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BIIR Isaae NEwTon having concluded

cach of his philofophical treatifes with
fome general refle@tions, I fhall now
take leave of my readers with a fthort
account of what he has there delivered.
At the end of his mathematical prin-

= ciples of natural philofophy he has
given us his thoughts concerning the Deity, Wherein he
firft obferves, that the fimilitude found in all parts of the
univerfe makes it undoubted, that the whole is governed by
one fupreme being, to whom the original is owing of the
frame of nature, which cvidently is the effe@ of choice
and defign. He then proceeds briefly to flate the beft me-
taphyfical notions concerning God.  In fhort, we cannot
conceive either of fpace or time otherwife than as necel.
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farily exifting ; this Being therefore, on whom all others de-
pend, muft certainly exift by the fame neceflity of nature.
Confequently wherever {pace and time is found, there God
muft alfo be. And as it appears impoflible to us, that fpace
fhould be limited, or that time fhould have had a beginning,
the Deity muft be both immenfe and eternal.

2. A7 the end of his treatife of optics he has propofed
fome thoughts concerning other parts of nature, which he
had not diftinétly fearched into. He begins with fome
farther refleGtions concerning light, which he had not fully
examined. In particular he declares his {fentiments at large
concerning the power, whereby bodies and light ac on each
other. In fome parts of his book he had given fhort hints
at his opinion concerning this*, but here he exprefsly de-
clares his conjecture, which we have already mentioned®,
that thispower is lodged in a very fubtle {pirit of a great elaftic
force diffufed thro’ the univerfe, producing not only this, but
many other natural operations. He thinks it not impoffible,
that the power of gravity itfelf thould be owimng to it. On
this occafion he enumerates many natural appearances, the
chief of which are produced by chymical experiments. From
numerous obfervations of this kind he makes no doubt, that
the {malleft parts of matter, when near contact, act ftrongly
on each other, fometimes being mutually attracted, at other
times repelled.

3. THE attractive power is more manifeft than the other,
for the parts of all bodies adhere by this principle. And the
: NAamec

* Opt. pag.-agy, *Ch.3. §$18
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name of attracion, which our author has given to it, has
been very freely made ufe of by many writers, and as much
objected to by otherss. He has often complained to
me of having been mifunderftood in this matter. What
he fays upon this head was not intended by him as a phi-
lofc yphical explanation ofan}f appearances, but only to point
out a power in nature not hitherto diftinctly obferved, the
caufe of which, and the manner of its acting, he thought
was worthy of a diligent enquiry. To acquiefce in the
explanation of any appearance by afferting it to be a gene-
ral power of attraction, is not to improve our knowledge in
philofophy, but rather to put a ftop to our farther fearch.
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