him fo entirely referable the original, that
they lofe both his variety and fimplicity. Like other
juvenile Poets, Spencer had his Rofalind, who , after
flattering his paffion for a time, at length preferred
a happier rival, who is fatirized by the name of
Menalcas, in his fixth Eclogue . RofalincPs real
name is not known . Though we may fympathife
in the difappointment of the Poet, we mull: not for¬
get that we are indebted to the lady for thofe Poems,
in which he bewails his misfortune with fo much
elegance and pafloral fimplicity.

The difappointments and mifery of this great
Poet , cannot be read without a pang of regret ; and
the fcholar and man of tafle will execrate the name
of Burleigh, whofe ill-judged parfimony prevented
Queen Elizabeth giving him ioo/ . as if he thought
the lowed: clerk in his office a more deferving per-
fon. It was very hard, obferves one of his biogra¬
phers, that a genius who did honour to his coun¬
try , fhould get lefs by writing than a journeyman
mechanic , employed in printing his works . The
Fairy Queen was chiefly written during his refldence
at the Caftle of Kilcolman , in the county of Cork,
which had been the property of the famous Earl of
Dcfmond . He died in want of bread, 1599, and

was
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was*buried in Wefhnmfter Abbey, according to hisrequefd, near Chaucer *.

Thomas Stanley . This polite fcholar and
acconipli/hed gentleman, was equally eminent as aPoet and Hiftorian . His original poems are chieflyamorous . His tranflations , which are more nume¬rous, are from Theocritus , Anacreon , Bion, and
Secundus, and diftinguifhed for elegance. His ver-fion and commentary on feven tragedies of ^Elchy-lus, form both a laborious and valuable work . Mr,
Stanley’s greateft and mold generally known pro-Auction, however, is his “ Hiftory of Phihfophyf*which has very great merit. He died the 12th ofApril, 1678.

The late Prime Minifter , William Pitt , was edu¬
cated at this College.

* In the Common Place -Book of Edward , Earl of Oxfordand Mortimer *—Manufcript in the Brit . Muf . is the follow¬ing memorandum ;—“ Lord Carteret told me, that when hewas Lord Lieutenant of Ireland , a man , of the name of“ Spencer, immediately defcended from our iliuftrious Poet,t! came to he examined before the Lord -Chief -Juftice , as awitnefs in a caufe, and that he was fo entirely ignorant of“ the Englifh language , that they were forced to have an in-“ tcrpreter for him .”
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